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TO MRS. BLANDFORD- 

MADAM, 

Though precluded by motives of pro- 
priety from dedicating thefc volumes to you 
in any -other way than by your fiditious 
name, I ftill muft beg leave to pay you this 
teftimony of refpeft. You will npt be dif- 
covered, becaufe you have not moved far out 
of the confined circle of domeftic enjoyment. 
But it appears to me, as important to the 
improvement of the female mind, as it is 
gratifying to myfelf, to declare^ that in the 
amiable patter;i of learning, virtue, and un« 
afluming manners, difplayed by Mrs* Bland- 
ford, is accurately pourtrayed a really exifting 
and highly valued friend, whofe interefting 
£bciety forms the chief felicity of her moft 

Obliged, faithful, and devoted. 
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MISS RIVERSDALE. 

' What chance of fuccefs the prevalent 
tafte of tlie day for the marvellous may afford 
to the artlefs tale here offered to the public 

■ it is difficult to conjedlure : for although, 
contrary to the ufual mode of dreffing fidlion 
in the femblance of truth, pains have been 
taken to drefs truth in the garb of fidion^ 
flill it- is fiftion fo devoid of adventure, fo 
little deviating fi^om the natural refult of the 
genuine workings of a fufceptible mind, that 
its chief claim to intereft muft reft upon the 
correfponding emotion it will excite in every 
unfophifticated honeft heart. 

X^haracters and fetches of manners might 
^jhaps have been a more appropriate, as 
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well as more attradtive title; but manners 
and charaders have undergone fo complete a 
change in the country where a pdrt of the 
fcene is laid, fince the time at which thefe- 
letters were evidently written, that fuch a 
title might equally millead and difappoint the . 
expe£tation of the reader* 

THE EDITOR. 



LET/fEKs, :::■.••:::=•. 
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XOt/lSA HIVERSDALE, TO SIR HENRY 
.AIVERSDALE. 

*^ JDo nojt lef twenty-four hours p^fs with* 
out committing fomethin^ to paper, that I 
may follow you in your ev^ry day occupa- 
tionsi or the tremendous diftance that is 
now toieparate us will foon make us.ftrangers 
to each other!'^ * , . 

Thefe were among my Henry's laft in- 
jundlions : but my full heart could make no*: 
anfwen 

And now we are feparated ! 

Oh, my friend! — my brother 1 — guide of 
my inexperienced fteps ! who now (hall fave 
•me by their ever-ready,;ever well-judged coun^ 
fel, from all the dangers that may furround 
me? — Oh, that every judicious precept were 
equally engraven on my memory as thefe laft 
words: an fcqtially ready obedience fhould 
prove you have not thrown away your time or 
your aflfedion ugon one who will not at leaft 
ftudy to make lierlelf worthy of them-^ 

V43L. !• » 
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It is now three hours, fince the door that 
clofed after you when you quitted the houfe, 
feemed to clofe upon my exiftence — 

I remained with my eyes fixed upon it, in 
a ftate of ftupid infenfibility — no kindly tear 
flowed to my relief, till your poor little 
FoUette teftified her participation in my 
diftrdfs-^fbe ran and fcratched at the door, 
gave a flwMTt howl, and then came and kid 
Jier head upon my knee, lookii^ wiflfuUy in 
my face, with an expreffion that at length 
drew plentiful (howers from my eyes.— Your 
legacy, my Henry, has been my firft reKef, 
and obedience to your injundion is my firft 
employment, 

I thought of returning to Geneva this 
'night, but could wilh to recover fome de- 
gree of firmnefe, before I meet our affiled 
'0K)ther. At her time of life, her feeliqgs at 
parting with the prick of her heart are i^ntitled 
to ftrike ftiU deeper root than mine. Con- 
fidering the diftftnct,and the number ^.years 
»that muft ela^e^ wiiat hopes can (be form 
- cf ever feeing you again ? 

Yet iiow did the noble-minded woman 
fuppoFt herfetf at the tiying moment! how 
fervent — ^how devoid of felf were her ejacu- 
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lations! — " Oh! may my fan be profperous, 
as he fhall proTC deferving! may honour 
guide and guard his fteps ! Enough for mc 
to know that he is good and happy. There 
is no abfence for fouls ; mine will ever hover 
round him — Providence cannot forfake its 
beft gift, nor will it fuffer rtie to fink under 
its lofs." And tbci^ folding you to her 
heart, " Oh, my Henry, to Providence alone 
could I refign you!'* and, finkmg back upon 
h^ {bfa, Ihe motioned with her hand for m 
to go, 

1 retrace this fcene for my own benefit. 
CMi, how widely different your Louifa! — ^I 
fhrink from the comparifon ; but will ftrive 
to emulate her firmnefs. 



TneJHay.-^l^tn better this morning, my 
Henry ; but I painfully feel, that every hour 
encreafes the "diftance between us: I am a 
ftranger to the grouifd you are going over— 
my imagination finds no refting-pkce^ I 
know not how to take you up — whither to 
ibllow you. Could I fometimes trace your 
footfteps, it would be a means of beguiling 
abfence !~* • 
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Tuefday evening — Geneva. !• am re- 
turned — ^oh, Henry !^-to a defert — an uni- 
verfal blank furrounds me — it is impoflible 
to defcribe the folitude I feel, in the midil of 
every exertion that friendly affection can fiig- 
geft to thofe about me. 

My mother too ! — I cannot give you an 
idea of her compofure;, of her refignation in 
regardvto you, and her efforts at cheerfulnefc 
addreffed to me. I ftruggle hard for firm- 
nefs a^nd compofure: cheerfulnefs is y^t 
wholly out of my power. 

Several kindly-meant vifits have broken 
into the gloom of the evening; but could 
not diJIipate it. 

It is not well judged in friends, to aim at 
too early confolation: if the mind be fuffcred 
'to fatiate itfelf in the contemplation of its 
-mifery, it will gradually, and of its own ac- 
^cprd, turn to fome other obj^A; but forcing 
it out of its bent only makes it fall back 
with double energy.' 

. Cc4ohel Malcolm came among the reft: 
he was affiduoufly attentive to me for your 
lake: he knew your heart would tequite him 
for it. 

I am now retired— not to reft, I fear, but 
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to my own meditations and the company of 
Follette: fhe knows it is for you I grieve — \ 
I am. fure (he does — (he watches the tears 
ftealing down my cheeks, and redoubles her 
careffes — fhe, too^has loftrber beft friend!' 



Wedne/dai/.'-^MY dearcft brother, I ram 
alhamed of myfelf: where are the fruits of 
all thofe leflbns of philofophy, fo forcibly 
idiculcateji by my kind preceptor, to arm my 
mind againft this long-forefeen feparation? 
Where are all thofe maxims of difinterefted 
afFedlion, which teach us to prefer the ad-^ 
vantage of thofe we love to pur own enjoy-^ 
ihent? My Henry goes to labour for fame — 
for fortune- — and (hall I repine at feeing him 
take the road to glory ? Forgive this childifh,- 
this felfi(h grief! I will conquer it; I will 
Gall to mind my beloved brother*s precepts; 
I- will hold his examples before my eyes, and 
he (hall not blu(h for his lifter. 

Henry, I had recourfe to my book^ — buty 

ahl-^ 

** Each fav'rite aurfior we together wad 
My tortur'4 memory wounds." 

They will not do yet. . 
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Thiirfday. — I fought the company laft 
night, which I had fo much wifhed to avoid 
the evening before. The Colonet came ; the 
Dean likewife: worthy good man! as warm 
and as affeftionate as ever. The Colonel 
again evinced his love for you, by his parti- 
cular attentions to me. I endeavoured to 
join in the converfation, and my mother 
feemed pleafed that I did. I felt fatisfied 
that I was in feme degree conquering felf, 
that overbearing tjrrant, who in fuch va- 
rious Q^apes controls our beft refolves. I 
win frame my mind,, if poflible, to my bro- 
ther's wifties — he (ball have fomething to be 
proud of in his Louifa. 

Superiority of mind, you fay, is the only 
thing worth valuing ourfelves upon, as it 
ffecurcs the efteem of thofe who really think, 
*^ The admiration of fools is almoft a difgrace 
to a woman dF fenfe:" is not this one of 
your maxims ? or have I only collefted the[ 
idea from the general tenor of your inftrqc- 
tions ? I recolleft how we have laughed at 
the pretty aflfedtations and attractive no- 
meanings, which we have feen fo fuccefsfuUy 
difplayed to captivate the herd, and which 
vou ufed to call be4uty-behaviouri fo dif- 
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gufting to fenfible men.* But yet^ my dear 
friend, I feel fomething within me, that fay^ 
a little gei^ral attraftion cannot be very un- 
pleafant. Have not I fometimes feen you 
rathet indulgent to what the Fnench call 
la caguetterie de rejpjnt ? Is that quite in-i 
admiffible ? You fee 1 lay open all my wcak- 
nefles and follies as ufmdj othcrwife ho\rf 
could you affift me in comeding them ? Foe 
do not fuppofe, that ^iftance is to relieve you 
ixQtci the taifk you have fo long performfed. — * 
Ah ! that dreadful word diflance ! how it 
clou<b over every profpeft, every idea of en-« 
joyment I I will not now continue — I fhould 

telapie. 

' ■■ I ■ ' I 

Friday. — This Colonel!-— I cannot but 
feel gratified to be thus diftinguifhcd by his 
noticfe of me. A. man of his age, ferife, and 
confequence — a man who might be fo much 
fpoilt by the preference with which he has 
ever been treated by our fex ! to be fo flat* 
teringly attentive to a plain unfalhioned girl> 
fo inferior in all refpefts to the women he has 
pafled bis life among! But he loves ypu as 
his fon, my Henry, and I atn all that ii left 
84, 
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of you. I am pleafed with the caufe of hi» 
partiality, and feel grateful for us both. 

There is a dignity of mind in him that i 
admire. He thinks himfelf ill-ufed in the 
affair of the miffion he had been promifed^ 
and which in fadl he feems ^every way en»-* 
titled to, and admirably qualified for. The 
lafl time he wen< to pay his court at ¥■ ■ » 
it wais fuggefted to him, that a menial fk-*- 
vourite might be of fervice in the bufinefs^ 
if he would take the trouble to pay fome at* 
tcntions there. No — he knew how to, live 
upon a {lender income, but not how to fubmib 
to a meannefs to increafe it. He had now the 
fatisfadion of thinking th^m in the wrong f 
he fhould in the other cafe have the mortifi- 
cation to feel himfelf fo. 

The good Dean twirled his watch-key with 
redoubled velocity, in token of approbation ; 
and whiflling for Folly, fell into a game of 
romps with the dog, more noify than ufual> 
to teftify his fatisfaftion, till my mother 
tailed for the card-table, and propofed a re^ 
verfis to keep him quiet. — Is it not a vex- 
atious thing, Henry, th^t with fo much 
goodnefs, joined to fuch extenfivc know- 
ledge, he fhould indulge himfelf in fuch a 
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fct of nonfenfical trick^s as would provoke the 
laughter even of a fchool-bby ? n 



Saturday .^ — Kind-hearted man!— the Dean 
came flying with tefars of pleafure in his* eye J 
for the fatisfadtion he had to impart. A tra- 
veller, jiift arrived, had returned from Lyons 
with the fame poftillion, that had driven our 
beloved Henry thither, . >and who had {t^n 
him^ converfing at the inn-door with ^Ifthe 
^yety and Joyous ahimation that ever fur-^* 
round him, and which only the » laft pairful 
,days had in fome degree dampedi - 

And am I ftill fo felfilh? An involuntary^ 
pang comprefled my heart at this intelligence^ 
*' And could my. brother be fo foon relieved- 
from all the regrets lie has left us^to^'* was 
the mean refleftion that fu^Qfted itfelf: 
but it was only inftantaneous : than^ulnels 
ftreamed*from my eyes, as well as from my 
mother*s,. that dUr only hope was not only 
well, but happy; and his mind at full li- 
berty for him to follQv^ his new purfuits, 
without even lofing the advantage t6 be 
reaped from the various objedls, that will 
offer tliemfelves to his obfehration as he goes 
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fllong. Thofe who are left mu^ feel moft 
HndlongefL 

The good Dean, haying whiftled his joy 
lip and do^n the room at a^fuU. trot for atout 
ten mimites, without hearing a word of any 
thing th^t was j&idupon.tJie fubgeft:, fnatched 
up his hat and ran. off*— full of fomc other 
loind office, I have not the leaA doubt. 



Saturday n«gf^/.-^Qur fpirits being con-* 
fiderabiy improved by the event of the morn- 
ing, we agreed to join a fiftiing party upon , 
the lake in theaftempon. Colonel Mdcolm 
was of it — ^feveral others of your friends^ — De 
Salm, Wurmfer, Rhinberg, Madame d^Urtife 
— »my mother was the matron of the part]^; 
Thf ir kind folicitude both for her and me 
was ftrongly marked, and did credit to their 
BeartSn/ 

The X^lonel did not fecm well; he wai 
grave^ and abfent, till an incident rouzed 
him. ' . 

His Newfoundland dog made a fudden 
^ring into the water, and feemed to hav« 
laid hold of fomething, which he was with 
difficulty tugging to Ihore. We made to* 
wards him, and found it to be a man. Two 
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of the boatmen inftadtly jumped in to tha 
afl^ftance of the dog, and the poor creature 
was refcued : he proved to be a foldier, whom 
the Colonel had enlifted at the time en^ 
couragement w^ given to his raifing a regi^ 
ment. Upon the profpcft of a peace thi 
pecnaits were drfehargedj and he had endea* 
voured to ftrften the hardfhip of turning tiitra 
adrift, by giving them a trifle to carry then* 
home. Tkis poor fellow had enlifted as the 
Feadieft means of raifing a little fum, whicli 
he had inftantly remitted to relieve his aged 
moifher from the unfbrefeen diftrefs (he had 
berin throw* into by tbe lofs of her little 
farming ffeock of goats and pigs, which 
formed her chief fupport. He had hoped 
by good behaviour to get rank, which would 
foon have enabled him to remit her fome* 
thing weekly out of bis pay: he befidei 
loved the army; and his unexpedted dif- 
charge di^^pp^inted both his ambition and 
his filial affe<5tion. Having in vain endea* 
vouredto find employ ment^ heh^d at length 
determined to return, and work for his moJ 
ther: but not having wherev/ith to pay foi? 
a night's lodging, his method was. to lie 
B 6 
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dcJwn and fleep by the road-fide, when weary^ 
and purfue his -journey bynight as well as by 
day. He had in the laft night loft his way, ' 
and had been wanideririg along the btH"ders 
of the lak^ all day, tilL finding himfelf fle^py^ 
be had l^tn down tinder- a. tree near the water-" 
iide: he was awakened i)y an attempt made 
at dlrawing the knapfack, which he ufed a^ a 
pillow, from under bis head: a fcuffle en-. 
fued,„ in which the thief contrived to tumble 
him into the water, and make off witli the 
booty. 

. Colonel' Malcolm (hewed extreme kind- 
nefs of heart in his concern for the poor fel-' 
low J fo, indeed, did we all. His pock(£ts 
had been emptied before the knapfack was 
attempted. - ^ 

. We had him carried to a cottage and put 
to" bed,, giving proper diredtions for the care 
to be taken of him^^ and Malcojm left wotd 
where he might come to him whenever he» 
was able 5 for he was almofl: dead when he 
was taken out of the water; and it was a 
confidcrable time before this account could 
be obtained from hkn. 

tie has an upcommon appearance of in- 
telligence and honeftyi and Colonel Mai- 

5 " • . 
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€Olm kindly inte^nds taking him into his fer- 
vicei to be titiin£d:up under, his old fervant 
La Grange, whcris almoft difabled from age 
and infirmity. 

Monday. — ^A walk taken this morning has 
atfeded .my fpirits: . it was your As^purlte 
one. That fantaftic root of the old elm that 
forms two feats, where you and. I haye fo 
often refted and talked over future profpedb 
together,, called up all my feelings. — Oh, my 
Henry ! (hall we ever fit there again ?— I 
.would have avoided the place — I do very 
well when no particular incident recals'my 
lofs. 

I felt uneafy at having been fo long with'- 
out enquiring after our old cottager — I (eemed 
negleftful of my duty, now that your ab- 
fence had made him over wholly to itijr 
care — I dreaded it too.! I knew how his 
fimple forrowat having loft his kind bene- 
faAor would call up mine: however, I muft 
have encountered it fome time or other, and 
the morning wa» uncommonly fine; fo I, 
fummoned up my refolution and went. 

The fpring is very forward,, and the. fun 
ftione bright: but, ahl how does the im- 
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pirdfion of exteriiar olijefts vary witli the 
difpofition of the rtiind!^^-^ow often have 
we agreed in preferring this interefting feafon 
to that fo celebrated by th^ painters !^ — the 
dawn off hope, to its decline — the enjoy- 
ment of the heart, difcovering a new plea- 
fure each day, and a promife for the next, 
to the mere gratification of the eye, vanilh- 
ing before ah inftaiit's refledion.-^Well; 
Henry ! the brilliancy of this morning — the 
profpeft of opening nkture^ which has fo fre- 
quently imparted gay delight — ^was quite op- 
preffive to me : thd joyous animation that 
glowed around was fo diflbnant to my 
thoughts, that I could almoft have xon- 
ftrued it into an infult . upon my . grieving 
heart. 

Poor old Simon* was gone to the neigh- 
bouring village to fell His cabbages : the little 
girl told me he thought they ftioutU do very* 
well -now. 

I was prevailed upon to' take the longer 
way home, and that brought me to the fpot 
which has more particularly diftreffed me—*- 
the little bird, too, which we ufed to feedj 
made its appearance. I was not provided 
with crumbs : I thought it feemed to reproach 
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tne with negled, and moum for you— its note 
was not fo fprightly Jts ufual. 

Is all this too minute ?— too trifling for 
you, my dearcft brother ? I (hould not think 
it fo, if addrefled by you to me. Real feel- 
ing will fometimes be excited by trifles more 
powerfully than by important caufes. But I 
do not mean to continue in this Arain. 



Wednefdaj/j May the i^.—-I could not write 
yefterday : a little event had agitiited . and 
hurried my fpirits; and ncm I am £ure I have 
Aifted wrong, and am very uneafy. But let 
me lead to it. 

The Colonel called' in tKe morning, ^d 
entreated, we would walk: it would do us 
good. 

Madame D*Urtife wajf with us, jmd'Feemed 
inclined to be of the pirty. Our morning 
was, at any rate, broken in upon by their 
vifits; and this, you know,, neither my mo* 
ther nor I like^ fo we thought we might aft 
well go.. ' 

My mother and Madame D'0reife walked 

jon: I had loitered behind, fearching fot 

plantfe* The ColoneL ftaid with me 5 and, 

whtalhey were cmt- of hearing, hefltatingly 



>6 ' IfiTtEftS OF ' ^ 

faid, "Could you excufe a liberty fuggefted 
, by friendfliip, Louifa ?" - . 
:. 1 looked furprized, not knowing what he 
liieant; but inftantLy anfwered, "that f 
could not be offended at any thing that pro-* 
ceeded from fo obliging a motive . " 
. " Interefting jandourlV faid he.^ ." You 
know no guile, Louifa, and therefore appire-, 
hend none: but it is not by tne that you fhall 
ever find your confidence abufet^. Here is a 
paper," (taking a letter out of his pocket) 
^* in which I have ventured to offer you ad- 
yice, diftated by thefincerefi: friendfhip. J 
dread incurring your difpleafiire by it; and 
yet I cannot refift the'ftrotig irhpulfe." 

And be offered: it to me with a trembling 
hand. I hefitated in my turn, I know j(;iot 
why— at his tremor, I believe; for furely I 
was not unwilling, to hear advice, nor un-> 
grateful for the kind fentiment that fuggefl:ed 
it. I took the letter, however, thanking him 
for his goodnefs, very awkwardly, I dare fay^ 
and with much confufion put it into my 
pocket, as- I haft;ened to overtake my mo- 
ther; 

The inftant I got home, I hurried into my 
own room.* And why not into my mother's? 
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you a&. 1 know not, Henry: (he is fome- 
times fevere. I feared ftie might be angry 
with the Colonel^ wha^means me fo well. I 
feared, to6, he might deem it a breach of 
confidence : in (h'ort, I flopped not -to.con- 
fider it, as I ought to have , done, perhaps ; 
but flew to read the friendly paper. And 
here I tranfcribe it— 

" Be not furprized, my amiable - child ^ at 
the liberty J take, nor mifconftrue miy mo- 
tive.-^-Honeft zeal for your welfare infpires 
me* The long attachment I have had for 
yourfemily gives-eveiy part of ita'clainj upon 
my folicituder^f ■ Lam willing to think I have 
no ot^ier inducement^ though you are well 
qualified to infpire the tendered concern .on 
your own account. PlcaCng in your perfon— 
elegant in your manners-r-and accompliflied 
in your mind, you can never fail to create in 
all who approach you the warmed interefli 
but few will have the gencirofity, like the 
friend who now addreflfes you, to endeavour 
to promote your welfare at the hazard of in- 
curring your difpleafure. You are young and 
innocent, Louifa; you have a very fufceptible 
mind, and a /ftrong defire of pleafing ; and 
in this lies jour danger. You are furrQuude4' 
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.by young men, many of whom ai'e in no way 
formed to judge of your merit : but they can 
all difcover your wiQi for admiration, and all 
will be ready to bring your defire of pleafing 
home to themfelves. Men's vanity will ever 
cncour^e the coquetry of women: for a 
difpofition to coquetry you have, which how- 
ever innocent, and unconfcious, you may h6 
of it at prefent, may foon degenerate into that 
unfeeiiDg play upon the paffions of men, which 
only calls forth fix>m them a difplay of fenti-* 
ments that do not originate in the hekrt. I 
never yet beheld a beings who fccmed fa little 
aware of her own attradtions as yourfclf. At 
the fame time that you are perfedly open to 
the gratifications of vanity, you court affi- 
duity as if you were not entitled tp it; and 
fo gratefully acknowledge the flighted atten- 
tion, that you lead men to fiippofc you are 
ready to give moreconfequence to them than 
they look for: this has already acquired you 
the denomination of the artlefs coquette. 

" You have a childilh, winning playful- 
neis to thofe who are upon any footing of 
intimacy with you, which has not yet been 
miftaken, becaufe it is attended with fueh 
perfeA franknefs and finglene& of heart: but 
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it will foon ceafe to be cctfifidered with fuch. 
indulgence, and will draw much cenfure and 
malignity of obfervation upon you 3 or it will 
make you the dupe of fome defigning vil- 
hln, who wiH take advantage of your unr* 
fofpicious opennefs. 

" Inlhort, Louifa, you are upon the brink 
of a precijMce,. which I tremble to behold. 
There are thofe fluttering about you, who 
eould make a fport of "deftroying your peace 
of mind, for the gratification of their emit 
vanity, without ever beftowing a thought 
\spon the confequences* 

** Your mother h^ too good a heart, Mid 
too little knowli^ge of the world, to fufpeft 
that in others which (he would be incapable 
of herfelf ; (he does not fee your danger: (he 
has ftored your mind with every, kiftd of 
knowledge, but that which; is moft material 
to you — th^ kfwwledge of mankind', that fhe 
has not herfelf. Your brother,, who cicwild beft 
have guarded you, is taken away. 

" With me, therf, (who kxKW men and 
women but too well) it-refts to fafve you; if, 
te I believe and hope, you wiCh. to be iaved, 
and can bear with the blunt, unvarnilhedj^ 
but well-meaning truths of a foldjeir, who ha^ 
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no excule to plead for the liberty he takcsr 
but the warmth of his heak 'and honeftl zeal 
for your wdfere^ 

"I Ihall be wretched until I knew whe-- 
ther you- take my adrice m the light in. 
which it is meant. Wretched, indeed ! if it 
offend you.: — Oh^ Louifa ! you know not— 
you cannot do jufticc to my an^xiety for your 
welfare.'* 

Need I defcribe to my. brother the agita- 
.tion thia unlooked-for letter produced? £ 
could not at firft difentangle my thoughts— 
they were all eonfufion. I thinks however, 
that gratitude was my firft diftind fentimcnt; 
but ihame^ vexation, furprize, to find my- 
felf accufed. of coquetry!^— a difpofition I 
hold in fuch perfect contempt L — to find my- 
felf nicknamed ! They are very good,, how- 
ever, to acquit me of wicked intentions— 
artlefs, indeed ! — Silly i. ignorant, they might 
rather have faid.. Good heavens ! that a de- 
fire only to pleafe and to be pleafed (hould 
bear fuch cruel mifconftrudion ! 

But ev^n the Colonel thinks I am in dan- 
ger of becoming a: defigning coquette — that 
was not a generous thought! But he fball 
fee. that .my eyes on)y wanted opening. I 
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hope I can follow'Jtbe right read wlien it is 
pointed out to me, at leaft* 

Upon farther confideration, however^ my 
Henry, I think it was lucky I did not go to 
my mother with the letter: you fee, Ihc 
^ould have been offended with him; and 
yet, I know not how, I feel as if I ought to 
have done fo immediately — now it 'is, at any 
rate, too late. 

As foon as I was tufficiently compofed, I 
wrote the anfwer, of which I enclofe you the 
copy. 

Pray, read it here. 

LOUISA, TO colonel"m:alcolm. 

" Surprized, indeed, I am at the contents 
of your letter, my worthy friend ; but, be- 
lieve me, gratitude was the ftrongeft emo- 
tion of my mind in its periifal. 

" Little did I imagine the interpretation, 
which my behaviour was liable to. You 
have, indeed, gilded the pill; yet I hope to 
prove to you, that flattery w^s unneceflary, 
and that you did not quite dc^ juftice to my 
heart in fuppofing it could ever be led on to 
bad intentions, I (brink from the very 
thoughts but I tremble at the cenfure I 
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might have incurred, before I (hould have 
become aware of the impropriety of my own 
conduct, had it not been for your firiendJy 
Jband extended to fave me. 

" With ^es overflowing with gratitude I 
thank you. But, my good Sir, you are not 
aware of the taik you have brought upon 
yourfelf : I muft now tell you I look to you 
for proteftion, for admonition^ when you fee 
me going wrong. Allow me to fay it 
will in future be your fault when I err; for 
you will, I truft, ever find, that to be led 
right is the mod ardent wifli of your much 
obliged, &c." 

He came in the evening— appeared agi- 
tated, and feemed to examine my look^ for 
the efieft his letter bad produced. Unjuft 
Malcolm! to doubt for an inftant of my 
taking it in itsjproper light* I truft he faw 
nothing but the trueft gratitude in my eyes, 
for he feemed to become more compofed. 
\ He excufed himfelf from making up my 
mother's table : and faid he could not ftay. 

As foan as they were fat down, he .ap- 
proached the frame I was working at, s^d 
faid in a tremulous voice, " Louifa! can yoU 
forgive me ?'' Upon which I put my anfwer 
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into bh hand, and in five minutes he diiap* 
peared. 

Henry ! 'tis well that the uprightnefs of 
my intentions acquits me, or I could not like 
this concealment from my mother : but what 
can I do ? 



May the id. — The Colonel fought an op- 
portunity this afternoon of putting another 
note into my hand. I feared I had again gone 
wrong, and was anxious for the hour of re* 
tiring to read it. 

He was in xmilfual fpirits, and looked pe- 
culiarly dignified. He mull have been ftrik- 
ingly handfome in his yputh. My mother 
(ays he was deemed quite irrefiftible among 
the French ladies, when flie firft knew him. 
I wonder he ftiould never have been tempted, 
to marry! but fhe fays (he believes the wo- 
men he has moftly been connedted with were 
not calculated to give him a very favourable 
opinion of the (ex. ' 

How much the more flattering his diftinc- 
tion of your Louifa, my dear brother ! 

I tranfcribe his fecond note. You will fee 
bow naturally the friendly, kind expreffions 
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it contains, miift reflore me to, conceit with 
myfelf. 

COLOIJEL MALCOLM, TO LOUISA, 

" How {hall I cxprefs the fatisfaftion your 
note gives me, my pharming young friend ? 
It raifes you above your fex^ I had aheady 
traced tlie fource of every umiable quality in 
.your ^^ind, and deemed yjOur underftanding 
fuperior to that of tQpft women ; but could 
I have expedted fuch docility? — ^fuch inge- 
nuous franknefs in acknowledging error ?-r— 
fuch gentlenels in defending what I might, 
perhaps, be too fevere in prejudging ? Yes/ 
my amiable pupil,' I accept the truft repofed 
in me.: I will watch your unwary' fteps, and 
jguard you from the^ pernicious infeds that 
fwarm about jou. 

** But why,^ Louifa, do you terip that 
flattery, which the jufteft eftimation of your 
value alone drew from me ? — ^You have no 
difguife; you certainly do not difclaim the 
charms of your-perfon merely to gratify your 
vanity by hearing them enumerated: I there- 
fore think it material, that you fliould know 
your own claims to admiration, that you may 
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fiot conceive yourfcljFfoexcofliveljr oWlg^dw i 
every fop who pays it to you. 

" I. will not fay, Louifa, that ydu Am^- 
critically handfome j. but you hav^ "a thi^- * 
fandfafcinations, thtteleave regularity of fetr- • 
ture far behind/ Tie intelligeucfe ^f iyoup^ 
countenance — the fenfit^Iity that4>etoK$: fifottr: i 
your eyes — the fweetnefs of your fmilft--**'the v; 
uncommon delicacy of yotir cdmpkxiony 
joined to that glow of health and^fld^ pjKK r 
portioned form, which muA Jtrike. all thW * 
fee you — ^thefc will always diftinguifti^you inj i 
every eye; and to thofc who have a heart ast I 
wellas eyeS) mud make y^u dang43roti& ih the ^ 
extreme. Alas! I feel but too ftron^y the*-^. 
truth of what 1 fay; but I wiil not recede^'^ 
from what 1 have undertaken* I haver not >\ 
been ufed to fly from danger, Louiia, Ex** • 
cufe this appearance of boafting— perhaps I ; 
never met with that I ought to fly from bd- 
fore. 

" But I (hall be vrell repaid for any^fuf- 
ferings I may bring- upon n^yfelf, if 1 am 
the fortunate means- of ^enfuring your hap- 
pinefe>" 

How friendly ! how affeytionate, my deartft 

VOL.1. ' € 
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brother !^iow partially does his friendfliip 
paint your Louifa! He wifties to imprefs 
me with a higher idea of myfelf than truth 
quite warrants, that I may confider any at- 
tention paid me, more as my due, than as: an 
obligation conferred. I have heard him fay, 
that a confcioufnefs of her merit is often a 
woman's beft prefervative. 

Perhaps, too, he fees me as he defcribes — 
partiality will frequently miflead. How truly 
flattering is his to me ! Of all the men I 
know. Colonel Malcolm is the laft I ftiould 
have cxpedted to have found fo deeply in- 
terefted about me. You yourfelf, my Henry, 
could hardly exprefe more zealous friend- 
(hip. But yet he cannot fill up thechafm 
y<mr abfence makes. Oh! who can be fo 
-true a friend as a brother ? Were you here, 
you would aflift and direft me. 

I cannot help fearing, I know not what, 
from this preclufion of ttiy mother. Alas ! 
alas ! every thing reminds me of your lofs, 
and nothing can replace it ! ^ 

When thefe gloomy thoughts arife, I qui^ 
my pen — I will not indulge them. 

When, my beloved friend, (hall I know 
how you bear your feparation from your 
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Louifa ? Your heart will fometimes. fed a 
\oid eveii in your happieft moments. You 
may meet with friends of more fenfc and 
more experience; but you will not cafily re- 
place the companion of your earlier years, 
who made all your joys and all your griefs 
' her own. 



Thurfdaxfy the ^d. — ^A little adventure this 
afternoon hasL ferved to convince me what 
real grounds there are for Malcolm*$ fears 
and admonitions. 

Madame D'Urtife called to know whether 
I woyld join a party (he had made to go to 
Gregory*s farm; ta which I readily agreed. 

Madame D'Urtife and I were the only 
women: among the. men was l!)e Salm: he 
paid me fome fulfome, unmeaning compli- 
ments as we went along, which I did not 
' much attend to ; but when we got to the 
farm, feveral romping fchemes were fug* 
gelled while tea was preparing, which I de- 
clined entering -into. Madame D'Urtife^ 
with more giddinefs than ever I^had ob- 
' ferved in her, declared that I was very prudifti 
and nonfenfi<»ly,and if I would no( go and 
c 2 
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fwing, ihe would ; and off (he rafli. with 
Wurmfer and Rhinberg, without flaying for 
«n anfwer. 

1 had nightly ^;umed my foot, juft as we 
had reached the farm, and feeling my ancle a ^ 
little weak, I ch^fe to abide by her ridicule 
rather than attempt to follow her. De Salin 
bc^ed leave to keep, pie Company, and we 
ilroUed about the orchard, fearching for 
plants. . 

I had taken Gregory's little girl of feve;ii 
years old by the hand, under pretence of 
fu|)porting met in faft, I did not like the 
appearance of a Ute-a-tSte with De Salm, 
after what Malcolm had faid to. put me upon 
my guard. He foon fatisfied me I had judged - 
right in npt chopfing to remain alone with 
him; for his, difcdyrfe became very unre- 
/crvedly, and, I thought, ofFenfively tender. 
He feemed certain of fluttering and pleafing 
me by extravagant encomiums, and bold 
avo^vals of paflion. 

J was difgufted. Colonel Malcolm's letter 
rufhed ^wip Full convidlion into my mind. 
This, thought I, is. one of thofe fops, who 
would with to take advantage of my un- 
fufpicious franknefe ! (You recoiled, Henry, 
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that he is paying his ferious addrefles to 
Mifs Vannefch, and his propbfals are agreed 
to by her parents.) With an air of as cold 
dignity, therefore, as I knew how to aflume, 
I faid, "I am forry, Sir, if I have given you 
reafon to fuppofe, that fuch difcourfe' could 
be acceptable to me. I blame myfelf for 
the mifconftrudions I may have giVen rife 
to; but as I forbear refenting the mortifying 
freedom you have taken, I truft your con- 
duct, in return, will be fuch as to prove you 
did not mean to offend me; and, perhaps, 
you will be liberal ertough in future hot al* 
ways to impute to levity and coquetry the 
innocent gayety, that may arife f^oman over- 
flow of natural fpirit^, and confcious refti-- 
tude. You have, bnjfny part, inculcated a 
leflbn of referve, which I fliall endeavour to 
profit by." / 

He feemed finking into the earth: hre 
could only ftammer out, " I beg a thoufand 
pardons — I did riot mean to offend.'* 

" I will not fuppofe you did,'* faid I; 
** and provided you neyer recal^this fcene to 
my mind, I will endeavour to obliterate it 
from my memory." 

' <^ 3 • 
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He be^cd my hand in token of forgive* 
nefs; which I held out to him, and he re- 
fpeafuUy kiffed it.. 

Juft at this inftant Madame D'Urtife, 
with her riotous attendants, returned. I 
haftily withdrew my hand, with a look of 
confufion, I am certain, from a confcioufnefs. 
of the appearance it bore. De Salm could _ 
not recover his fpirits or prefence of mind: 
they looked upon each other, and at us, 
with evident meaning. I felt inexpreflibly 
awkward; but knew not what to fay. — 
Friendly obfervations upon the benefit of 
reft to a fprained ancle were not fpared; and 
Madame D'Urtife condoled with De Salm 
upon Mifs Vannefch's abfence from the 
party, which ftie perceived affedQd his fpi-ir 
rits.' lo fhort, I felt vexed and piqued, as 
you may ^imagine; but it muft take its 
chance. Madame D'Urtife is not a woman 
to believe, *ot indeed underftand, the ex- 
planation I could give — (he is thoughtlefe, 
indelicate, boifterous* 



Friday y the /^th. — ^I did not fuppqfe the 
little incident of yeftercjay would be fufFered to 
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fall to the ground. Some friends dined with 
us to-day, Malcolm among the reft ; he was 
cold, referved, grave. 

After dinner he approached the window, 
where I was drinking my coffee, and faid, 
" I have a thoufand excufes to make to you, 
Mifs Riverfdale, for my officious interfe- 
rence ; could I have been at all aware of its 
fruitleffnefs, I (hould have fpared myfelf the 
mortification, and you the trouble of ad- 
vice, ib very' unacceptable as mine muft 
have appeared." My heart fwelled ind%- 
nant at^ being thus fufpefted of duplicity, 
and, colouring deeply, I was going to clear 
myfelf, when the Dean came* buftling to us, 
** Hey-day, Colonel, what*s this? You look 
as if you were taking my^ office upon you j 
what, are you catechifing or confeffing Mifs 
lliverfdale ? She is not over ready with her 
anfwcrs, I fee by her blufties. N^y, child, 

- never fear him, I'll ftand by you, and fufFer 
^no one to lefture you but your ghoftly fa-* 
ther. — ^Well, what was this accident of the 
{prain? it does not appear as if it would 
prevent your dancing, if an agreeable part«» 
ner oiTereJ, this evening — Hey, Louifa !"— 
c 4 
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^* The fprain w^s nothing, Sir/^ faid I, ex- 
tremely vested, but ftruggling to conceal it. 
" No," faid the. Colonel, Ognificantlv:, 
(who had ftood biting his lips all this while) 
" fo I underftood, or I fliould have made 
inquiries this morning.*' 

The DeaQ went on without attending to 

him. " Well, and what did Madam Thing 

umby, (you. know he never recolle^fts a 

. name) think of the rural beauties of the 

'farm?-^I (hould ndt fufpecft her of much 

l^fta for retirement.'* 

^* She feemed to enjoy rural fports. Sir ; 

ioTx ihe was nauch pleafed with the fwing, 

.and. valued herfelf lipon, the height (he h^d 

jjgonp, and, the fteadinefs of her head inbear^ 

ingit.'* : 

" Aye, the only proof of fteadinefs it will 
.^ve, rU warrant," appealing with a laugh 
to 'Malcolm. ^ ** Are not you of my opinion, 
Cdlonel?" 

" I do not wiih to offend MifsRiverf- 

dale by cenfuring her friendU^ faid the 

ColoiKil, ^* \ believe," addreffing me, " you 

,did not vie vJith Madame D'Urtife in 

.putting your head to the fame trial?'*—* 

<• I was employed," replied- 1, '^ in fe^rching 
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the borders of the brbolc for a new plant, 
tvliich Ihad been reading the defcription of/* 

** I fllould doubt your finding it/* faid the * 
Colond, fneeringiy, " the pain of your acci- 
dent would probably. call off youf attention 
to CoinQ ob}c6t^more upon a level with you.^* 

I was ftiing to the quiclc, and knew not 
what to anfwer, when, as I fortunately caught 
my mother's eye, fhe beckoned me to her, 
and gave me a note (he h^d juft received, 
with difeftiona what to fay in return. This 
was a^feafonable relief; I took it to the 
writing-table, and did not give Colonel Mal- 
Colni 'any further opportunity of renewing the 
difagreeable fubjcd : I was too much piqued 
even to wifh to clear myfelf. 

To mend the matter, De Salm dropped in, 
but behaved with the moft diftant and re-- 
fpedful attentioij. The Coloners eye was 
never off him during his ftay. 



" Saturday y the 5^.— My mother inquired of 
me this niornihg, what had been the mattef 
between the Colonel and me. She had ob- ^ 
ferved a cold, cohftrained civility in him dur- 
ing the whole day, and vifible uneafinefs. 



34 . tETt£RS OF 

i told her, that I apprehended the little 
incident the evening before had been mifre- 
prefented to him ; and as he had with a truly 
paternal intereft taken occafion to put me 
upon my guard againft the butterflies, as he 
calls them, which I am furrounded by, he 
was probably vexed that I had feemed to pay 
jno more attention to his advice; and I had 
no opportunity of clearing myfclf. 
/ This relieved my mind from a part of the 
uneafinefs it has been labouring under, my 
Henry, in the idea of concealment frOm my 
' mother ; the mentioning it in thi3 way has 
obviated the difficulty of betraying Colonet 
Malcolm to her refentment. 

" Malcolm has ever been a true friend to 
our family," (he fatd : " He is an upright 
honourable man, and I am grateful to him 
for the intereft he takes in 3rou, and have no 
fear of his friendly folicitude leading you 
into any miftaken or conceited notions of 
yourfelf. It is evident that he has difcovered 
the qujdities of your heart and mind through 
the plainnefs of your perfon, and wilhes to 
cultivate that ftrid attention to propriety of 
conduft in you, which will raife your value in 
the eyes of every maa of fenfe/* 
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She faid yefterday, upon my relating to 
her what had pafled at the farm, ^* You fee 
bow completely coquetry ^illferve as afub- 
flitute for beauty. You are young, you are 
a woman, and you wi(h to attrad ; that was 
fufficient for De Salm to attempt making z 
fool of you ; beauty often obtains no more. 
Why then fliould women fet fuch a value 
upon external charms, when coquetry alone 
will do juft as well to attract the men, if that 
be the defired objed ? but you are bleiTed 
with an underftanding, my Louife, which I 
truft to for fetting coquetry in a Contemp- 
tible light, and beauty below your confidera- 



tion." 



No news of the Colonel to-day! — I feel 

uneafy under his mifapprehenfion of me, and 

yet mcthinks he might be a little dpubtful of 

appearances, which make fo much againft 

me, and wifti at leaft for an explanation. It 

is not kind to give me up all at once !— 

Surely one who had ft)0wA fo great a i-ead;- 

nefs to be led right, might have expefted a 

little indulgence, if Ihe miftook her way for 

once !— It was worth a fecond trial. But I 

offended him by making no attempt at a 

vindication. 

c6 
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Oh my Hemy ! your departure has been 
the fignal for anxiety, to aflail me from every 
quarter^ Had I not loft you, nothing of 
this kind would have befallen me. Hbu 
cVeti, ftepped between me and" difficulties, 
my guide ! my guard ! my kind protiedtor ! 

Mdif the6th.— An opportunity oflTcrs to for- 
ward this voluiiiinous packet to you. Shall 
I continue to write in this ftyle ? — ^Will you 
always find leifure to follow your Louifa 
through fill thole minute intricacies of which 
fe.male cxiftence is compofed ? Ah, Henry ! 
I Icarce know how to hope or expeft it^ 
and yet> were I debarred pf your participa- 
tion—of your advice, I (hould feem to lofe 
all that ever made life delightful to me— all 
that can gild my future profpedts; 

Adieu, my belpved brother ! my^moft va* 
luedifiend, adieu ! — ^Ah,that dreadful word ! 
it wrings the heart of your 

LOUISA. 



tAX)T RJVE'RSDAIE TO SlK HENRY 
KIVERSDALE. 

A FRiENt'S ofieJred conveyance leads me ^ 
to throw upon paper fome of the* thoughts 
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that hwe filled mylieart fince my feparation 
from its beft treafure. I h^ve not, my dear 
foiT, fuffered myfelf to give way to narrow 
grief; thofe tears which flow only for my 
own lofs will not long find their way to your 
mother's eyes. You have every profped that 
my fondeft wifhci could fuggeft — the field 
to honours and to fortune lies wide before 
you, and you fet out with principles and 
virtues for your guide, which will enfure 
fame and happinefs to yotirfeif, and make 
ypu an example to the world. ^ 

Thefe are the proud expcdtations, whicli 
take pofleflion of my mind when it dwells 
upon. my Henry, and which the dangers of 
the voyage, orapprehenfion from change 6f 
climate.do not damp: for I put my truftin 
that BeiQg, who 'has ever been my refuge and 
my fupport, and who never deferts thofe 
who confide in him. If he Ihould fee fit fo 
darken the profped, that opens fo bright be- 
fore me, he will en^ue me with ftrength of 
mind to bear it. 

Do not, my fon, attend to thefe wedk drops, 
that haVe blotted tny paper:^ — ihcy would faH 
— but they are the laft youiwill give me caiife 
tothed. 
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1 have been perfectly well fince you left 
me, and called upon for more than common 
exertions for the fake of your lifter. She 
aimed at a fteadinefs beyond her power ; but * 
the cheerfulnefs (he afTumedin myprefence 
was conftantly belied by the fwolien eyes of 
the morning. I endeavoured to furround iier 
with kind friends, who have made her the 
<:onftant object of their' folicitude ;.. and I 
think (he is recovering^ fome degree of tran- 
quillity. But to her your lofs is almoft irre- 
parable; you were to her what I can never 
be, the companion, the friend of every hour: 
and the fortunate circumftance of your being 
ten years older gave you the advantage of 
fome experience and knowledge of the world, 
which added weight and authority to your 
opinion in her eyes. 

I am certain, both from obfervation and 
experience, that a mother's being the confi- 
dential friend of her daughter is a mere ro- 
mantic fpeculation, never yet realized. That 
awe, which is neceffary to enforce obedience be- 
fore the powers of reafon come into full play, 
will ever ftand in the way of the un^eferved 
franknefs, which produces a mutual acknow- 
ledgment of little foibles^ and is the ftrong 
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cement of youthful friendfliip. The differ- 
ence of age, befides, and the frequent ne« 
ceffity of withholding many objeds from too 
c^)r an inveftigation, muft create a refervc 
in the mother/ The conftant neceflity of 
afting the part of a monitor too, the impof- 
fibility of treating fuch errors with indulgence 
as might endanger the future peace of her 
child ; all thefe are infurmountablc bars to 
that unlimited and mutual opennefs of heart, 
which belongs to friendfhip. I truft Louifa 
will ever refort to me as her moft experienced 
guide, and never take any material flep with- 
out confulting me y but further I cannot ex- 
ped. She is at the dangerous age now, which 
makes me tremble — the fupplying your place 
by a friend of her own years would increafe 
every alarm, and is what both you and I have 
ever endeavoured to guard her againft. 

A fifter would have been her happieft re- - 
fource; but that fhe is not bleffed with— 
though what have I to fear, that I (hould 
teafe myfelf and you with alarms ?— Is (he 
not uncommonly guarded by the reftitude of 
her own mind ? — She has been taught to 
think, to inveftigate, and to judge for her- 
fclf, Ferfedly unconfcious of her perfonal 
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charms, (he is devoid (if all c6nce;t, forms 
no claim to aclnlitation, and by her genfle 
artlcfs conccflioris to What (he confiders as fu- 
perior attractions in others, Ihe conciliates 
the aiFeftions of her own fex, whofe rivillhip 
or enmity is ev^r rtiore to be dreaded 
than any mifcjiief meant by your's : againft 
this we are guarc^ed, becaiife the attack is 
' expeded ; but female mifchief works in the 
dark. . 

' . And here, tny dear fon, I cannot forbear 
arrogating fome merit to myfelf,^ for the in- 
finite-pains I have ever taken to give her an 
unfavourable impreffion of her own perfoii, 
.^contrary to the pradtice of moft parents, vi^ho 
nidulge themfelves in the admiration and 
praife of theif children's beauty, till they 
make them conceited, arrogant, and infuf- 
ferable^. and the beauty t;hey may in reality 
be pofleffed of is fo counterbalanced by the 
faults arifing out of it, that I could never 
wiih topiirchafe it at fo high a price. 

Louifa, you fee, on the contrary, with the 
moft . fafcinating exterior, turns all her 
thouight upon the improvement of her mind 
and difpofitibn. -She neither paffes thofe 
hours, at her lck*5ng-ghfe which may be 
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cmplbyed with fo much more advantage, nor 
does fhe beftow. upon ribbons, flowers, and 
idle fancies the allowance entrufted to hfer 
management. She drefles in the plaineft 
manner, and, her tafte being naturaHy ele- 
gant, even this gives her a ftyle of beauty pe- 
culiar to herfelf. Her fimple mullin gown, 
and bandeau tied acrofs her hair, are fo cha- 
raderiftic of her artlefs unafluming mind, 
that I cannot exprefs the pride I take in 
contemplating this happy refult of my care, 
which I doubly glory in, as the ftrong de- 
fire to pleafe, which nature has implanted in 
her breaft, would infellibly degenerate into 
coquetry, if (he were aware of ^ her own 
' charms', . , 

Malcolm, who feems to transfer to every 
part of the family the friendChip he had for 
your father, has undertaken to give her ad- 
vice, which no one can do better. . His ex- 
perience iq* the world has taught him to 
judge of men ; and his age makes the inti- 
macy perfeftly fafe on both fides : in (hort, 
he is the very friend I would have chofen 
for her.aqiong all I kiiow^ though I think 
him at time? even cynical. Why always 
believe the worft of people ? it is embitter- 



42 LETTERS OP 

irig all the comforts of life : I w^uld never 
fuppofe a man capable of deceit until he 
(howed me he was, or I had reafon-to fuf- 
pe<5t that he had fome felfifh end in view. 

I find feveral of your friends write to 
you by this conveyance ; I therefore confine 
my letter to the objects that more imme- 
diately dwell upon my mind — ^my fon — ^my 
daughter — ^and fuch a fon ! — and fuch a 
daughter! — ^Was ever mother fo truly bleffed 
in her profpects ? 

I am mortified when fuppofed to want 
confolation for your abfence. Could I have 
wifl>ed to confine fuch talents as yours to the 
narrow fphere we here move in? — They were 
^ven for the univerfe, and to have indulged 
even a wi(h to monopolize 4Jiem would have 
marked me as unworthy of ftyling myfelf, 
what I take fuch pride in being, your truly 
'Affectionate Mother, 

CAROLINE RIVERSDALE. 



THE JOURNAL CONTINUED. 

May the jth. — Colonel Malcolm came thia 
evening, but appeared cold, conftrained ; — 
the fight of him, however, was a great relief 
to me J I hoped to find an opportunity of 
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t)cplaining what has beeu (6 provokiirgly 
mifunderttood. 

My mother*s table was made up without 
us, Wurmfer, who had cut out, went to 
the harpfichord, to pleafe himfelf, under the 
pretence of pleafing us. 

I kept at my frame ; and the Colonel mov- 
ing towards it, carelefsly faid, " Wurmfer 
hopes to attraft you to the inflrument ^ (hall 
we not be indulged with a fong ?'* 

" I am by no means harmonioufly in- 
clined,** faid I ; " my mind has been much 
out of tune fince you touched it fo harlhly 
the other day. Unkind, Colonel Malcolm ! 
is this the friendftiip you promifed me ?** and 
I felt my eyes fill with tears. 

Juft at this inftant the door opened, and 
in came Madame D'Urtife. ^ 

Never could (he have come moit inoppor- 
tunely : (he had brought her work, and was 
come to fit the evening; 

I am but a bad hypocrite, I believe; I 
looked cool ; (he did not niuch feem to at- 
tend to it. She addreiTed hcrfelf chiefly to 
the Colonel. ^ 

Her eye had been very much inflamed by 
an infeft flying into it, (fhe told him) (he was 
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not quite fure (he had gotTid of it yet, and 
infiftedr upon his looking whether he could 
perceive it. 

I could not help thinking this bold ; and 
I fancy, by his anfwer that he thought fo 
too. ' . 

He faid,, rather bluntly, " An old fol- 
dier can ftand fire; but if you hope to 
decreafethe inflammation by communicating 
it, apply to Wurmfer, he may be lefs upon 
his guard. "^ 

Should you not fuppofe this a fufHiielit 
rebuke? She did not^ however, feem to 
feel it. 

Wurmfer flew from the- h^rplichord : he 
only wiflied to be attended to in fome way 
or other. He protefted he was ready to en- 
counter any danger for her fake. She turned 
her large blue eyes languifhingly upon him. 

He faw thoufands oT Cupids in them, big 
with mifchief to all mankind; but could 
not, for his foul, difco\?'er any thing elfe.* - 
/ She turned aVvay; it was not at him, I 
believe, that her batteries were direded. She 
rattled on — (he had expedted to meet Mal- 
colm the. evening before at; fome place — re- 
peated the converfation that had pafled-— ca- 
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ricatured fome of the company; (he has^ a 
quick perception of the ridiculous in others, 
though it never happens to ftrfle her in her- 
self; (he infifted uppn talking her broken 
Englifti, although we all fpoke French with 
perfeft eafe, laughed loud ; in fhort, 0ie 
difplayed all her attraftions. 

Wurmfer was- in extacies — Colonel Mal- 
colm quite impatient. Hfi told her, (he had 
interrupted Wurmfer in a very fine fonata, 
and (he ought to make him and us amends 
byjoiiving iqa dyet. 

He meant to get rid of her by thefe means, 
but it would not do ; (he would not ftir un* 
lefs I would accompany her ; it was impoC- 
fible to be off j I went to the harp(ichord. 

Juft as we were going to begin, (lie kindly 
recdleded that (he had not feen me iince 
iny accident, but had concluded, it would 
We no bad confequences j it was very odd 
fcc had not obferved it at the time it hap- 
pened ; if I had dqne it on purpofe it could 
not have been better. managed, nor have had 
niore effeds. Poor De Salm, (he (aid, was 
tbe.viftim of his humanittf^ however, inday^- 
^g to take care of me r for Miis Vanne(€h 
Hquarrc?Ued with him, and profefled her 
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deteftation ,of general- feeling^^ her next 
lover muft confine all his fenfibility to 
her. 

It was impoffible not to look vexed at all 
this ; and, perceiving it, (he turned to Mal- 
colm, " Is not this little friend 6f ours the 
prettieft mixture of coquetry and J)nldery 
^that ever was put together? Why, for 
heaven's fake, child,** to me, ** ihould you 
wifti to veil over a propehfity fo very natural 
as the defire of general admiration ?— Find me 
the woman that is exempt from it, and you 
may emulate her fuperiority ; but till then, 
do not add hypocrify to coquetry; it will 
gain no credit, and is extremely inconvenient. 
How can you help being prettier than Mifs 
Vannefch, for inftance ? You might in- 
deed have delayed your triumph a little 
longer, had not that unlucky fprain offered De 
Salm an opportunity, he might not other- 
wife fo readily have ipet witli, of evincing his 
partiality to you 5 and, by the way, I think 
you are bound to make him amends for the 
fcrapc your graces have got him into; it 
would be the greatefl want of generofity, to 
jdefeat his hopes in one quarter, and then 
caft him out in the other ; woiild it not, to* 
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loflel ? Is Ihe not bound to compen(ate his 

All this in French ; (he could not haive 
been half fo mifohievous in Englilh. 

The Coloilel forced a fmile, and made no 
anfwer. 

Wurmfer took it up for him, and entered 
com|detely into all her opinions, paying 
bigh compliments to the fincerity with 
which Ihe confeffed the failings of her fex : 
" But,** he added, " as the Englifh poet 
%s," (for you know he is a great reader of 
Englifli poets.) 

" lis to their wcakncfs half their charms we owe." 

This led her off to a (how of erudition, 
which happily changed the fubjedl ; whilft 
poor I (at turning the leaves of the mufic- 
l^k backwards and forwards, as if feeking 
for fomething that had made its efcape 
from between them, and looking completely 
%, I am fure* 

At length, liowever, my mother's faying, 
"I, thought you were going to give us a 
little mufic," recalled all our attention to 
what had carried us to that end of the room j 
^i Madame D'Urtife iad the fatls- 
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of fpcakingi and {atisfy me whether it is 
ftill poffible you can wifh me to be the tender, 
the fincere friend you had accepted of, and 
which, I too much fear, fate has decreed me 
10| be, in fpite of ybu and myfelf/* 

I had gone up into my room with this, and 
inftantly wrote the following anfwen 

^^ Indeed,, my good friend, you have greatly 
tniftak^n me, if you judged there was any 
thing like unwiilingnefs in me to enter into 
the explanation ybu wilhed for; I have felt 
very uneafy in the wimt of it: but I was 
wounded at bemg fufpefted of duplicity; 
that 16 a leflbn I Iravc to learn, as y^t I 
have never had occafipn for it, and if ever 
I have, I truft I ihall fcom it. 

** What paffed.at the farmer's has been 
hiifrcprefeotad; the ncadent^ thou^ trifling, 
was reals cveiy thing clfe that has been re- 
lated, jfr/iftV?w« 

^ De S^ took upon him to obtrude un- 
acceptable fentiments in a manner which I 
deei3ied infuhin^; i made him fenliblc df 
his folly, in a way that, he thought, ^^- 
titled me to his gratiHide^ andhe had afked 
my hand, in tcJcen of forgivencfs and fiiend- 
fliip; when the riotous party returned to us. 
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•*''Let this fuffice for the prefent; T will 
give you .the minute particulars the firft op- 
portunity tha* offers .of converfing together. 
It is only material to me now to fatisfy yow, 
that fo far from deviating from your advice, 
I was to the utmoft of my power fliaping my. 
cenduft to it, and wifhed for nothing more 
earneftly than in opportunity of telling you 
I had done fa, and proving the full fenfe I 
have of your uncommon friendfhip, and. the 
unfeigned gratitude of a heart which ha*s 
beat moft ujieafily under the fenfe of your 
Diifconception -of its int^rity.'* 



9/A. — I could not find an opportunity to 
give him this yefterd^y evening; but he came 
to breakfaft this morning, when I gave it 
him. -He took his leave with an iir of 
anxious impatience. 

He came early this afternoon, with a very 
different afpeft from what he has worn for 
fome days. I was at work, and he inftiantly 
Hid, the' following note among the .filks that 
were lying uplbn my frame. 

" Yoti have »eftored me to life, Louifa; 
Jfor the wretched exiftencc I fhould drag o«j 

D 2 ' 
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if robbed of your confidence and friendfliip, 
would not defervc that name. I was unjuft, 
and entreat your forgivenefs. I judged you 
by the reft of womankind, but you are dif- 
ferent from any I have ever met with-'-K:andid, 
honeft, unaffedled, docile — all that I could 
with and ought to fear to find you; an angel 
kt mind, as in perfon* Louifa, I have not 
been ufed to efteem your fexj bjut you com- 
pel every fentinient to unite in your favour. 
What is to become of me? What have I to 
hope or expeft ? I have not the refolution 
to inveftigate my danger; andj indeed, I 
fear caution would come too late/* 

I am happy this explanation has at length 
txkjon place. And arc you aware, my deareft 
bfother, how flattering the idea that I fliould 
imprefs him with an opinion of my (ex 
which he has not yet had? But how, indeed;, 
ihould he think wcllof women? 'thrown into 
alineof Irfoj where the beft, I believe, do 
not abound-^-r-young and handfomc himfelf,. 
and very open to the impreifion of beauty^ 
their charms were only an introdu^ion to 
the knowledge of their fraiky; and people 
muft judge firom their own experience, if 
they judge at all. How delighted (hall I be 
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to retrieve, the charadter of my (ex in his 
eyes! — but why does he talk of danger?— ^ 
does he think me capable of fporting with 
his feelings? Ah no, Colpnel Malcolm !-^aa 
far as the moft afFedtionate attention can con- 
tribute to your fatisfadtion, it (hall never be 
wanting. 



loth. — :We have had aIo«g and pleaffng 
icooveriation this morning:^ I have perfectly 
fiitisfied Colonel Malcolm in every particular, 
as to what had paffed. He faid a thoufand 
kind, afFedionate, flattering things; he is to 
warn me^ and advife me upon all occafions^ 
I am to confult him, and to confide in him. 

He has not been happy through life — xtk 
the midft of falhion, of the gratification of 
his vanity and of his paflions, he felt aii 
aching^void, from the want of meeting with 
fuch a mind as mine (he w€ts pleafed to fay), 
and his now having difcoveredit might only 
be a fource of freih unhappinefs; for how 
could he hope that, young and pleafing as I 
was, \ (hould not prefer the fociety and cori- 
vcrfation of thofe nearer to my own age^ who 
muft naturally all be contending for mine I 
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and what right had he to murmur if I 
did? \ ' ^ 

I aflured him, he quite miftook me;, that I 
had ever fought the fbciety of friends above 
iny own years, becaufe I found inftruftibn 
.mixed with pleafure in their converfation; — 
that my brother had accuflomed me to think 
fohdly, although he had always carefully 
cautioned me againft the affedtation of ap- 
pearing wifer than my companions; but that 
,1 took very little delight in the noify unmearfc- 
ing joy of very ypung people* H« faid I 
was an angel. 

\ find Madame D'Urtife has taken great 
pains to mifreprefent the ftory of De Salm; 
ilot defignedly perhaps- — 1 n^ay do h^r iryuf- 
tice — (he is talkative ' and unthinking — fhe 
has certainly made mifchief between De Salm 
.and Mifs Vannefch* 

I foniehow feel inclined to judge unfavour- 
ably of her; I know not why — lam tempted 
to think ihe has defigns upon the Colonel. 

I am interrupted — a letter from my 
Henry. 
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SIR HENRY RIVERSITALE TO LOITISA. 

Lyons, zfyh AfriL 

I Will not attempt to exprefs the pangs I 
felt at parting from my amiable fifter--^om 
my heart's Louifa! who \yilU I truft, ere 
this can reach her^ be reftored to the calm 
control of that uncommon fhare offenfe'^ 
and rcafon, which nature has implanted in 
her breaft, and which I would not for the 
world again difturb; and indeed I fliould not 
know where to find words, adequate to my 
feelings, if I wiflied it, 

I endeavoured to follow my mojther's ad^ 
vice, and, to diflipate the melancholy fore- 
bodings which ftole on my mind, in fpitq 
of every effort, to fix my attention on the 
new fcenes, new objefts, and new charac- 
ters, which furround me. 

I picked up. a French officer at the fecohd 
pqfic (who was travelling the fame way, 
and waiting for the firft c6che that might 
pafs), in hopes that his converfation would 
force my thoughts out of the painful bent, to 
which they perpetually recurred. Unmeaning 
talk, however, goes but a little way towards 
p 4 
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drawing the mind out of itfelf* FEs end- 
lefs volubility, in a very (hort time, came to 
wafte itfelf upon my ear with no more effedt 
than would be produced by the ticking of a 
clock; fortur(ately he laid it alt to the ac- 
count of Englifh taciturnity, and of courfe 
took no_ofFence; nor did he feem to con- 
fider it as the leaft check. He certainly 
pleafed himfelf by talking on; and as he 
dealt more in declamation than in interroga- 
tion, we proceeded with great mutual com- 
placency. 

As we approached the lafl: pojte to this 
city, however, he found means to roufe me. 
There, faid he, pointing to a very fumptu- 
ouS chdteau we were paffing by, that is the 
chdteau Bvifrafe! the found was electric! 
my very foul vibrated to it. \ Whether he 
perceived me change colour 1 know not; but 
he added, " it is inliabited by ah angel— c*o^ 
mie creature cHeftCy MonJieurP'' * faid he. 
** You are acquainted with Madame de Sain- 
val, Sir?'*^ faid I. He had only had the honour 
of feeing her once, de loiriy aujpeciacle^% sit 

• She is a heavenly creature^ Sir. 
t At a diftance, at the play-houfe. 



Lyom, he told tnc; but that was quite fuf- 
6cknt to fatisfy bioi, that it was hnpoflible 
to fay too much either of her perfon or mind* 
I fmHed at the precipitancy with which he 
had fettled the point, from his diftant view 
of her at a play-houfe; it was Angular that 
he ftiould, inftantly^ and by chance, have 
ftruck upon what it had coftmefuch infinite 
pains to guard againft the ftrong convidlion o£ 

This Kttle circumflance drew me irrefiftibly 
towards him. I would not> however, indulge 
in the itibjeft we had begun upon; but I 
obferved to him, that^ from his being ifb very 
clear in his judgment upon phyfiognomy> I 
gueffed him to be a difciple of Lavater. 

^Ak MonfieuT ! de coeur et d^ame /" * ex- 
claimed he.' I Y^ied, laughing,, that it was 
probably from friendly confiderations for La- 
vater that he left head out of the quemon^ 
as that fometimes required argumentative 
conviAion, witft which the heart ax^d./oul 
might difpenfe. « ■- . ^ 

^^Jh I Monfieur pldifante f ^ and has, per- 
liaps, not read the book','' he faid. 

^ With my whole heart and fouL * 
f Ah! you joke. 

i>5 
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I told him I had looked into fome partsof 
it, which had to me appeared rather proble- 
matical. 

He would undertake to convince me in 
live minutes. — Did I recolleft that fine paf^. 
fage, where Lavater exclaims with enthu- 
iiafm, " Oh ! princes, and potentates of the 
earth, fecure to yourfelves, at any rate, mini- 
Hers with acquiline nofes*!" 

Recollefting fomething nearly to that pur- 
pofe, I acknowledged it with a fmile. 

" Well then. Sir, in fnpport of this,^ added 
he, "when he lays before you a profile of 
Csefar, and' another erf Sully, with exadly 
fuch nofes as he has been defcribing, can 

^ This cpiotatiQi^ is> not niccinrat^f either from the 
French ot thc^ Engiilb traAflauons of Lavaiter. Bat in 
the iith fragjDient of the fec^ndyalftme^ fpeaking of 
the great King c^ Ffirffia^ he fays, ** Let a phyfiog- 
nomiflt, blindfbfifed, only be permitted to draw his 
£nger lightly &om thf fummk of th& focifhead to the 
extremity of the tiofe^ afid he mufl pifdaiini» This maa 
is born to aftonifh themiverfel This man was deftined 
by nature to the throne t" And in fragment the'stlw 
of the 3d vdhrme, *' This nofe would do honour t<ya 
minifkr of ^'te or a prince f* Thi8> perhaps, comes 
near enough to jaftify a Frenchman's ^notation. 

Th& Editor* 



there remain the (hadow of a doubt of then* 
being the infallibk indrcations of a mind qua- 
lified to direft an empire ?'* 

" As |ar as Cafar and Sully go, certainly 
not," I replied; "and for ought I know, this 
may be the very reafon why I have never 
been able to give my hearty concurrence to 

Lord N -'s meafures. It never ftruck 

me in this light before, but it is clearly hi* 
not having the right fort of nofe.'*^ - 

1 might railler as much as I pteafed upoa 
the fubjeA,^ he affured me he was very feri- 
ous; but he was aware, que les Meffieurs 
Anglais tie fe laij/aient pas facUemertt cc^ 
miTicre *. • 

I imagine my companion will gain credit 
iti your eyes, my Louifar by his enthufiaftic 
fervor in defending yoiir friend Layater*s 
opinions^ ; ^ 

I did not njean to have (topped long enough 
iere to write to you^ but a. letter I found 
awaiting me has. made a change m my plan; 
it is from our friend B^ and informs me,^ that 
copies of effentiaj papers relating to our 

•That Ehglilh gientlcmcn are not eafily convinced. 
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troublefome bufinefs, tc^^b^ with a i^ough 
draught of the deed and inftrumient, which 
it will be neceffary for him to %n, had ban 
fent to him at Paris ^ but Aat he could not 
await my arrival, as he is tinder the neceffity 
t)f going; immediately to Bourbon to attend 
lus aunt, who is ill. In confequence of this 
I am determined to take that ^oad to Paris, 
although it will lengthen my journey^ and 
caufe a confiderable dd^ j but i know that 
our meeting will expedite the bufinefe, and 
may prevent a much igreater Ibfs of time in 
London; and I had ralher give up the ad- 
vantage of^oing by the firft (hips, than fub- 
jeft my dear mother and you to the incon- 
venience of leaving it unfiniftied. Upon 
this head I write more at lepgth to hcrfelf *, 

My ne\V friend has taken charge of tny 
amufements during my ftay here, whicli wfti 
bSe of two or three days> to await the arrival 
of the cdcke^ and intercept John*s progrefs 
to Paris, as I flball now want him. with me. 

I {hall not enter into any particidar detail 
of the opulence, el^aiKe, and induftry, dif- 
played in the manufaftures of this place, as 

• This letter to Lzdy Riverfdale is ziot found. . 



l^ave nothing to fay, o/ which you are not 
tdrea4y irformed. - 

Mbtifieor Duffbn infift^ upon conduftipg 
toe to the play laft night. I recolleded whom 
he had feen there, ai\d was willing to give 
myfelf credrt for a prudent reluftanCe in ex* 
pofing myfelf to fuch a^neeting* I objc<aed, 
hut I believe it was faintly ; for his/perfu^ 
lions got the better, and I went. . . 

Ik^ it was with a latent Ipvk of hope, 
in my breaft, • that 1 migbt be forced into ^ 
J)refcnce, which reafon fo ftiiohgly i urges me 
to avoid; for I felt exceffively difappofaited, 
upon c^ing my eyes round the boxes, to 
kt not one face that I had an^. partioul^ 
inofive either for looking ^t or avoiding. « I 
became diflatis^cd with the* performfancei an4 
would gladly have \yithdrawn myfelf &om 
^y companion; but that was impoflible. 

You fee, Louiia, I encourage you to give 
me an account of all your thoughts, .and 
ieven weaknefles (if any.fuch ccxuld »exift;in 
my filler's mind) by the^franfcnifs withivbich 
I lay open mine. / . ' r - ^A* 

Write, to me ofteh, and be minute^ imy 
beloved friend! — the delay in^the. fatisfa&ioi^ 
of hearing, froto you wasjthebnlyiietrttftm- 
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(lance that gave me a momentary hefitatioa 
about lengthening my journey to Paris. But 
alas! when I think of the immeafuilable dif- 
tance that will foon feparate us I — ^when I 
thmk that the time, the moment, when 
your Henry's advice might be of ufe — his 
proteftion wanted — muft be long, long 
elapfed, befoi^ even tlte letters can reach 
him 

Excufe this defpondence of the inftairt— 
I cannot dwell upon the fubjeft. 

Yet when I relied upon the end propofed 
in this long voyage \ — upon the advantages 
that will ultimately accrue to my revered 
' parent, and my adored Louifa, from my ac- 
ceptance of the fituation fo honouraUy ob»- 
tained for me, I condemn myfelf for my un^- 
manly, my unavailing regrets. My imagi^- 
nation anticipates the time, when- my eKej^** 
tions (hall h^ve reftored thofe, who are dearer 
to me than life,, te the fituation they are err^ 
titled to (Ul in theiv own country ;. where f 
may at length return^ to them blefled with 
the means to diffu(e happinefs around m^ 
and enjoy with my mother and ipy (ifter the^ 
leward of my toils. 

Meanwhile I am deeply (enfible of the 



difference in our (ituations, and how* much 
more arduous my Loui(a*s trial is than mine 
in our reparation. The identity of the fcenos 
around you will perpetually aflbciate with 
the idea of Henry. While the variety of 
objeAs,' the anabitious purfuits in which I 
am engaging^ muft ferve in fome degree te 
divert my attention from poignant refleftion. 
We are by no means upon a level; yet at 
this moAient L perhaps might yie even with 
my Louifa in painful fenfibility. 

*♦ Where'er I go, whatever realms I fee. 
My heart, un traveled, fondly turns to thee; 
Still to my fifter turns, with ctafelefs pain. 
And drags at each remove a lengthening chain.'' 

Nevjer before did I feel the full force of 
thefe beautiful lines. Certainly the-fimilarity 
of fituation ftrengthens their impreffion on a 
heart filled with the fame fweet and cordial 
afiedion. Adieu, adieu, my friend, my 
fitter \ Guardian angels ever proteft you ! ^ 



LOUISA IN ANSWER. 

Geneva^ iitb Maj^* 

The very fight of my beloved brother*^ 
hand-writing was almoft too much for me : 
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judge, tiien, Aow overplowering the aflec^ 
tionate cc«itents of your letter muft have 
|>roved ! But it has been vjery long in coni- 
ing. I did not compladn, becaufe I was 
Aire you could not be negledVful: but do 
not ever again, deareft Henry, truft letters 
to a private handj the poft is a fo much 
furer and fpeedier conveyance- 
Ungrateful Louifa! to begin with find- 
ing fault, whilft the moft infignificant fen- 
tence, that can catch the eye in 'this faith- 
ful tranfcript of fraternal afFedion, is more" 
than fufficient to repay the anxious expec- 
tation. ' - , 

Oh! that I could recall an exprefEbn in 
the pacquet you will find at Paris * } I- can- 
not bear you fhould think me narrow- 
minded. I did feel a momentary pang at 
fancying myfelf fo foon forgotten ; and there- 
fore I uttered it: but recollecting, that 

" The felfifli heart deferves the pain it ftels/* 

I inftantly checked myfelf j and now I weep 
that my brother (hould have fufFered fo much 
and fo long from our feparation. . 

f See page 9, ♦« And could my brother, &c»*t 
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Explain toniie, my dear friend, theft feem- 
ing contradi&ions in a mind, which I take 
£ome pains to reduce to confiftency ! 

I trace the uneafinefs of your*s, through 
every attempt at cbeerfulnefs in your letter. 
I fee too — and I grieve to fee it — how Ma- 
dame De Sainval ftill hangs about your 
heart. 

Explain to ine^Ifb, Henry, why it is, that 
with (b ftrong a fenfe of what is right, and 
fo determined a refolution to a<5k up to it, 
the conflid: fliould be fo frequently renewed, 
and oirr bed refolves fo conftantly in danger 
of being fhaken. Had you weakly given 
way in the firft monjents^-had you ever 
fuffered a ray of hope to enter your breaft— 
I could have underftood it : but you were 
inftantly aware of your danger, and fled, 
even before the objeft of it could form thfe 
flighted fufpicion of the effeft of her charms; 
and yet the dangerous idea for ever haunts 
you ! 

I truft to my fair countrywomen for ex* 
felling this troublcfbme intruder from your ' 
ix)fom. I^ entreatt you not to fell in love at 
Paris — I have -fet my heart upon your fixing 
youraffeaions in England, though tlic moft 
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I know of Englifhwomcn is from report; for 
thofe wc fee here are in general fo fojreignifed, 
we cannot judge fairly of them : but from 
the idea I have pidured in my own ima- 
gination, I could by no means be fatisfied 
to have you choofe a 'wife of any other 
country. ' • 

And, by the by, I ftrongly fufpeft, that 
the partiality you have conceived for the 
French originates witli this fame little lur^ 
bidden gueft, who has taken fuch poffeflSon 
of youj^mind, and pervades your thou^ts 
in every fliape, unperceived even by your- 
felf. 

I am inuch entertained with yoyr French 
officer, though rather, difturbed that you 
fhould expeA me to like his defence of my 
admired Lavater. From fuch a defender 
Heaven defend me^ — it puts me in mind 
of Soame Jenyns's' defence of Chriftianity: 
only that I believe the officer has the ad* 
vantage in point of fincerity ; for he^ at leaft, 
meant well to his caufe. 

But how is it, my dear brother, that I, 
wTio am always fo certain I muft be wrong 
when I differ in opinion from ypu, (hould 
in tile cafq of Lavater continue obftinate? 



MISS RIVERSI>ALE« 6^ 

I think ft muft proceed from fomething like 
an internal evidence, arifing in fupport o^ 
his dodrine: for I am ready to fubfcribe to 
your idea that, in the true Q)irit of a fyften>- 
monger, he every where carries his fyftetn 
too far : at the fame time I cannot . help 
thinking, that if you, were as impartial' upon 
this head as you are in general, you would 
allow there is much of ii^enuity, obferva- 
tion, and truth, in his work. 

I really believe you will not truft me with 
your fair opinion upon the fubjed, left, 
under the fandion of it, I might give too 
much way to fanciful ideas in phyfiognomy, 
and take unfounded prejudices for or againft 
People at firft fight. 

My mother has written to you, along with 
n^ypacquet, to Paris, where this may now 
^fo get before you. She delays anfwering 
your's till (he hears the refult of your inter- 
view with B , at Bourbon; but bids me 

% (he is much pleafed with your determinar 
tion of goirig there. 

It may not turn out unufeful in another 
^'peft; as your report, in r^ard to ihc 
accommodations at fomc <>f thofe Ffcach 
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watering-places, may influence her choice, if 
Tiflbt (hould perfift in wifhing her to make 
trial of any of them. She continues very 
jnaterially better, however, and flatters her- 
felf there may be no occafion for any thing 
more than following up his prefcriptions re- 
gularly: and," indeed, I begin to hope fo 
too* 

Obferve, Henry, that I fliall always an- 
fwer your letters as I am doing now, iade- 
.pendantly of my joulmal, that I may not 
break in upon the narrative, which has on a 
fudden become more interefting than I ex- 
pe<5led. • 

I am anxious for your opinion in regard 
to Colonel Malcojm; indeed I am anxious 
for it in eveiy thing, and do not at all direft 
mytelf well without it, as you will perceive* 
Oh, my beft friend ! were I to give way to 
my regrets, they would be endlefs. I ex- 
pelled to mifs your counfels*— to mifs youT 
participation in my little diftrefles and in my 
occupations: but I mifs yoti in my very 
pleafures, my Henry !- — nothing fe^ms to me 
to aaifwer to that nstme twftht)ut ysou. In 
ihort, I % with Montatigne, •^ /* #5tow / 
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iccoutumee ct Stre deuxihne pariouif que Je 
lefuis plus qiCa moitii mille part ♦/' 

But I cannot bear to be for ever harping 
ipon fo painful a ilring: there is often more 
^e affeftion (hown in fuppreffing, than in 
attering, all that the heart would fu^eft. 
Your's will ever give me credit for what I 
do not fay, whilft every aftiDn of my life 
teads to prove how truly I am, in the fuUeft 
fenfe of the words, your affectionate, obliged, 
and moft grateful Louisa. 



THE JOXJRNAL CONTINUED. 

May the i ttlu — An excurfion of three.days 
to Laufanne has interrupted my journal, A 
fodden indifpofition of my grandmother's 
^ alarmed my aunt^ and (he fent over an 
txprefs for us*. Colonel Malcolm had fome 
Winefs tliere, and offered to attend us. 
The good Dean thought his fervices might 
^^ acceptable to the dear old woman, and 
offered' his company likewife, of which we 
thankfully availed ourfelves. 

*^I was fo a<coibined to feci myfclf yJrw^/ every 
'kcrc, tkajt I iipw fteflMphe^bjit *#^i»»y pJa^^* 
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She was, however, much better by tbe 
time we .got there, and exprefled great 
fkisi^icHi in the £^t of us. The calm 
refignation there is about her, jomed to tic 
purity of her mind and fimplicity of her 
manners, impiefs one with the idea of a 
(kiot. 

She and the Dean pafied fevend hours to- 
gether in conver(ation and prayer. I would 
gladly have been admitted ; but (he faid the 
fcene was too folemn for my yfears^ (he feared 
its making too painful an impreffion - upon 
my youthfulmind, which was already quite 
Serious enough few* my age : fee (aid, (he 
would not have her Louifa become a /t- 
dufe. 

She has fixed me down in her own opifiion 
for having too feriousa turn, ever fince I cx- 
prcfledmy admin^tion fo warmly of Young's 
Night Thoughts. 

Yet I fee no more reafon, my dear brother, 
for fuppo(ing one is to be gloomy for liking 
them, than for having a (hxmg knfe of 
one*s religious duties; which no one can 
furpafs her in, and I never (aw at her age 
a more cheerful dund. Young was bimfetfi 
lamtoWjferftomaglootnyman. * Hcraifes 
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our hopes and expeftations from this world 
to that where change (haH be no more: and 
is it deftroying our enjoyments here, to place 
them in their true light of inftability ? Is he 
not fully juftified in the doftrine, that if 
this world be our all, it is nothing, becauic 
wc have no permanent hold upon any one 
blcffing? But if we look «pon it as the en- 
trance to immortality, <ivcry happinefs we 
Ihatch as we go has a double zed; and we 
can lofe them without repining,^ becaufc we 
have higher objefts in view. 

Without repining^ did I (ay? — Ah, my 
Hwiry ! where were all thefe moral convic- 
tions when I parted from you ? Alas ! al^s ! 
how little can all our arguments, all our 
philofophy^ guard us againfjt the flrong im* 
pulfe /6f the moment !-^We reafon at a dif- 
tance, and imagine ourielves ileeled^ but 
when the hour ^f trial comes^ nature reigns 
triumphant, and proves the fallisicy of our 
proud theories. 

Yet I will fayi that a chriftian phUofopher, 
(and, indeed, We have always agreed that 
there never was another who could m^e 
good the -name) fooner recovers the baliuice 
of bis foul, and isoeftored to peace, and 
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that confidence in the Supreme Ruler of 
the univerfe, from which I have found fuch 
ineftimable benefit in this my fiift trial. 
And fo, having dubbed myfelf a chriftian 
philofopher, as you perceive, I have brought 
nxy philofophy back to Geneva tliis evcniog, 
for your improvement, it (hould feem. 

I did not quite intend, when I fat dQwn, 
to.get into fuch a;mor?d!dtiflerjtiition; but my 
pen fometimes takes its own waqr, you knowj 
and, moreover, you wifti it (hould. 

Colonel Malcolm's whde attention is di* 
lefted to mo in ^ viery marked manner; and, 
highly as we. have ever efteemed him, I can- 
not but feel greatly flattered withjt, as you 
may fuppofe. 

We endeavoujied. to perfuade my aiint to 
move hithdr with my grandmother, which 
&e]did not combat fo ftrongly as ihp has 
formerly done; and we have hopes it may 
be brought^ about. Her motives for re- 
maining at Laufanne have decrealed in &rcc 
by^ the death of hec friend; aiid we hope 
tfaai;; <lur havihg found a houfe here wbicb^ 
will, hold m al%, (you remember Madiame 

De' *s)r will (iinch the bufincfs, fof. wt 

(hall lofe.no time.ia feciuing it« : 
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I muft not omit to mention, that the 
Dean's acquaintance with the great luminary 
of literature, that Ihines fo benignly upon 
Laufaniie, gave us an opportunity of feeing 
him. He had invited fome company to a 
collation, and politely defired the Dean to 
prevail upon his party to partake of it. 
Whether the Dean might have hinted at our 
curiofity to fee him, and that a wifh to im- 
prefs us with peculiar admiration added at 
all to the degree of parade that ftruck us in 
him, 1 cannot fay. His converfation cer- 
tainly abounds in, entertaining anecdote, to 
which he feemed to call the attention of the 
company by the tap of his fnufF-box : his 
flowdidaftic manner of fpeaking may pro- 
bably arife from the habit of confidering 
over his phrafes before he fubmits them to 
public criticifm. I have feen fo few writers 
of eminence, that I can form no comparative 
judgment; but I (hould imagine an author 
niuft always be in fome degree ftudying to 
keep his converfation upon a level with his 
literary fame, and therefore not fo likely to 
feu into the eafy colloquial ftyle of elegant 
company." I was, however, highly gratified 

VOL. I. E 
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in the vilit^ and much pkafed upoft the 
whole : and he has obl^ingly promlfed to 
improve the acquaintance ia his next e^- 
curiion hither. 



17/A. This morning has produced the fol- 
lowing note from Colonel Malcolm : v 

" Louisa! too amiable Louifa ! I mufl; 
ceafe to fee — I muft ceafe to hear youl-»- 
What have I brought upon myfelf ! — ^Ifour 
fweetnefs — your gentle, affedionate atten- 
tions, are deftruftion — fatal, indeed, to my 
peace, has been the charge I have under- 
taken ! 

" Yet you did fay, you preferred the fo- 
ciety of thofe whofe years were beyond your 
own. Could it be poffible for you to give a 
permai>ent preference to fiich fociety, I might 
not be wholly hojJelefi : and the mod diftant 
gleam breaking in upon me would relieve 
me from inexpreffible torture. ' 

" If you have nothing kind to fay, he 
harfli,. and forbid me your prefence — that 
may give me ftrehgth to fly you 

*' Frclh openings have been mafle to me 
in regard to the miiSoni but I can think of 
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Aottitng-^I can attend to nothing, inde- 
pendant of ^ou. 

^ To purftre the profped held out would 
take mc ftom you-^and I cinnot go 

" Had I empires, Louifa, I Would lay them 
at yotfr fect-^but I have only in honeft heart, 
which now^raik lave but otit objeft in view. 
Give me the flighteft encouragement, (for, 
Louifa, you cannot deceive) and I will urug- 
gle through any diflG[culties 

'* But if I rtiuft forrh no hopes, it little 
matter^ what becomes of the unfortunate 

^^ Malcolm/' 
This is my anfwer : 

^ I A!* too finceiely grieved for the paiA 
I give you, my worthy friend, to affeft eithct 
W doabt ^t tttifuridcrffiaiid you. It is con- 
fideiice iiiyou, and not in myfelf, that fatisfies 
me off&ijtf fiheerity, 

^ lita ^qusaiy honoured and flatterdd by 
your fentinients: but it will ba extt6h\€lf 
difficult to recoricile th^m to prudence either 
to youi* part or rniiif . 

' " To niy mother, therefore, I refer you : 

if (he approve, you flidl not find Louifa 

-E z 
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backward, where gratitude and themoftaf- 
fedionate efteem point the way.** 

I hope, Henry, you will not think this is 
going too far — ^it will now reft with my mo- 
ther's opinion. . ^ 

Another note ! enclofed in a boqk he had 
offered to- lend me. Now I know not what 
todo! ' ' 

COLONEL MALCOLM TO LOUISA, 

" Your letter ^itates me beyond ex- 
preffion. You give an opening to my hopes^ 
but to crufh them again inftantly by referring 
me to Lady Riverfdale — what can I fay to 
her, that will in any fhape fatisfy the cold, 
prudential views of maternity ? She is good, 
but not indulgent — (he cannot allow for 
fentiments fhe has never underftood^ and 
what have I to offer at this moment but. un* 
certain profpedts and an hon^ft heart? Dq 
" not mifunderftand the purport of my notcy 
my lovely child: 1 do not wifti to tie you 
down to any thing — I claim no promife — it 
is I only who fliall be bound — to devote my 
life to you, if you give me a fmile of appro- 
bation. I (hall inftantly be roufed to take 
fuch fteps as will bring my long-dubious fete 
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to a crifis-^if a fortunate one, with what 
tranfport fhall I then fall at your mother's 
feet, and folicit the bleffing^ which can alone 
give a value to my exiftence I 

" If I fail— -I (hall not long be troublefome 
to you in any (bape: but do not noiv — do 
nbt, for Heaven's fake, reft my hopes upon 
your mother's fandion I" 

What can I fay ? What can I do, Henry ? 
Would it not be cruelty to perfift in the re- 
ference to my mother for the prefent ? — 
What, indeed, is there to refer to her,- as he 
fo gcneroufly declares he does not wi(h to 
bind me ? The gratitude his difintereftedneft 
imprcflcs upon my heart, r can have no 
doubt of her fully concurring in; therefore, 
as he juftly obferves, what is there for the 
prefeat to refer to her about ? Very (hort,^ 
indeed, muft this heart fall of all that her 
precepts and example have tended to incul-* 
fete, if it could withhold tlie tribute of 
affedionate efteem fo juftly due. Unfeeling 
muft I be, if I could bear the thought of 
caufing unhappiriefs to one who fo eminently 
diftinguiflies me by his preference. Never, 
. Colonel Malcolm! — never, my worthy, re- 
E 3 
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vered friend i will the higUf- honoured 
LpuiCi withold her.affcaionate exertion to 
promote your happinefs : and (hould mf 
mother approve, . a$ I cannot doubt (h^ 
will when he comes to have it in his 
power to explain his wiflies to her, what 
^ happy profpcft wilj mine be !^«-For what 
fignifies the difference of age^ my dear bro- 
ther? 

I do not like young men : they are incon* 
ftant, prefumptuous, opinionated, ignorant, 
la him I (hall be fure of an experienced guide, 
an inftrudive companion, a faithful friepd. 
His want of fortune — ^for, (hould his pro- 
fpeds even anfwer to his moft fanguine ex- 
peftations, it will but be a bare compe* 
tency — his want of fortune is more gratifying 
to me, than if he were* poffeffed of the em- 
pires he talks of. I might then be fufpcded 
of interefted views : now no motive can bq 
affigned but the right one-^a folid wi(h for 
rational happinefs. 

, I may even, perhaps, by fome be. blamed, 
and deemed imprudent for not attending 
piore to pecuniary confiderations. Mean, 
fordid confiderations ! how I defpife them I— 
as if liappinefs were to be purchafed ! 
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I cannot form a^ doubt of the linccrity of 
Colond Malcolm's protcftations : for what 
couJd tempt a man to deceive, where no 
ambitious or interefted end is in view, you 
kn<mfi On the contrary, he will, perh^s, 
be blamed as 'much and more than I can be, 
for forming the connexion* Generous, dif- 
intcrefted Malcolm ! yod do not bind me !^— 
but my heart does, to repay, in the only 
way I am able, the mifery you lay to my" 
chai^. 

Confidering it thus impartially, I am quite 
determined to accede to his requeft of with- 
holding the communication from my mo* 
ther for the prefent : flie certainly, however 
well fhe rtiight wifh to do it, could not give 
her fancftion to fo preouious ail engagement. 
Col^, unfeeling prudence,' would force her 
to difapprove, againft her better judgment 
and kinder affedtions. It is certainly quite 
right to delay it,, till he has really fome poll- 
tive propofal to make : meanwhile, however, 
each look and each adion (hall Ihow my 
valued friend, that every wi(h of my heart is 
his, " " ' ^" ■ . 

E 4 
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iZth. Colonel Malcolm eafily perceived 
by my manner, that I affented to the requeft 
with which he ended hisJetter f and he feemed 
to acquire a new being. 

I had agreed to go to Madame De 's 

aflembly. He met me there. It turned 
out to be a dance. You know I am not at 
any time paffionately fond of dancing ; and 
I availed my£e)f of a flight head-cche, as an 
excufe for fitting out, which I knew would 
give him an opportunity of converfing with 
me at leifure. 

You will readily conjefturc what our dif- 
courfc turned upon — the moft unbounded 
profeffions of attachment on his part; every 
afFeftionate and grateful return on mine. 
He is immediately to fet out for Vienna, and 
fee what the refult ©f the new overtures made 
to him will be. 

In the courfe of our converfation he paid 
fome compliments to my perfpn, which fur- 
prized me; and I fmilingly faid, " I will not 
accufe you of thinking meanly of my under^ 
flanding, in fuppofing it can -be gratified by 
this kind of flattery : I 4m willing to believe 
your partiality leads you to think what you 
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lay ; but furely you and my mother fee with 
v^ry different eyes.'* 

" I do not believe that we do," replied he; 
" but fhe has laid down a maxim to herfelf, ' 
which (lie has. often contended with me for 
the propriety of- — that young perfons ought 
to be kept ignorant of their own attractmis^ 
as the hejl means offecuring that timid^ un- 
ajfuming behaviour, which is their greateji 
ornament'' 

" And has my mother fo poor an opinion 
of me as to fuppofe, that I might not be 
tn^fted with the confcibufnefs of fo flight an 
advantage ? That head muft be weak indeed, 
which could be, turned by the poffeflion of 
fo fecondary a qualification !-^I cannot tell 
you how much I feel mortified and let down 
by the idea :'* and I believe my countenance 
evinced the truth, of my words ; for he was 
affefted, and exclaimed, " Oh, Louifa ! 
what a chajraderiftic trait of your fuperior 
mind is this ! How few — how very few wo- 
men could fay the fame, and gain a mo- 
ment's belief !" 

I endeavoured to take up the defence of 
my own fex upon this as. well as fome other 
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points; but am forry to fay I did not feem 
to gain much ground with him : his opinion 
of women in geaeral is v6ry depreciating. 

[Here there is a hrtak of about three weeks in the 
journal^ for which the Editor caa only account by 
a pacquet's being loft, as Lbuifa makes no mention 
of any reafon for it. The following^ htter, which 

' probably reached Lady Riirerfdale in th]$ interval^ 
as no ^nfwcr any where, appears to it^ k here ia- 
ferted to fill up the hiatus.^ 



SIR HENRY TO i;.Al>X RIVBRSP^AiE. 

{The beginning of this letter entitefy relates 
to the law^papersy bondSj &!e. in the hands 
9f Mr. B ■ ^ %vhx>in Henry bad gene 
out of his toay to meet at Bourbon^ As 
it is merelyi dry^ detail^ it appears to the 
Editor more conformable to the nofvel4ike 
appearance^ that is endeavoured ta be 
thrown over this correfpondenee^ ta fiate 
briefly^ that the loxo-fijut^ in which the 
family weri involved j originated in the 
fudden death of Sir William Biverfdale, 
in the Eaji Indits, t$^thati$ a wilt; akd 
the dijhonejty of Uie agents in remitting 
5 



] 
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his fortune: and Sir Henry ^ in one of 
tiie Jkbfequent letters^ appears to ha'oe 
obtained the appointment thither chiefly 
with the view of be4ng ablf to manage 
tlie matter better upon thefpoi.^ 

He then continues : 

— — The deviation I have made has npt 
in itfelf proved at all unpleafant^ e:2cept fo 
far as it has thrown the profpcd of receiving 
accounts of my beloved mother and fiftcr tO 
a greatci* diftanee. My foul hungers and 
thirfts for intelligence of you both j which 
I might ^bate very certainly received at 
Lyons, whence I wrote, could the motiveai 
for this chailge of plan have been fore* 
fecn. The idea, that Ibme of the watering* 
I^es I have vifited might at a fuhire pei^iod 
be ufeful to my deareft mother, if hct hcaltb 
continued in its prefeilt fliidtiscting ftate, 
has given them a confidei^ble degree of in«^ 
tercft in my eyes* 

My road 6rft led to the Kttle city Of 

Luxeuil,. at the extremity of which there are 

wann fprings. ^A building, conftrudted with 

feme degree of elegance, enclolesrtbe h^% 

16 
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with an arcade, and a walk of limes furrouhds 
it. The baths are filled by fprings ot dif- 
ferent degrees of temperature, and aire in 
general very neat ; the water perfeftly clear ; 
and bathing can fcarcely be more luxurious, 
than it is at this place. I am not fure, how- 
ever, that it might be reckoned entirely fo 
by thofe, who want a great deal of attend- 
ance: I do not, you knowj and certainly 
none was prefled upon me. Would Mon- 
fiexH" take the key ? or Ihould he (the guide) 
lock the door on the outfide whilft Moi^fieur 
went in? 

I took the key without hefitation ^ per- 
feftly convinced, that if he had heard of a 
dance, or a party of any kind, or had only 
been a&ed to play at the dulleft of all gam,cs, 
domino, which is a favourite recreation here, 
every idea of the folitary bather would have 
been obliterated, and I might have been im- 
prifoned in the building all night. 

Plombieres is a kind of mountain village, 
whic^ has an agreeable wildnefs inHtS ap- 
pearance, from being fituated between two 
high hills : the vallies have a little wood, and 
make the pleafantcft walks in the environs : of 
courfe, there is an allee for the, company, ' 



Miss RIVERSDALE. 85 

Two fous is the price for bathmg in the 
public bafon, which is alfo tepid, and in the 
middle of the ftreet, and moreover, open ; 
furrounded, however, by niches for the deli- 
cate, where you may bathe more privately 
for eight fouS : and for the benefit of thofe 
who may be equally delicate and fociable, 
tubs are placed near the great bafon, with a 
curtain drawn round them, fo that they may 
bathe privately, and yet enjoy the pleafure 
of converfation, which is what a Frenchman 
is ever moft unwilling to give up. I was 
fortunately there ^ la belle heure *, and not ' 
a little diverted with the confufion and 
charivari of their bawling to each other. 

At Bains I began almoft to repent of hav- 
ing taken Plombieres in my way; for I found 
that Bourbon feemed to recede from me as I 
advanced. 

Of the great want\ of precifion in French 
informants, a traveller ought to be" aware. 
There certainly was no reafon why Madame 

Be V (hould tell me at Liixeuil, that 

Plombieres was not much out of my way,* 
and that there was a very good roaj 

• Atthefafhionab^chour. 
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thence to Bains; both of which are perfeAly 
contrary to feft. But they never hefitate to 
give a decifive anfwer; and, perhaps, never 
draw a diftinft line between what they da 
and what they do not know. 

This is very inconvenient, at leaft to an 
Englifhman, and would probably be fo to 
themfelves, if they confidered convenience as 
any thing : but of all the civilized people on 
earth, none furely ever regarded fo little, 
what we call comfort and accommodation, as 
they do. 

' As T was leaving Plombiires, in on6 of the 
French poft-chaifes, the Vifeomte De Re- 
ihours propo&d to me to take him in third, 
as there was only myfdf and my fervant in 
the chaife; and by giving him leave to pay 
for the ims^nary horfc ♦, which would con- 
fequently be required, it would fave hin» 
fomething wftiout adding to my ?xpence. 

• T&€ /^ was rerf arbitrary int France, and chligti 
Jt Mrellf r to take what number of lu)rfe& it judged 
the weight of the carriage and number of pevfons it 
contained Co require } gnd it was very ufual to pay for 
§fte horfe ^ore than was adually given, which was a 
fort of compromife, that^ faved fomething, and is .what 
the Vifeomte' here alhideyto. n t Editor. 
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Having a ^w loofe parcels of my own, 
and no very particular admiration for him, I 
did not confider the arrangen^ent as dc^ 
firable: he had, however, been very civil, 
and I thought it would be churlilh to rcfufej 
fol agreed to his propofal. 

" Et mes deux chiens ne vous incommo- 
ittcmt pas?" iaid hej ^* yen prendrai un, 
fur mes genou^, et quand T^utre fera fatigu6 
dccourir, il fe tiendra fort tranqiiilement ^ 
mes pieds *. 

When I had affentcd to this likewife, he 
called to the JSlle d'auberge to fetch his 
vkille ek^tcuilte f , which he had a parti- 
cular aflfedion for^ and wo^ild take no room 
at all, as it would ftand under his legs ; and 
\kfac de nuitX IhouM go behind him; M!& 
his porte/euille \\ of drawings would ftand 
edgeways before; and, perhaps, I (hould 
have no objeftioa to fctting my feet upoa 

* And my: two dogs wiH be no iacaaveniencii t» 
yott? One of them I can take upon my lap; and 
when the other is tired of nuiiiing». he wiUite-vdry 
quietly zt my feet. 

t A fort of travelling (Ixong box. 

i Bondfe #f a^t thkgs. 

II Portfolio. 
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his necejfaire *, as it was very flat. As to 
his vache -f , it would fatten upon the top of 
mine, and his trunk and hat-box behind; 
and the books, which he never , travelled 
without, .we could flow them behind us, or 
between us, or any where.. 

All this was doubtlefs prafticable, and, as 
the propofals accumulated, very diverting; 
but it was by no means convenient^ fo I made 
a propofal in my turn, that I would purchafe 
a lurouche X for my fervant and the baggage, 
and, inftead of his imaginary horfe, we would 
dub the road.expence of it between us. 

I obferved he looked a little furprized, but. 
he made no kind of objedion, and fo it was 
fettled. But, to my infinite amufement, I 
heard him, as he alighted from the chaife at. 
Bains, where an acquaintance inftantJy ac-. 
cofted him,, narrate my very great Angularity 
in choofing to put myfelf to fo unneceflary 
an expenf^ : " Mais ces Anglais aiment 
kurs aifes h un point inimaginable |f,** faid be. 

♦ Travelling dreffing-box. 

f Imperial* 

J A fort of booby-hutch. 

II But thofe Englift gentlemen have an inconceiv- 
able partiality for convenience. 
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This habit, \ however, of bearing fmall 
bardfliips has its advantages, for it would 
enable them to bear greater, patiently; 
whereas we Englifli my loMs are perhaps 
made very helplefs, and very ncrvekfs, by 
the highly finifhed luxury of our hoiifes, 
tables, carriages, and attendants. 

I began at length to defjpair of reaching 
Bourbon, for I was obliged to go back 'to 
Luxeuil to get to Bains, and thence found 
it nine leagues inftead of four, which I 
had been told it was j and thefe nine proved 
a joiirney of two days, the roads were fo exe- 
crable. It is not deep ruts that you meet 
with in thefe crofs-roads, but there is a caufe- 
wajr thrown up, with large ftones toflcd into 
it, which may occafibnally overfet the car* 
riagej but of this they think nothing, fo 
long as there is no hill, k quite accounts 
for Madame de Sevigne*s overturn in the 
roads, which, .fhe had been aflured," were 
" comme dans cette chambre.'^ - 

The laft three leagues took us five hours, 
and fo doubtful were the poftillions .of our 
track, that, but for following a waggon, we 
fliould never have kept it at all. We however 
at length reached the inn, in company with 
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half a dozen voituricrs; and the woman of 
the houie, oot uoderftanding what we oould 
mean by chooling to be feparate from thefc 
gentlemen (for I flioiild have told you, that 
at Luxeuil I had picked up Mn and Mrs. W«) 
we hired a. lantern, and with Tome diffi- 
culty Mr. W. and I, between us, contrived 
to help Mrs. W. through the dirt to ano- 
ther houfc, where we were juft fuffered to 
flay. , V 

The fmall farmers And labourers are gene- 
rally aflembled in villages, altogethejr as dirty 
as the dirtieft hogflye in England; but I by 
no means think, that the poor are worfe fed 
tha;i ours; and in fociety they have greatly 
the advantage of us; there is fuch an inter- 
change of civility amongft the lowed ranks, 
as mufl in time amount to kindnefs. We 
will hope, that the Englifli have more of 
generofity, truth, and folid good qualities; 
but thefe, together with their underftanding, 
feem to be loft in beer and blackguardifm. 
fciftead of going to the alehoufe to drinks 
the Frencl]i meet to talk to one another; the 
knowledge of each individual is by thefc 
means brought into the common flock, and 
by difcourfing' upon fuch matters of faft. 
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or of opinion, as come before thecn, their 
underftandings are enlarge^ and pdlifhed* 
Praftice, which inapfoves every thing, muft 
m the greateft degree; improve converfiition; 
and this is the re^fw, probably, why the 
French langpage e^els every othf r in fami- 
Har dialogue. ^J have on numberiefs occa- 
lions obferved, that men, women, and even 
children, fpeak with a fort of intelligence, 
upon general topics, much furpaffing what 
we Ihould me^t with in a common Englifh 
fiirmer. " • 

I loft no time in feeing j^. as you may 
fuppofe, &c. 

[The r^m^iinder of the letter returns to the 
Mject of bufnefs, with which it began.] 



THE JOVRNAI- COJTTINtXED. 

hne the 7 th. — ^The Deaii brought a friend's 
fon with him this evening, a young Englifh 
nobleman, juft tome from Italy-— extremely 
fond of mufick. 

Tea was no fooner over than the Dean led 
^^ to the harpfichord, faying, " come, my 
Wd, we'll (how you what can be done, with«^ 
o^t going to Italy for it/* A little daunted 
^y this fpecch, I fang with more than uAial 
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timidity. Lord Grantin, however^ civilly 
profeffed himfelf pleafed, and encouraged 
me with bravas ! and pulitas ! innumerable. 
He had brought fome Italian operas with 
him, which he fent for, and his yioloilcdlo^ 
at the fame time, upon which he performs- 
admirably, and we fpent a very pleafant 
muftcal evening. 

He compared my -tafte to Aprile's, and 
my expreflion to Marchefi's — ^^^^s aftonifhed 
at the facility with which I fung at fight— . 
and, in fhort, was profufe of complimcnts,- 
intcrlarded with a variety of Italian excla-^ 
mations and phrafes, which feemed to me 
more intended to fet himfclf off, than to 
flatter me. 

He is certainly an elegant young man in 
his appearance, but with rather too ftrong a 
daftj of the coxcomb. 

Colonel Malcolm was not in fpirits— he 
is not very fond of mufick — he played at 
Reverfis with my mother, but feemed per- 
fedlly abfent — ^and was crofs with .the good 
little Dean, who did not, however, much 
trouble his head about it. I believe he was 
difappointed at my being fo entirely engrofled 
for the evening. I could have wiftied to have 
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devoted part of it to the card-table, on his 
account, and once indeed, upon feeing tady 
Riyerfdale look a Wttlt worn, propofcd . to 
relieve her,- by cutting in, but was over- 

After Lord Grantin was gone, we praifed 
his mufical talents and handfofue perfon. 
Malcolm faid he thoijght him very con- 
ceited, and there it ended. 



June the 8th. — Lord Grantin came again 
this evening, and was Very cfa^eK for inore 
mu(ic. My mother feems much pleafed 
with him; the Dean extols his claffical know- 
ledge, high birth (he is fon to the Marquis 
of Egmore), and great fortune — ^and the 
Colonel looks extremely uneafy under it all. 

I feel diftreffed — I would not wifli to be 
diftant or uncivil to any friend of the Dean's; 
at the- fame time there is a forwardnefs in 
Lord Grantin, that I'do not at all like. He 
feems to conceive himfelf entitled to flatter 
by the moft t;rifling attentions, which he ac- 
companies with an air of condefcenfion — fay- 
ing civil things, at the fame tinie, in a care- 
lefs fupercilious manner, as if he fcarce 
knew whether he faid them or no,- which 
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aifegether appeals to me ejtlreme^.ofii^ve. 
Wiflikig to convmce Cokmd Madod^ &ai 
I thougM^ fo, I took tw<» or thi«ifi6 €jppof- 
tuniti©^ of (howirig; it, ki: a fllylc of ^Ife^ 
which I do not often indulge in, but which 
Loid Gnuitin irrefiftibly balled foMh by his 
felf-fiifficiency. 

He is^ gobd-humouwd too. ^ 



9f/i. — Madame D'Urtife cettainly harde- 
figns upon Colonel Malcolm, Hemy : ftc 
1^ night attempted to pky off Lord Gtanr 
tin upon him, in a manner that ftruck every 
body the more forcibly for his Lorcilh^^'s 
perfedl infenfibility to her attack-s^^ lie coih 
eluding, probably^ that his handfom^, weJl- 
dpeffcd figure, entitles him to the attention 
of all womankind. , ; 

The fcene was diverting enough to tke 
lookers-on.' 

. She in the firft place obliged Colonel Mal- 
colm,; much againfl his inclinatic^ to fit 
down to tridrac with her. She then t^d 
Lord Grantin, that, if he would look- ovef 
her^ (he jvouldinftrud him in the rudiments 
of the game. 
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Lord Grantin tfarevr hunfetf indolently int4> 
achair U)ext bar^ and began homuiingatime 
tohtmfctt 

Her pretty bands and fine eyes now diT- 
pkyed ail theic atti^ions; and could not 
kvc failed of producing fbme effcft, tut for 
tbr cotmteradii^ power c£ the tookingr 
^a&y whkb^ bappening te be imme£atel]r 
Qppafite^ had tivettwi hfati Locd&ip''s eyes to 
a (till rncTO Mctnating objed ; wbilft tbe 
Cdbnei's attention was whoUj^ turned to the 
card-table, where I was fupplying my mo- 
therms place, wbabad retired into^ her own 
roofliwith the head-ache. 

Madame D'Urtifei in heir broken EngHlh, 
Wd forth upon the various modes of play- 
fog every caft of the dice, which gave her 
popil an opportunity of ftiowing his whita^ 
teeth, by aa occafional fmile of aflent, when 
mc, by a louder fepetition of what fhe had 
before feid, obliged him to turn his eyes from 
himfe.If upon her. 

At length, quite out of patience, fhe ex- 
daimed, " My God! you are. fo much dif- 
trafted, it is perfedly ufelefs what I do.'^ 

Upon which Lord Grant in, burfting into 
a loud laugh, repeated, " Diftrafted ! No, 
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per Bacco ! I am attending very pai^ticularly 
to you; and it is as entertaining as any thing 
I ever fa:w in my life : go on, per carita ! it 
is extremely pleafant, I affure you/*' * 

" Vat you call pleafant?'* angrily, and 
miftakii^g it for plaifant*. ** I fee nothing 
pleafent, but de objedt dat fix your atten- 
tion in de glafs. — I will inform you of de 
^me — L fatigue my lung for you oblige, 
and you find pleafant to let me do, and den 
laugh at me for my pain — Ah ! it very Eng- 
lifli indeed!" 

Lord Grantin, who did ;^ot mean to offend 
her — for he appears really good-^humoured 
with all his coxcombry — ^now fet about 
foftening her, and faid, " My dear Madame 
D'Urtife, micompatifco laprega^l I beg 
you a thoufand pardons ; but if you had the 
fmaHeft idea how this little animation of 
features becomes you, you. would forgive me 
for incurring a momentary difpleafure, to 
gratify myfelf in the contemplation of fuch 

• Laughable. ' 

f Take compaffion of me> I entreat ydu» 
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an improvement to your beauty ; and thca 
hc^fang, 

' '' Ctmtemplandofiffhfijfo 

** Well, I will avow^ you know to give 
de turn to de ting; you have profit fome 
little in your voyage ; you can put a little 
ftrange varnifh over your-— what do you call? 
*-your mauvais ton^ 

" Savi^enefe, you mean! Jicuroy we are 
all favages in England, till we find (bmething 
to fcrften and humanize us — now, if you 
would prevail upon your &ir friend there to 
undertake me, capperi ! I fhould become 
quite a different being, and by fb much a 
fitter objed to play off your charms upon.** 

Madame D'Urtife, who expefted he was 
going to put himfelf under her tuition, was 
not much better pleafed with the condulion 
of his fpeech, than with the beginning of the 
converfation, ^nd tartly replied, " I believe 
you may trull your own perfuafion vid Mifs 
Riverfdale ; I do not tink nie <iuite fo fu- 

• Gazing on that beautiful face, that beautiful bo- 
fom.— From a little Venetian ballad. 
VOL. I. F 
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peranuuatet yet, for to play de role of confi- 
4ente." 

Colonel Malcolm, by this time com- 
pletely out of humpur with his compa- 
nions, felt an additional fting^ in the conclu- 
fion of the dialogue, and (harply taking up 
Madame. D'Urtife, faid, « If we had all the 
fenfc to ad the parts that became^ us, we 
Ihould certainly be gainers by it : as to my- 
fclf, concluding I am only qualified to make. 
a figure at tridrac, 1 am anxious to pro- 
ceed ^^ith the game.'* 

Thisf was uttered with fo much afperity, 
that it feemed to jftrike Madame D'Urtife 
flae had. folly fucceeded in giving hifn the 
alarm, and (he now turned all her attention 
to quelling the ftorm (he flattered herfelf 
with having riifed, and threw in a thoufand 
little amiable hints to the Colonel, tending to 
fatisfy him, that (he had not beftowed a mo- 
ment's ferious thought upon Lord Grantin. 

But he continued very grave, anfwered 
only in monofyllables, and the inftant the 
game was over, tKrew himfelf into an elbow- 
chair at the farther end of thq room, and fell 
into a profound reverie. 
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Madame D'Urtife came and whifpcred me, 
that (he had. not the fmaileft idea of giving 
Malcolm fuch ferioi^s uneafinefs, or Ibe 
would not have gone fo far.r 

I faid, I apprehended flie miftook him, for 
that I did not think he feemed to harbour 
the flighted difpleafure at her. 

She was not, however, inclined to- believe 
me; and when Lord^ Grailtih, upon finding 
her party at an end, propofed accompartyiftg 
her in a fong j Ihe anfwered, " I do nof find; 
myfelf in difpofition for mufic juft now ;'* and 
looked towards Colonel Malcolm,/ as if cs?- 
pefting'to pleafe bim by the refiifal. , / . i 

He did not, however, I believe;, hear asy^ 
part of what pafled/ ^ r: 

I was hurt for him ; and going uji to h&it*' 
the moment I rofe from the card-taWe, fakJ, 
*' If my mother had been .well enough to fit' 
up to-night, I fhould have wiflied you to ftay, ' 
in hopes this noify fet would go; but, aB it 
is, we muft part : however, I hope we {hill 
fee you -to breakfaft to-morrow niorning^* 
when do you fet out for Vienna-?'* . > 

He ftarted — " Do you wi(h me gohe^^ 
Louifa?'' - : I 

F 2 



lOO LETTERS OF 

** Indeed/ 1 do not,'* faid I, furprifed at 
the alarm that took po^effionof his features; 
" Can you be fo unjuft as to think fo, when 
you might much more naturally attribute 
the queftion to a far different motive ?*' 

He appeared Toothed, and faid he had not 
yet fixed his day, but would fee me in the ' 
morning* 



loth. Colonel Malcolm came this morn- 
ing to inquire after my mother, and was 
fcarcely well feated, when a note was brought 
to him. Upon reading it, he changed co- 
lour, and looked much perplexed ; in 
five minutes he rofe and wiftied us a good 
morning; and we have fecn nothing more 
ctf him the whole day. 

I fed very anxious, indeed, to know what 
has happened — fomething diftreffing, I am 
fure. 

In the evening came Ia)rd Grantin. 
♦ •* I had flattered myfelf with the honour 
of going dow^ a couple of dances with you 
on Tuefday evening, madam^*' faid he, ad- 
dreffing himfeif to me 5 " but I no fooner 
entered the ball^roont than>^6/to, you were 
gooe/* 
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,,"»•• •• * ••• •«•«•»* 

" If I may judge of your loftlfliip's wifti for 
that honour, by your eagernefs to claim it, I 
(hall have no great fear, that the difappoint- 
meat would fit very heavy. , I think it was 
near twelve before I went away.** 

" You would however give fome ere-* 
dit to the wifli, if you knew the averfion I 
naturally- have to dancing, and how I dread 
its confounded efFeds — (baking onefelf into 
a difgufting heat — bringing all the powder 
and ppmatum in ftreaks down one's face, 
and making one fuch a curfed figure — per 
baccoj nothing but your infpiring one wit'h 
an inclination td diance after you for life could 
have (uggefted the horrid idea of encounter- 
ing fuch inevitable devaftation.**" 

" Upon niy word, my lord, I think the 
objeft would fall fp infinitely (hort of theox- 
penfe of powder, pomatum, and fpirits, it 
Would put you to, that it appears to me a"^ 
very fortunate circumftance I went out of the 
way of involving you in fo much diftrefs." 

He fmiled indolently, and, toffing himfelf 
into a chair, vvith ahalf yawn, faid, *' I fhould 
have been there fooner, but there was no 
breaking away from Marlow*s excellent port 
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'-^it' wasfo Jong fince I had tafted a drop, 
and ht put it about fo brilkly — nothing lefs 
could have detained me ; for, independehtly 
of my hope to engage you myfelf/I really had 
a particular defire to fee you dance^— there is 
fo much of the bel tondo * of the Venus de 
Medicis in your form, that I expedt fome- 
thing peculiarly claffical in your movements. 
I figure to myfelf all the definvoltia^a of one 
of the Herculaneum figures ; andfliouldyou 
fall fhort of my expectations — maffi ! I Ihould 
not be forry to difcover fomething in which 
you fj^il, that I might have wherewithal to 
oppofe your fafcinations : for, upon my to- 
fK)ur, I begin ferioufly to fear, that I am in 
danger of finding myfelf over head and ears 
ivi lOve with you." — 

This w^ uttered with fuch.an intolerable 
feJf-fufficicxicy, that I could not refift the 
opening it gave me — " I fancy, my lord, I 
can enfure you againft that danger." 
^^ E come f bella tirannia mia^ P'* 

" By the help of my rival," fmiling. 

^* Your rival ! e da fcui^h . mai quejla § ? 

• Beautiful roundnefs of make, 
f And how? my fair enflaver,! 
§ And who may that be I 
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You do not mean Madame D'Urtife? She is 
old enough to he your mother. No, no> 
though (he does take a littk more pains to 
it lierfelf off than you do, (he'll never rival 
you upon my foul." — 

" I did not mean Madame D'Urtife, my 
lord." 

" Devil take me, then, if I can giiefs who 
you do mean." 

" If your lordftip will jufl: raife your eyes, ' 
you will fee." 

He diif^aftd^ being direiJkly oppofite to 
the iookitiggkfs,<:aTaght his own figure, anfl, 
for k moment, looked confounded : but, re-- 
covering himfeif, with a kugh, in which the 
Dean very heartily joinjed, he faid, " Cofpetld 
di Bmco f this was an unexpeded 6vt— - 
there is a morbidezzu* in Mifs Rivgrfdale's 
looks, fiilt. wbuld tempt the devil Jiimfelf to 
truft her; and then, all at once, yaii^ rfire 
gare^^ her wit takes one by fuiprife, and 
•abfolutcly cuts like a razor.' • . ' 

" Not, perhaps, (b much of the razor in 
my wit, as of a yielding quality in the matter 
it is applied to." 

♦ Quiet foftnefs. 
t Without giving warning.. 
F4 
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** Nay, now I proteft you are hard upon 
Lord Grantin," faid the Dean, " and this is 
a very unfair return for all the civil things 
you have drawn from him ; Is it not. Lady 
Riverfdale ?" - 

" Why, I don't know," replied my mo* 
Iher, " Louifa is not apt to give way to her 
wit, unlefs (he feels herfelf treated like a/ool; 
and (he was very well aware Lord Grantin's 
flattery admitted of no other interpretation." 

" And fo (he fairly turned the tables upon 
him, hey;*' faid the Dean, laughing heartily 
at his own joke, and jingling his money in his 
pocket, as ufual, " Ivow, Dodor,** faid my 
mother, ** you are the more fevere of the 
two,** fmiling. 

" Faith, I do not know what has provoked 
this general attack upon me,** faid Lord 
Granting " for, I proteft, I had no thoughts 
pf making a fool of any body ; and, upon my 
foul, it is rather an odd fort of a light to take 
civil things in : it does not exaftly occur to 
mc, juft now, that mine were ever quite lb 
much thrown away before." 

•^Thep, I truft you'll referve them in future 
for thofe, who underftand their value bet- 
ter," I replied : "and now," fmiling, "let the 
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liarpfichord reconcile our differences ; we al- 
ways agree perfedly there, you know" — ^in fay- 
ing which, I opened a muiic-book, and he took 
his violoncello, and loft fight of flattery and 
nonfenfe for the remainder of the evening. 

It is a great' pity he (hoxild have been fb 
fpoilM; which I -fuppofe his fine perfon has 
laid him open to. Un bel Inglefe^ they fay, 
is quite irrefiftible among the Italian ladies. 
He has probably found affedation and im- 
pertinence more fuccefsful than fenfe and 
modefty, which the Dean aflerts him to have 
beenpofleflTed of before he went abroad. What 
a contraft, Henry, between him and Colonel 
Malcolm 1 how manly, open, and unafFeded 
are the Colonel's manners ! every way autho- 
rifed to think as welLof himfelf, and as ill of 
women, as his lordfhip, he treats them with 
attention and refpeft for His own (ake. Some- 
times a little Ibldier-like 'bluntnefs will pro- 
voke him, to utter a plain truth, when hard 
pufhcd, as by Madame D'Urtife's levity, for 
inftance : but I think, it was more to put 
her In mind of what (he owed to herfelf, than 
with any view to expofe her. 

Lord Grantin's opinion is, that women arc 
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fomiecj for man^s amufemient, ** children of 
a larger growth" — and very delightful crea- 
tures they are, when exceffively attached, and 
properly fuhdued : but then they muft keep 
within their own fphere, and not cxpeft to 
pbtrude upon a man's more ferious thoughts. 
(I fupppfe he m'eans, when employed in the 
i};able, the kennel, or pronouncing fentence 
ppon the merits of a bottle oi port.) I 
overheard him maintaining this doftrine to 
Wurmfer this evening, juft before our little 
Itltercation, which perhaps made me the lefs 
willing to fpare him. Wurmfer, you know, 
is the moft humble flave of womankind ; on 
which account Jjord Grantin holds him very 
cheap. 

He was not aware, that I was attending to 
him, or I fhould not perhaps have been let 
quite fp niuch into the fecret- 

The Dean fays, " all that is nothing but a 
little affeftation and nonfenfe, which he has 
pick'd up in his travels^ and will wear off ^ 
particularly, if he could attach himfelf to a 
fepfible woman : and, as he is naturally ex- 
ceffively good humoured, and well informed, 
he wUl do extremely well in time/* 

I imagine that, by lodl informed, the Dean 
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means, that he has brought awjay a compe- 
Itent (hare of Greek and Latin from Eton— ■ 
for as to any general knowledge, if he have it, 
hb modefty is greater than 1 had givea hin* 
credit for, in never betraying the fmalleft 
fign of it. Some ikill in mufic, and judg- 
ment in piAures, together with a imattering, 
of French and Italian^ are all that he particu^ 
larly feems to value himfelf upon- 

'Tis true, my dear brother, that I am hard 
to pleafe in manners and converration — E 
have fet up a ftandard of perfection to mylelf^ 
which few will ever attain; you have fpoilt 
me equally by your opinions and your tx- 
ample..^ nw ' 

What can have kept away Colonel Mal- 
colm' this e'Vening ? he certainly had fome- 
thing to fay explanatory of his Jaft night*^ 
gravity — ^he is uneafy — furely this vain Cox- 
comb does not give him any anxiety.—-- 
0, that he would come and let me difpel itt' 
If Louifa had power to relieve all his carcs^ 
never (hould an uneafy thought have a mo^ 
meat's poffcffion of his mind, 

f6 
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HENRY TO LOUISA; 

PariSf May*, 

' What a feaft awaited my arrival here, my 
Louifa ! and how eminently do you ftand 
forth, in what is deemed the peculiar charac- 
teriilic of female writing, theunaffefted dif- 
. play of the workings of a fufceptible heart. •»— 
|i^What man can cope with a woman of fenfe 
knd feeling, in tender defcription ? Affuredly, 
my regret at ourfeparation ii not lefs poig- 
nant than yours 5 and yet were 1 to attempt 
a (imilar manner, I ftiouid but incur the ap^ 
plication of La Fontaine's advice : ' 

♦' Nc for9ons pas notrc talent : 
Jamais un lourdaut, quoi qu'il fsffe, 
Nc faaroit pafTer pour galant.** f 

Yes, Louifa, continue in the fame ftyle by 
all means — what bufinefs can interfere with 
your anxious brother's wifh to ibllow you, 
as you well exprefs it, " through all thofe 
minute intricacies of which female exiftence . 
is compofedi" and watch, as you unfold 

* The date blotted fo as not to be afcertained* 

f Fable de PAnc et du petit Chicn. 
Let us notiitteinpt to force nature : 
An awkward fellow, do what he will. 
Can never pafs for a fin^ gentleman. 
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them, thofe delicate traits of your own cha- 
rader, and that nice difcrimination of the 
charafters of others, which might be loft on 
a fuperficial obferver ? 

Your journal, befides^ affords me the heart- 
felt conviftion, that your own good fenfe, 
your quick perceptions, your feeling of what 
is juft and right, will direft you with pro- 
priety in every delicate circumftance of life ; 
at the fame tinie that the ingenuous and 
attraftivc fiveetnefs of your-difpofition will 
be your beft proteftion, in the abfence of 
your ftern monitor ; for fuch, I am fure, I 
have often thought myfelf. Bafe, indeed, muft 
be his heart, who could praftife deceit, or 
harbour a thought to Louifa's prejudice ^ and 
yet, my beloved girl, fuch hearts do exift, 
and can fometimes lurk under fuch fair ap- 
pearances, that Colonel Malcolm*s caxitions 
are by no means to be flighted ; although 1 
truft you may not ttand quite fo ferioufly in 
need of them, as he feems to apprehend. 

You certainly have reafon, to think your- 
felf ©bilged to him for his folicitude — but 
not altogether to the extent your grateful 
heart feems to feel. Your inexperience in 
thcfe matters leads you, to impute more dif- 
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nttrefted motives to the Colonel, than his 
condud, perhaps, arifes from *. 

I canAot help fmiling, to fee you defcribe 
his paffion by all its genuine fymptoms, 
Without the leaft fufpicion of the caufe. — 
Wl^, Louifa, all this tender anxiety in him — 
this jealous diftruft ? never, furely, from 
pure, calm, difinterefted friendihip. No, no,^ 
it flows from a more perturbed fdurce. In 
ihort, Malcolm loves you, Louifa, and is 
ready to lay the myrtle wreaths, which he 
has fp long worn, though now ^ little laded^ 
at your feet. Myrtle, you know, is facred 
to the Goddefs of Love, as it flourilhes. 
through all feafons ; and the Colonel ftriking- 
}fy illuftrates the propriety of the emblem. 
I feel impatient for the refult of his delicate 
dillrefs. . ^ 

But do not miftake me, Louifa — I enter- 
tain the higheft cfteem for Malcolm; and,^ 
putting you out of the queftion,. wifh hin> 
all .poffible fuccefs. I am perfcflly aware of 
the noble pride,, fpkit, and independence of 
charadcr> which have diftinguifhed him 
through every fcene of life— I know too his 

* This letter only takes in the contents of Louifa's 
firft paquct ending 6th May. 
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very dcfefts in fome m'eafure arife out of his 
great qualities ; impradicable, violent, haugh- 
ty; he brooks no control, not even that of 
his own reafbn. I have feen him in the 
charafter of a lover too, fufpicious, jealous 
almoft to madnefs. What an additional 
fcope would the contraft in yoiir ages and 
difpofitions give to this propfenfity ! forty- 
five, to ^y feventeen ! Louifa, were I not 
fo ferioufly and deeply interefted for one of 
the parties, I could indulge fome very fanr 
taftic ideas,''which, however, may find their 
place another time. 

I ftiorten my letter to you, my dear, that 
I may alfo write to my mother by this poft. 
My journey from Bourbon to Paris afforded 
no adventures whatever ; but I was ftmck, as 
I proceeded northward^ with the change 
from the manners, drefs, and livelinefs of the 
peafantry o( the fouthern provinces. The 
gayety and even gaudinefs of attire among 
the lower ranks of females^ the pleafing le- 
vity of manners, and familiarity of addrefs^ • 
gradually decayed away,, as we receded from 
the vivifying influence of the fun, and ia 
foiue parts nearly border upon the fobe^ fad- 
nefs d Dutch phlegm, of Engltlh fullennefs. 
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The grandeur of fome parts of Parrs, I 
own, , furpaffes all my expeftations— but, 
amidft all the fuperJD models of architefture, 
and exquifite pieces of art, I turn to contem- 
plate, with a fort of enthufiaftic delight, the 
ftatue of the good and heroic Henry, on the 
Pont Neuf :* you remember, Louifa, how we 
were charmed in reading Sully's Memoirs, 
and with what eagernefs we followed up his 
life by Perefixe. Every adtion feemed to 
rufli freCh again upon my mind; and, recol- 
lefting his beneficent wifli^-, I applied .to 
him the fublime faying of the Duke of Or- 
mond on the death of his fon;};, and ex- 
claimed Avith ' tranfport, " I would not give 
the jlatue of this king for all the living 
kings in Europe.'* 

. The cou^ (Tosil of the opera is ftriking- 

ly magnificent — the -eye, indeed, it has juftly 

- been obferved, is gratified at the expenfe of 

the ear ; and Rouffeau's fentiments on French 

mufic and French finging, which we ufed to 

^ Now alas no more ! 

t ^i cka^ue payfanpuiffe avoir /a poule an potk di* 
manche! 

% The Duke of Ormond faid, he would not give 
hk dead fon for all the living fon^ in the worlds 
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fancy exa^erated, appear tOxHie fully juftl- 
fied. Yes^ tht)ught I, wheri the chorufles 
began, ^* ils croyent fairt de la mujiquey et 
7ie font que du bruit^'^—hovf painfully did 
it alfo bring to my mind,, by contraft, thofe 
fweet notes of my Louifa, that I have dwelt 
upon with fuch delight, and which now . . . > 
but this was not what I meant to fall into. 

The brilliancy and eafe of French manners 
(partial as I have always been to this gay 
and lively nation) furprize and quite enchant 
me, ' Surely they are the mod focial and re- 
fined people in Europe. The letters of in- 
trodudion I have brought give riie the pecu- 
liar advantage of being introduced into the 
beft focieties. I do not wonder, that fo many 
young men are captivated by the Circean 
fcenes, which muft fo naturally dazzle the 
fancy, and imprefs the heart that is not 
fteeled againft them. Alas, Louifa, that I 
could feel mine more open to the danger— 
I might then boaft fome merit in refiftance. 

Farewel, farewel, my more than fifter, my 
deareft, beft friend. 

Ever wholly your Hienr y ^. 

* They think this muiic, but it is only noifc. 
t Louifa's aitfwer to this is not found. 
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' SIR HENRY TO LADY RIVERSDALE. 

The letter juft received from the deareft 
and moft revered of parents gives mc great, 
though not unexpected confolation. I am 
too well acquainted with the true dignity of 
mind, and elevation of charader, which have 
always diftinguifhed you, not to have ex- 
pedted that calm refignation and fortitude, 
which breathe through every part of yo^r let- 
ter. Reft afTured, that I will forget neither 
your precepts nor ex;ample ; and that you (hall 
never have any rcafon, to biuih for tlie con'* 
dud of yaur fon, Sfev^r will be fwerve 
from the path of honor and integrity, in 
purfuit of fortune- — fortified by the princi- 
ples my noble, mother has inftilled into my 
mind* to yefift the profligate impiJnity of the 
climes to which I am deftined, I truft I -ftiali 
ever fay v^ith Brutus, 

** I had rather coin my heart, 
^ And drop my blood fbr drachihas, than to wring 
From the hard hands of pcafants their yile ttafli 
By any indiredion." 

1 leave you with corifidelice, my beloved 
mother, to the afFed:ionate care arid tender 
folicitude of Louifa : in any gloomy rhoment. 
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that might at times fleal unawa.res upon you, 
fhe will be your refource and Comfort. You 
appreciate her charader with fuch maternal 
fondnefs, tempered by fuch impartial judg- 
ment, that I have very little to fay upon the 
fubjeft. 

But excufe me, my indulgent parent, if I 
venture to point out fome things in regard 
to Colonel Malcolm, which feem to have ef- 
caped the quicknefe of your obferyation, I 
am fully aware of his generous attachnient, 
and bis difinterefted friendfhip for our fa- 
mily — yet, in regard to Louila, thepe is lo 
much ardour mingled in his zeal, that I am 
very af^rehenfive he is actuated by a more 
tender motive ; and this idea gives me ex- 
treme uneafinefs on 'account oi my fitter, 
who may be entangled in difficulties (he docs 
not forefee. She conceives herfcif fo* highly 
obliged by Malcolm's eft^em, and the dif- 
tinftions he fhpws her, that I perceive her 
ready to become the viftim of her lati- 
tude, and to fancy, that (he can n^ver repay 
him fufficiently, but with her heart ; parti- * 
cularly as her unconfcioufnefs of- her per- 
fonal attraiflic^ns will induce her, to place it 
all to the account of homage paid to her 
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underftanding, upon which (he does not 
hold it vanity to pride herfelf* Deareft ma- 
dam, you are perfeftly acquainted with the 
peculiarities, not to call them by a harlher 
name, of the Colonel's temper, which give 
ftill greater force to the objeAion, that muft 
ever be made to fo great a difparity of years; 
and, I am perfedly fure, will not fufier your 
caution to be lulled into fecurity, by the 
partiality of your friendfhip for him. 

I acknowledge myfelf fo tremblingly ap* 
prehenfive on Louifa's account, that this 
muft apologife for my venturing even a fug- 
geftion to you upon fo. delicate a fubjeft. 
— I fhall be to the laft degree impatient for 
further accounts. 

My time being limited here, is fully em- 
ployed in various ways, and greatly to my ia- 
tisfaAion — my mornings devoted to ufeful 
purfuits, my evenings toamufement, of which 
Paris oflTers an inexhauftible variety. 

I have been made acquainted with feveral 
literary characters; among the. reft with 
Duclos, author of Les MoeurSy who has fup- 
plied me with an anecdote and an origiiial 
letter of Roufleau's, which, as I think cba- 
rafteriftic, I hope will amufe you. Duclos 
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being upon terms of intimacy with him, had 
undertaken to introduce a fenfiblc young 
Englifli traveller, who had a great curiofity 
to fee him^ But whilft they were engaged 
in converfation with his old woman, who was 
promifing to endeavour to obtain themadmit- 
tancej Rouffeau happened to peep through 
a cranny, and perceiving a very faftiionable 
pair of buckles upon the ftranger's feet, called 
out, that he was particularly engaged^ and 
could not poffibly fee any body. 

In about an hour afterwards, Duclos re- 
ceived the following note from him : * 

^* Je ne dirai point a Monfieur Duclos, que 
" je fouifre, que je fuis hors d ^tat de le re- 
** cevoir, et qu*il y a de la cruaute a troubler 
" le Fepos d'un malade ; je fais que ces rai- 
" fons ne touchent gueres les gens qui fe 
" portent bien: mais je prendrai la liberte de 
** lui dire, que puifque, fans nous confulter, 
" nous avons, chacun de notre cote, difpofS 
" de ma journee, je crois, comme fpeciale- 
" ment charge de moi, nle devoir la pre- 
" ference. Je fuis d'ailleurs fache pour mon 

* I will not plead to M. Duclos my indifpofition, 
my inabilUy to receive him, or that it i» cruel to dif- 
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** ami, Monfieur Duclos, qu'il ait fong^ a 
*' m'amcner par furprife, de jeunes gens' a 
*' grands airs et a belles boucles, auxquels je 
^' ne puis, gueres convenir, que par le plaifir 
<* qu'ils auroient/de me gener, et qui pour 
^^^ eux neme convieijnentpoint du tout. Or 

turb the repofe of a tick man, becaufe thei^b reafons 
carry little weight to perfons in health ; but I ihaU 
take the liberty of obferving to him, that fince each 
<Jf us had, without previous confultation, made a dif- 
ferent allotment of my time fbr this, morning, I con- 
ceive that as the more particularly refponfible perfon, 
I owe myfilf the prefcfcnce. I am befides concerned 
for my friend M. Duclos, that he ihould have thought 
of introducing to me, by furprife, young men of 
high pretentions, and fhcwy buckles, ^hom I can no 
otherwife fuit, but as it might entertain them to be a* 
conilraint upon nie, 2jeA who, on their part, cannot 
fuit me at all ; and it appears to me betides, that when 
any one feizes upon a man's time, it fhould, at leaft, be 
with^the certainty of employing it to his mind. I en- 
treat M. Duclos to be perfuaded, that, in regard to 
himfelf, I fliall alwajs take great pleafure m his fo- 
ciety, when my health permits ; but in Tuch a cafe as 
this, I requefl to be forewarned, and even confulted 
upon the company that he <wijhe5 me to fee ; becaufe 
to fecure its anfwering;, it would be requitite that 1 
IhouLd nxiijb it likewife, I greet him in all friend- 
flup, 

Rousseau. 
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" il me femble que quand on veut s'emparer 
" du loilir d'un homme, il faudroit auffi 
" favoir un peu fi cet emplpi fera de Ton 
" gout. Je prie Monfi'eur Duclos d' etre 
" perfuade, que quant a ce qui le regarde, 
" jeprofiterai toujouFs avec empreflement de 
" fa fociete, quand ma fante me le peritiettra; 
" mais en p^reil cas, je demande a etre pre- 
" venu, et m^nie confulte fur la compagnic 
" qu'il voudra que je voye : car pour bien 
" faire, il faut que je le veuille aufS. Jc 
" le falue. de tout mon coeur. 

" Rousseau." 

Duclos would not however give up the* 
point, ai>d wrote to fay, tl^at his friend wasr 
by no means fo fine as his. buckles, and had. 
a high veneration for Rouffeau, which cre- 
ated a. particular defire to have fome mufic; 
copied by him, to treafure up as a relick. 

Upon this he gracioufly appx)inted a morn-* 
ing, and his reception was very courteous 
and obliging. 

,Duclos has given me a little fong of Rouf- 
feau's compofitipn^ in which he hap fliewn- 
how fweet a m^ody may be made from three 
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notes only. I fliaH fend it to Louifa the 
firft opportijnity.* 

Adieu my ever honoured Madam. I (hall 
certainly receive another packet from Ge- 
neva, before I leave Paris — the anxiety with j 
which I look for it I need' not repeat. ] 

Ever your moft afFedi<5nate and devoted 

fon, ' 

H. R. ■ 
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iith. The Dean came before any body 
this evening. " Have 3rDU feen any thing of 
Colonel Malcolm thefe two days ?*' faid he. 

** No — he was fetched from hence in a 
hurry, yefterday morning," anfwered my mo- 
ther, " and we have neither feen nor heard 
pf him fince." 

^' Why then you muft know a friend of 
his is arrived from Scotland, with a fifter 
who has been dying for love of him thefe 
ten years; and being at laft given over by 
her phyficians, her brother has brought her 

* Tins fong has fmcc found its way into the' world, 
and therefore is not worth publifhing here, as the 
Editor intended, before he was informed of the cir- 
cumftance. 
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hither upon pretence of change of air ; but, 
in faft, to tiy whether Malcolni can be 
brought to take compaffion on her/* 

" Lord blefs me! my good friend," faid 
my mother, " where could you pick up fuch 
an unlikely ftory?" 

" Nay, I know no more about the 
matter," replied he, " than what Madam 
Thingumby goes trumpet ting all over Ge- 
neva. She fays, that the brother has an im- 
menfe fortune, and would fettle' any part 
of it u|)on his fifter, to make her eafy ^ 
and happy — but to be fure there's no know- 
ing how to depend much upon what fhe 
fays ; for it's my opinion (he's , not without 
views upon the Colonel herfelf." 

Can you form an idea, my dear brother, 
of what was paffing in my mind during this 
difcourfe ? Fm fure I know not how to de- 
fcribe what I felt — and yet, I think, compaf- 
fion for this unhappy woman was the predo- 
minant fenfation. I pidured to myfelf her 
faded form — her fupplicating eyes, raifed 
upon me — feeming to aik, whether I could * 
bear the idea of robbing her of the only blef- 
fing (he valued in this life — ^and I thought, at 
the moment, I would fcarce purchafe Heaven, 

VOL. !• G 
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at the expcnfe of entailing mifeiy upon a fel- 
low creature. O, Malcolm ! let not Louifa 
Hand in the way bf what you ought to do. 

I worked myfelf up in thefe feelings, 'till. 
my eyes filled 5 and, wifhing to difperfe the 
tears unperceived, by playing with Follctte, 
I called her from the Dean, who had, as ufual, 
taken poffeffion of her ; but he followed his 
play-fqllow, and began patting her juft as I 
had bent down my head over her; by which 
means fome drops, that had forced their paf- 
fage in fpite of me, fell upon his hand. 

He ftarted, and looking full at me, ex- 
claimed, ** Louifa ! blefs my foiil, what's 
this?" — ^which inftantly rivetted my mother's 
eyes upon me likewife. I was ready to fink- 
however, colled:ing as much prefence of 
mind as I could command, I faid, " Are you 
furpsifed. Sir, that I (hould commiferate the 
fate of an unfortunate woman, who is pay- 
ing fo dear for her good opinion of a man 
we all highly efteem ?'* 

" No, no — I am very well ufed to your 
fenfibility; but- only I thought it rather 
feemed greater than the occafion called for-r 
that was all/' 
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My mother kept her eye fixed upon me, 
but faid nothing. , - 

Rhinb^rg's dropping in, gave a turn to the 
coavcrlation, which relieved mc. 

Soon after, I received a note from Ma^m 
D'Urtife i fhe particularly wiflied to Cee me, 
and alone ; coiJd I go to her ? 'for (he was 
never fure of getting me to hcrfelf at our 
houfe, befideS, many vexations concurred to 
tiake her unhappy, and fhe did not like to 
be feen. 

1 had not fpirits to encounter her turbur 
lent diflxeffes, and fent word I was ifi particu- 
lady engaged at home, it was not in my 
power to go to her ; but I would fee her in 
the morning. 

In about half an hour (he came in perfcA 
undrefs, and her hat drawn down over her 
eyes, to conceal their rednefs — fhe had.been 
crying. \ . . 

My heart fmote me for having declined 
flying immediately to her Telief. 

She came running up to me, " How 
could you be fo unfeeling as to put nae off 
'till to-morrow^ morning ?" exclaimed (he — 
" Good Heavens 1 you have no conception 

G Z 
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of the horrors and agitation I am in ; I want 
comfort more than I can exprefs; and no 
friend but yourfelf to have recourfe to. I 
entreat you would let me fpeak to you m 
your own room/* 

I immediately led the way thithen As we 
went along, " Ah ! may you never know 
the diftrefles I am finking under/' continued 
(he. 

As (he entered the room, a cap, which 
Flora was altering, caught her eye, and in- ^ 
ftantly taking hold of it and running to the 
glafs to try it on, ** Ah ! my dear friend," faid l 
the, " here too I want your advice, for a fa- 
tality hangs over me in every thing at this 
moment ; you never knew fuch an unlucky 
creature. You njuft know, that I had ordered 
a cargo of the moft expenfive millinery from 
Paris — little thinking, indeed, of the cloud 
that was ready to burft over my head, and. 
difqualify me for receiving any pleafure from 
it, ere ever it could arrive." 

*^ What cloud ?" interrupted I, hoping to 
draw her thoughts back from the millinery, 
to, what (he. really had to impart. 

" Ah fuch a cloud, indeed,'* replied (he, 
^ as muft obfcurc all my profjpefts f^ wr [ 
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but only let me juft relate to you firft the 
difappointment I experienced upon opening 
my cartons *, for they arrived but three 
days ago— one day only before that which 
has blafted all my hopes. 

" Well, but dear Madame D'Urtife, talk 
to me firft of your blafted hopes, and we 
(hall have time for the cartons afterwards." 
again interrupting her, quite impatient, 
though dreading to hear what might in the end 
perhaps be more materially interefting to my 
own concerns than hers. 

** Ah, my dear," replied fhe, " when once 
I enter upon that dreadful tale — it will dif- 
trefs me fo, I (hall never be able to return to. 
any other fubjedl ; let me therefore difcufs 
this unhappinefs firft, that I may have the 
benefit of your clear judgment upon it, be- 
fore my other diftreffes occupy your fympa- 
thizing mind, fo as to difable you from 
turning your thoughts to what you naay 
deem lefs important — and fb it certainly is, 
in the main, although it has proved fuffi- 
ciently fo to me, to lofe me three nights reft j 

• Band-boxes. 
G 3 
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and you (hall hear whether it is without 
caufe — only^ conceive to yourfclf/* continued 
£he, " what I felt, when, upon opening my 
caHojiSy I found, that, by the negligence of 
the packing, every one of. my things was 
eruftied and fpoilt — and the fweeteft-rmoft 
elegant chiffons^ that ever came from Made- 
moifelle Bertin's hands, I'll anfwer for it; and 
how Ihe could be lb negligent of me, in par- 
ticular, is what I cannot conceive, confider- 
ing the friendly footing (he and I were upon 
when I was at Paris, and the lucky tafteful 
hints (he has been obliged to me for, when 
Hkt has occafionallycome iofaire un travait* 
with me; which> indeed, (he has often told 
me the Queen always admired, beyond any 
4Jthers — and (he is fuch a grateful good crea- 
ture, and never^ gave, h^rfelf any airs mih 
me whatever-}— In (horty however it might 

* Mademoifelle Bcrtin ufed to pay that compliment 
to her particular favorites. What fhe meant by it was 
going to invent foijie new fafhipn in their prefence> 
and confulting them upon it ; fhe frequently was ad- 
mitted to the Queen for this purpofe. 

f It has been told of Mademoifelle B. that fhe has 
received Englifh women of quality lying upon her fofa» 
and if they were not particularly calculated to fet off 
her tafle, has Xcarcely condcfcendcd to receive their 
orders. 
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happen, you will not wonder, that it (hould 
have thrown me intc^ an agony of tears, 
from vexation.'* 

I felt a little reconciled to myfelf> fdr not 
having been in fuch hafte to partake in her 
forrows. . - 

" You, perhaps, my^dear," faid (he, not 
perceiving me much moved, " might have 
borne fuch a misfortune with more philofo- 
phy ; but who can emulate your fortitude ? 
{acknowledge I was ready to fink, under it; 
however I called you to mind, and what you 
would probably have faid to me upon the 
occafion i and fo exerted myfelf to confider 
what remained to be done;' but, like a fool 
as I was, not having you to guide me, 1 
certainly took the very ftep I ought moft 
carefully to have avoided ; but the ti-uth is, 
I never think of caution, 'till reafon is given 
me to repent of my imprudence— fo T car- 
ried the things to my millener, to tiff them 
up, and reftore thofe that were recoverable— 
making her fwear at the fame time (fo far 1 
did endeavour to guard i^ainft confequences) 
that {he would neither copy nor fliow them ; 
aod how do you think the vile woman h^s 
G 4 * 
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contrived to baffle my precaution ? (he has 
not, to be fure, cojned any one cap, in fuch 
a manner as that I could lay my finger upon 
it and fay, here you have broken your oath;, 
but (he has dilated the ideas through a 
dozen caps, and even had the prefumption 
to improve upon them, fo provokingly, that 
mine will now appear only an inferior kind 
of thing — and yet what redrefs can I have, 
you know?'* 

*' I really cannot fuggeft any ; but you 
have this comfort, that, as you fay, fome- 
thing more dlftreffing has fince happened, 
it will in fome degree deaden your feelings to 
this/' ' 

If you think 1 was ill-tempered, Henry, 
in thus recalling her thoughts to her real 
misfortunes, fuppofing (he had any, I have 
no excufe to offer, but the ftate of irritabi* 
lity I had been thrown into, and which (he 
was fo torment ingly prolonging. 

** Oh dear!" exclaimed (he, " that is no 
comfort-:a4: all, for I have fenfibility enough 
for half a hundred misfortunes at a time, and 
ihould feel them all equally ; but you do not 
know the worft yebj for I had the intolera- 
ble mortification the very n^xt night, at 
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Madame 's ball, to fee three or four of' 

fhem all ^eclipfing mine j particulary Ma- 
dame de Thor's — I really thought I fhould 
have dropped when I came up to her, for 
I could almoft better have borne it upon 
any one elfe; but I have fuch an antipathy 
to her,ibecaufe you know (he affedls to hold 
beauty cheap, and yet takes more pains to 
fet her's off than any body — however, I had 
the gratification of a little piece of revenge^ 
for I conquered myfelf fufficiently to fpeak 
to her as if nothing had happened, and took 
particular care never to raife my eye above 
her face ; fo that I do flatter m^'felf, Hip has, 
the mortification of thinking her cap (\xjitt 
loft upon me/' 

** Well, then, I truft the fuccefs of this 
piece of revenge, which J am fure I (hOuld 
never Jiav^ had the ingenuity to fuggeft, will 
relieve your mind fufficiently upon that Tub"- 
jeft, to enable it to turn to what we have 
retired hither to difcufs/* 

" Ah ! truey my dear friend," criecE (he, ** I 
really beg you a thoufend pardons for de- 
tjuaing you fo long ; but participation, you 
know, is the firft clainx of friendlhip s and 

^ S 
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here, ypu will feel for me indeed — ^learn 
then, that Co|onel Malcolm, ^ for whom 
I hate conceived the moft unfortunate at- 
tachpient, which I fear, indeed, has b^n but 
too vifiblc to all the world, notwithftSmding 
all my care to conceal it— the cruel Malcolm 
is juft upon the point of marrying a lady, 
who is come on purpofe from Scotland, in a 
dying ftate, to move his compaffion, and no- 
thing elfe, they fay, can faye her; and I am 
fur« if it takes place, it will only change the 
name , of the victim j for nothing can fave 
me from breaking my heart. Oh, Oh, Oh !" 
fobbed ftie, in an agbny of tears, which did 
indeed lay a little naore claim to my partici- 
pation than before. 

** But how — how do yoU' know this?*' he- 
fitatingly and tremblingly I aikcd. 
' ** Oh ! I had it all from an acquaintance 
of Mrs. Freeman's, who is her particular 
friend, and is to give a ball" and fupper upon 
th« occafion, and I fhall not be invited— 
and it will be one of the fineft thingis that 
has been feen here for years-^and altogether, 
1 declare I am almoft diftrafted, and know 
not whAt to thixik, or. how to aA. For 
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pity's fake, Louifa, advife me, you who are 
prudence and- judgment itfelf.^' 

She had now, indeed, caHed up my own 
feelings fo completely, that I had neither 
judgment nor advice at her fervice ; and 
having already been conficjerably and variouf-^ 
ly agitated, inftead of making any anfwcr, I 
burft into tears, 

*^ Oh Heavens! my fweet friend,'^ ex- 
claimed fhe, *'how my unhappiriefs diftrefies 
you ! I could kill myfelf for painting it in 
fuch ftrong colours — but do, be com- 
forted. — Indeed I will endeavour to fupport 
niyfelf u^der it all ; and if you can^ but put 
me upon a method of getting an invitation 
for Mrs. Freeman's ball, I fhould then fee 
I the bride and bridegroom, and that firft 
fliock would be over, and I dare fay 1 fhould 
do very well/* • 

Having flopped for my anfwer, but not re- 
ceiving any (for I really was fo out of pa- 
tience ^ith her nonfenfe, that I had no 
more inclination than power to give one), 
fhe went on. ' : 

"Do yoii thittk if I were to apply to 
Lord Gmntin ? — He, you know, is related to^ 
Mrs. Efeeman-^and then a new thought has 

/ G-6 
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juftoccurred to me too — how to give a rtlief^ 
to my cap, by my diamond panache -f , which 
would give It an advantage over Madame de 
Thor's, that, I own, I Chouid greatly enjoy — 
and do not attribute it to any rancour or ma- 
lice in my difpofition, my dear friend, ifl 
acknowledge, that I (hould feel fome flight 
degree of fatisfadion in drawing, though 
but for a moment, the eyes of Malcolm from 
his happy bride, and giving him a tranfient re- 
gret, that he had flighted a perfon, which, by 
all accounts, is not abfolutely inferior toher's." 

** ExGufe rte," faid I, " I really feel un- 
well, and not abfe, at this moment, to fug- 
geft any thing, tliat could be of ufe to you 
— if you will have the goodnefs to go back 
to the company, \ will follow you in a quar- 
ter of an hoiir^ and perhaps, by to-morrow, 
may havb it in my power to difcufs the fub- 
jeft more to your fatisfaftion." 

" My dear friend- — I fcarcely know how 
to forgive myfelf for what I have done ; but 
if you knew the relief I experience from hav- 
ing unburthened my heart to you, you 
would not grudge the pairi I have put you 
to. I think now I fliall be able to bear mj 

• A fet off. t PJun^c. 
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part in your mother's circle — ^but Lord ! I 
am fuch a horrid figure — if any body more 
(hould be come in ; for indeed my fpirits have 
been fo cruelly deprcffed, J have not been 
^bie to ftir from my chaife-longve all day, 
except juft an hour or two in the mornings 
that I made Wurmfer drive me in my ca- 
liche, and a call upon .the milliner to reproach 
her with her treachery,, and fee what repara- 
tion I could obtain— and then I brought 
home MarJoW and Wurmfer ^to dinner, that 
1 might not be left to my own miferabk re- 
fledions— ^but all woiild not do, till I faw 
you, my amiable friend, who always Ihed 
comfort around you" — ^and with that, em- 
bracing me, {he tripped off, with all the ala- 
crity of the moll perfeft thoughtleflhefs. 

You are aware, that our converfation was 
French, though I give it you in Engli(h, that 
language being fo much more natural be- 
tween you and me. Abiding by it, unlefs 
where idiomatic and charadteriftic expreffions 
oblige ine to have recourfe to the French, 
indulges the fancy (by which I fometimes can 
almoft deceive myfelf) of ftill converfing 
with you. ^ 

Fa'r-rfar jfideed, was. | frpm partaking in 
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the benefit Madame d'Urtife had feund front 
this converfation. I do not think I am 
felfiih, nor yet very ungenerous, my dear 
brother— but have I not feme reafan, tb deem 
Colonel MalcAlm unkind, in letting all this 
reach me through others? does he think fo 
meanly of me, as to ftippofc I would hot be 
the firft to relinquifli any claim I might have 
formed upon him,, wbeii brought into com* 
petition with that of a' woman, fo entitled 
by her fufFerings ancj loaig attachment, to 
have the preferehce ?— - 

I dare fay (he is extremely amiable, by^ 
her connexion with Mrs. Frcem^n^ who is 
goodnefs itlelf. Ought he not, think youy 
to have placed fome dependence upon my 
principles and difintereftednefs ? Indeed, Mal- 
colm, you n)ight have .opened yourfelf can- 
didly upon the fubjed — I (hould have been 
the firft, to urge you to ad the grateful ho*- 
nourable part by her, to which (he is entitled 
— enough for me to know you happy, and 
have fecured yourefteem. 

She has befides a fortune to offer him, my 
dear brother—ris hearer to his own age; turned 
of thirty, 1 think the Dean faid ; and every 
way better quatified to enfure his felicity. - 
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Indeed lie might have trufted to my gene- 
rofity for feeing it in this light — but this 
cold, file|it, mode of withdrawing himfelf, 
ftxMn one he had fo highly flattered, hum- 
bles me to the duft. » 

I jcould not recover my fpirits fufficiently, 
to return into the drawing-room, and took 
my chance* of the conclufions my mother 
might draw from my fending ^in word, that 
I had the headach, and was gone to bed ; 
fully determined, the very firft opening (he 
gives me, to Hand the brunt of her difplea- 
fure, by laying open the whole to her— 
there' can now be no motive for conceal- 
ment — the difclofure.can no longer injure 
Colonel Malcolm's views ; and I feel double 
wretchediiefs in the duplicity I am guilty ^f 
to her. 

I fat down to relieve my mind, in fome 
degree, by communication and appeal to 
you; but, alas! my Henry, here ends the 
benefit — for the length, of time, that mull 
tlapfe, ere I can receive any return, pre- 
cludes the advantage of adiiing in confe- 
qucncc of it. This is not one of tlie 
' li^teft regrets I experience in our fepara^ 
tion. -j^ 
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izthx — Poor foolifh Madame d'Urtife, I 
find, talked over the diftrefs (he had occa- 
fioned to me, and lamented the caufe (he had 
given for it in fuch a variety of (hapes, that 
(heat length left no one, of the company 
uninformed of every confidential particular 
(he had imparted to me.- 

Lady Riverfdale did not, however, quite 
fee my uneafinefs _with Madame D'Urtife's 
eyes. She had' been ftartled by the agita- 
tion the Dean had called up ; and this in- 
creafed her fufpicions : (he has this morning 
queftioned me upon the fubjeft, and I have 
frankly confe(red all, that has pa(red between 
Colonel Malcolm and me ; accounting as weH 
as I could, without (howing the letters, for 
my inducements to keep thejcnowledge of tt 
from her until a future period. 

She was greatly furprifed, and much hurt — 
it was the laft thing (he (hould, have expe<5fc- 
ed either from Colonel Malcolm or me. 

I endeavoured to excufe him > but made 
no attempt to juftify myfelf— on the con- 
trary, I candidly acknowledged myfelf fcn(i- 
ble, from the firft moment, of piy error in 
the concealment^ from the mifery. it occar- 
fioned — but I felfr'^bloumi to Colonel Mat 
colm~. ^ 
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" In preference to your mother ?'* inter- 
rupted (he angrily. 

" Oh no, madam, T did not think the two 
interefts came into competition." 

She faid^ it was fortunate for me, that this 
unexpected circumftance had intervened ; and 
flie trufted, that his prefent treatment of me, 
in not fo much as taking the trouble to ac- 
count for his conduft, would convince me 
how completely, and (he muft add, deferved- 
ly, 1 was lowered in his efteem, by the faci- 
lity with which I had fuffered myfelf, to be 
kdaway from my duty to my mother. 

O Henry! I felt this deeply — very deep- 
ly indeed; the more fo, for acknowledging 
the juftice of the obfervation. I certainly 
deferved her difpleafure, but was not this a 
little — a very little too harOi a return for the 
frank acknowledgment I was making, efple* 
cially as I was fo feverely reproaching myfelf. 
I Ihall perhaps give you a bad imprefTion of 
my difpofition ; but truth compels me to 
fay, I almoft at that moment repented of 
my repentance. 

Chide me, my brother^ — yo\Jt have fpund 
me open to corredion. 



I 
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" / kijed the rod^^ however, and made ho 
attempt to reply. ^ i 

A little foftehed, perhaps by my extreme- j 
ly mortified air, fhe afterwards added, that 
flie approved of the generofity of my fenti- ] 
ments in regard to Lady Mary Melvile, that, 1 
it feems, is the name of Colonel Makoim's 
friend, and faid, (he was very thankful for | 
the turn this bufinefs had taken ; a^id hoped 
the painful Hteffon would remain long im- 
printed on my mind, and fave me from fimi; 
lar difficulties in future ; that 1 f^ould al- 
ways find her ready, to give me the ^ffiftance 

' of her very bcft advice — for that I muft be 
fenfible my advantage- was her firft objeft* 

- She lamented your abfence, both ifor her own 
lake and mine, 

O, my be ft friend, how truly did my 
heart go along with her there \ you ^wouH 
indeed have been my fafeguard — from you I 
cannot bear to conceal even a fault ; your 
gentle remonftrances even encourage acknow- 
ledgement—but notwithftanding my moft 
ardent afFedion for nly mother, and the 
ftrongeft fenfe of the duty I owe her^ therei 
is a fomething ia her> which for ever repela 
ijiy confidence. 
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A very lingular note, this inftant received 
by my mother from the Colonel, renews all 
my agitations. I tranfcribe it, 

" Dear Madam — Though I have long 
" been accuftomed, to meet with the moft 
" indulgent reception in your houfe, I do 
" not know how to take the liberty of intro- 
" diicing my friends, Mr. Melvile, and his 
" lifter Lady Mary Melvile, • without firft 
" aiking your permiffion. They are very de- 
*^ (Irousof waiting, upon your Ladyfliip and 
" Mifs Riverfdale to tea this afternoon, if it 
" will be agreeable to ybu to receive them. 
. . " Ever^ &c.'' 

My mother returned for anfwer, certainly. 

How ceremonious ! — and* what may it all 
mean ? — in what light - am I to appear to 
them ? — how (hall I behave to Colonel Mal- 
colm himfelf?--jf I am r^ferved— diftant* 
he may conclude me jealous, envious — if I 
receive Iwm as ufual, flie may xieem me for- 
ward,- coquettifh. — I cannot tell you how I 
dread this interview, nor what I thiink of the 
ftrange mode, in which it is brought about. 



Friday eve?iing. — It is ove^^4ny dear hror 
theri'andnowl am more perplexed than ever* 
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They came at tea time ; I had placed my- 
felf at my frame, to break the ftiffhefs and 
embarraflnlent of having nothing to do. 
Colonel Malcolm introduced them with all 
his natural eafe and good breeding. 

I was much ftruck with her figure; there 
is fomething very peculiarly. interefting in it 
•—tall, thin, pale, and even fickly in her ap- 
pearance ; yet great elegance and agreeable- 
nefs, and quite the air of a woman of 
faflbion — fhe feemed- affeded at the fight of 
me, but ftruggling for compofure. 

The brother's behavibur was at firft con- 
flrained and.ftifF; but that wore off. ^ He 
has evidently been much lefs converfant in 
*the fafliionabte world than his fiften Being 
a younger brother, he went out to India to 
make his fortune. He has been extremely 
fuccefsful, and repurchafed the family eftate, 
which Lord Mount-Melvile's extravagance 
had obliged -him to fell ; but he has not 
long been returned, and feems ver}^ much to 
want polilhing. 

Colonel Malcolm (howed unreftrained 
pleafure at feeing me, and paid me all his 
ufual attentions, although he ftudioufly at 
times alfo devoted himfelf to Latdy iSlary* 
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I cannot tell how I acquitted myfelf — ^my 
mother fays pretty well ; but I fear there was 
a good deal of hurry and flutter about 
me. 

She appeared to fix her whole attention 
upon me; admired my work — took notice of 
the drawings that hung over the harpfichord — 
was fure, from the tafte and mafterly finifli- 
ing of them, they werp my doing, for (he 
underftood I excelled in every thing I un- 
dertook — ^and then (he (ighed. 

Why (hould (h#(igh ? it is not, I thought, 
the want of fuch trivial accompli fliments, 
that will dimtniOi your value in fuch a heart 
as Colonel Malcolm's! 

She would make me fing — I wifhed to 
have been excufed ; but the Colonel joined 
in the requeft, and I went to the harp(ichord. 
She looked out that beautiful air of Sacchini's^ 
Se ii pcrdoy amaio bene^ and de(ired to hear 
it. She was very grave, and feemed afFeded 
by it, but beftowed great encomiums upon 
my performance. 

Her eye fell upon the harp — did I alfo 
play upon that ? 

A very little, I faid; it was my brother*s 
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favorite indrumcnt ; but I had not had tke 
courage to touch it fince his departure, 

J was, indeed^ all that (lie had heard of 
me — ^and (he fighed again — 

She apologi(ed for the lownefs of her fpi- 
rits J her health had been fo indifferent for 
many years paft, and the fight of ftrangers 
always diftreffed her — but the wi(h to be ac- 
quainted with Lady and Mifs Riverfdale had 
overcome her reludance. She hoped to en- 
joy the favor of feeing us fometimes . . . 
before the left Geneva . # • • and (he fal- 
tered* 

We faid every thing we could think of in 
return — and then /he took her leave, and 
Colonel Malcolm attended hef hbrfie. 

i felt relieved when (he was gone, and 
yet opprefled — diff^tisfied — there is fome^ 
thing extremely unaccountable in Colonel 
Malcolm's behaviour. Some little delicacy — 
fome flight apology furely I might have looked 
for — but no-7-he has paffed a fponge over his 
memory, and Louifa, with every thing relaitve 
to her, is perfedlly obliterated. 

I fear, as my mother top juftly obferved, I 
have not fecured his efteem — I cannot bear 
that thought. 

5 ". 
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I flipped away to come and give jrou this 
account, but I am fent for. 



It was to Lord Graotin— my mother |iad . 
juft fat down to ombre with tlie Dean and 
de Salm.. 

Lord Grantin hoped lie found me in better 
humour than the evening before-^I might 
fee by his funk eyes what devaftation my 
cruelty had occafioned ; he had never clofed 
them fince feven in the morning — I fmiled. 

" You think nothing of that," faid he, 
*' Giuro al cielo no woman ever could boaft 
ofasjuuch before; and you little imagine 
what you may drive me to.'*^ 

I had not yet rallied my fpirits, and looked 
at a lofs, I believe, for nonferife to anfwer: 
him with ; when my mother, laughingly, 
came ta my affiftance. 

" Ybu do not .mean to alarm my daugh- 
ter with a piftol, or a plunge into the lake, 
I hope, my Lord !" . : 

" Why no, not exa6lly that — but there is 
aftep, that I (hould confider as almoft equal- 
ly defperate, of which the firft idea never 
entered my brain, till I ^eheld Mifs Riverf- 
' dale." 
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" Good God ! ' exclaimed he, " what do : 
you mean ?— is an abfence of three days fiif- | 
ficient, to make fiich a change in my re- | 
ception ? O how miferably have I paffed 
them, feparated from you.*' j 

" I did not me^n to make any change, Co- ^ 
lonel, but what the circup[iftances feenied to 
require.*' 

" What circumftances, Louifa } — ^What j 

has happened — tell me, for Heaven's fake ! I 
am on the rack !— What ! has this fribblii^ ' 
Lord"— , i 

"' Nay now. Colonel Malcolm,'* inter- \ 
rupting him, ** indeed you aftonifh me /— i 
is this a trial of my temper ?-^am I not fufE- .] 
ciently humbled by the filent negleft, with 
which you have treated me ever jGnce 
Lady Maty Melvile's arrival? believe me, 
I did not deferve fo low a place in your 
efteexti, as that you (hould Jiave denied 
me your coofidence — believe me, I ihouW 
have been the firft, to have urged you 
to forget even fhe' exiftence of Louifa, if it 
, were requilite to the recovery of that valuable 
woman's peace.** 

He fell at my feet. " Angelic girl ! and 
have bufy officious tongues been tormenting 
you with this intelligence, and endeavouring 
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to injure me in ybw opinion > You do not 
yet know nie, if you believe it poffible, that 
I (hould for a moment have deviated 
from the attachment I have vowed to you. 
I fliould have hoped you would have traded 
to no. information relative to Lady Mary 
Melviie, but from my own lips/* 
" Colonel Malcolm 1 you vouchfafed me 



none.** 



" It was not aware, that any reports had 
gotten abroad upon the fubjeft, which could , 
alarm you ; and I wifhed to keep it altogether 
from you, until I could fay, what I now may 
—that Lady Mar}^ Melvile wilhes me to be 
ypur*s." - 

" Wilhes you to be mine !'* repeated I, 
aimoft breathlefs withfurprize — " youmuft 



not — cannot*'- 



" Hear me out, Lbuifa!'* interrupting 
me, ^ and then pronounce my doom. It is 
feveral years (ince I beciame acquainted with 
Lady Mary,^ at Nice, whither (he had at- 
tended her dying mother. I was at that time 
under the influence of an attachment, which, 
though a very different one from that which 
now fills my heart, left me no. thoughts to 
beftow upon any other objed than her, who had 

H 2 



vcncoiintcred obloquy for my fake, and whofe 
health had fuffered from .the unhappinefs and 
jnortifications ftic had .experienced/* — 

** And what — ^and whatis become of her ?*• 
interrupted I ej^erly— rterrified left! wasalCi 
to be a fourcc of niife^ to another unfoF- 
.tunate being. 

-** She is dead** — faidheyin a tone that proved 
the reqoUeftion to be ^very painful to him. 

He flopped for i, moment. 

*^ I only mentioned her/* faid he, " i% 

^ilear myfelf from any fufpicion of having 

, been acceflary to the fatal liking, that took 

pofTeffion of Lady Mary*« breafL I paid no 

other attentions, tlian thofe which civility 

required, and had no idea of the partiality 

iftie had conceived. Lady Mount Melvile 

died on her way back to Scotland, and Lady 

Mary went to live with her elder brother. 

I heard nothing more of them, till Mr. Mel- 

vile^s return from India — we had formerly 

been acquaihted, during his (hort refidence 

at Vienna, when he was upon his youthful 

.travels; but I had entirely Ipfl fight of him, 

and was greatly furprifed, about two years 

ago, to receive a letter, recalling our former 

intimacy, and expreflling a ftrong wilh to fee 

me in Scotland. He alfo hinted, that bis 
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iffter, whofe health had fuffered much' fince 
i had feen her at Nice, joined in the invi- 
tatioit. It did not> at that time, in anjr 
Chape fuit me to leave Vienria; and I re- 
turned a letter of friendly thanks, declining 
the invitation, and expreffing my regret, that 
fo amikble a woman, to whom ^every one 
muft wiftr well, that had the honour of her 
acquaintance^ (Rould experience fo cruel a 
drawback upon all comfort as the want of 
health. I received a fecond letter, in which 
Mr. Melvile entered more particularly into 
his fifler*3 fituation, giving me to underftand, 
with a good deal of circumlocution, that the 
recbvery of her health depended more upon 
me, than I was, perhaps, aware of— tiat he 
himfelf having no thoughts of marrying, aud 
bis fijfter having ever been the objed of bis 
tendered concern, he could not make a more 
fatisfaftofy ufe of his fortune, than in fecuring 
her happinefs ; and that, -if I would give up ' 
all foreign purfuits, and go and fettle in my 
own country, he would enable her to olfer 
filch an eftablifliment, with her hand, as 
would enfure comfort, if not affluence to us. 
Iwas much hurt and diftrefled by this letter; 
never having conceived the leaft partiality 
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for Lady Mary, and not at that time even 
imagining, that matrimony could ever be 
the objeft of my wiflies. I wrote a civil 
letter, gratefully acknowledging, but at the 
fame time declining the honour intended 
me — and there it refted. I concluded they 
were offended; and, as I could do nothing in 
mitigation, trufted to time for affording me 
fome opportunity » of (bowing Mr. Mel vile, 
that I had a true fenfe of 6is generofity, when 
'Lady Mary fhould have turned her thoughts 
to fome man better qualified ta^make her 
happy. You know, Louifa, how my foul 
has fince been taken poffeflion of, and" every 
wifh and ever)^ thought bound up in you. 
You will not, therefore, wonder at the dif- 
order, into which I was thrown by the note 
delivered to me, in your prefence, from 
Mr. Melvile the other day. It was quite 
impoflible for me then to fpeak to you upon 
the fubjeft. Your mother was prefent : be- 
fides, I could only have awakened your 
anxiety for an unhappy woman. Melvile*s 
note was barely this :" — 

He pulled it out of his pdcket. Thefe 
were, as near as I recolledt, the contents. — . 

" I am juft arrived at Geneva, and think 
*^ that nothing, that haspalTed between us, my 
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«' dear friend, is any ways, likely to have 
'* decreafed our cfteem for each other; I, 
" therefore, hope to fee you immediately r 
" altho* I warn you, that the light of the 
" fufFering^angel I have with me may give 
" a fevere Ihock to your feelings/' 

*^ You know," continued Colonel Mal- 
colm, " I inftantiy went. I will not diftrefs' 
you, Louifa, by defcribing how greatly I 
was fhocked, to fee the lively, blooming, 
animated Lady- Mary, reduced to the mi- 
ferable ftate you yefterday beheld. — She en- 
deavoured to rife from her couch when I 
entered^ but fell back again, and had nearly 
feinted. I went up, and, taking her hand, 
refpedfully kiffed it ; but knew not what tq 
fay. The manner in which I approached her 
fpemed to fpread a faint gleam of fatisfac^ 
tion over her wan cheek; but (he did not 
attempt to fpeak. " Well, Colonel!" faid 
Melvile,^ taking me by the hand, and leading 
me to the window, " you fee, we triift tp 
not being wholly forgotten by you." " For- 
gotten — my worthy friend J" replied I, "no, 
when gratitude lofes its hold upon my heart, I 
hope it will break its ftrings." — " Why, that's 
honourably faid, Malcolm !" returned he — 

■ H4 
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" but why fhould your gratitude ftop (hort 
of deeds ? If a thing's worth being grateful for, 
it is worth accepting, I fuppofe ; and why the 
devil fliould you" — Here La^dy Mary, who 
Teemed to be roufed by th6 fear of what her 
brother might fay, interrupted him with-r- 
" my dear brother, is it fair to take Colonel 
Malcolm wholly to yourfelf ? I wifli for an 
opportunity of apologifing to him for the 
weaknefs of my prefent behaviour— I have 
been very un\yell lately. Sir,* '^ continued (he, 
" and every thing that recals painful fcenes ' 
overfets me.—- 1 have not feen you iGnce my * 
melancholy attendance upon my dear mother^ J 
and the fight of you brought fome painful ^ 
circumft^nces fo frefti into my mind, that it ' 
was almoft too much for me ; indeed, our 
prefent journey has the fame objedt in view 
fipr me, we then had for her; and, for my 
good brother's fake, I earneftly wi(h it may 
prove more fuccefsful." I immediately drew 
my chair hear, and entered into the idea Ihc 
had wifhed to imprefs me with. We talked 
over former fcenes and acquaintances, arid 
Ihe evidently became eafier. At length, Mrs. 
Freeman came in, upon which I arofe to take 
my leave. Lady Mary faid, " (hall we fee you 
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again in the evening?" " Afluredly/' I an- 
fwered. Mr. Melvile was defirous of my ftay* 
ing to dinner, but I declined it, as I really 
wanted fome time for refleftionj and to deter- 
nrfne upon my mode of condudt in this painful 
btifinefs. It was plain I (hould be urged by 
him ; it wa^ plain alfo, from the little, kind 
o( diffimulation fhe had had recourfe to, in 
attributbg her agitation to the recolledions 
of her ^mother, left I might fet it down 
to a different account, that fhe poflefled a 
dignified delicacy of mind, to which he was 
a ftranger. . I refolv^ed, therefore, to be per- 
k&iy candid and open asv t6 my. own con- 
cerns, and explain to her my views, wiifhes, . 
and'hbpes; in reg^ard to my beloved Louifa, . 
as to an old friend, entitled to my confidence f 
and f^em p^rfeftly blind to any • appearances 
that might, ixi fpite of her caution, break- 
fdrth, of her too higti ofHnion of me/' ' 

" Amiable^ !-^iA*appy Lady Mary T* faid 
I, fobbing, unable to Ircptefs my feeling and * 
yet griev<ed at interruptii^him,; left We might 
be broke in upon before he could finilh hi^ ^ 
aanative* 

*^ My charming Louifal how your gc-^ - 
ncrous fcnfibility cadears you to me !-i-I 

. W5' 
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went in the evening, fixed in my deter- 
mination, but no ways at my eafe as to the 
n^anntr of introducing it ; from the fear of 
wounding her delicacy, if (he (hould in any 
degree fufpeA its being done with a view of 
convincing her (he had nothing to expeft. 
I could not bring myfelf to come to you, 
Louifa, till the diftreflSng bu(inefs was fettled. 
I knew the pain I (hould give to your tender 
heart ; and feared, moreover, that your ge- 
nerofity might have led you to diftate a con- 
duft to me, which I had not power fufficient 
over myfelf to purfue." 

G, my dear Mother! thought I, ex- 
ultingly, I am not fo funk Jn the Colonel's 
efteem, as you believed me. — ^This was balm 
to my mind j but I would not again inter- 
rupt him. 

"In (hort, I went," continued he, "and 
found her alone — (be was vifibly better than 
in the morning, though her eyes were red, 
and there was much appearance of remaining 
agitation about. her. I flood (ilent for a 
moment, andr leaning againft the fole of the 
window, was con(idering in what manner. to 
introduce the fubjed, when, to my infinite 
relief, (heherfdf begahiti and now, Louifc 
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I wifli I may be able to do juftice to words^ 
which did at once fuch honour to her heart 
and underftanding. 

" I am much alhamed,'* Colonel Mai- 
colni, fai4 ftie, " of the (hallow artifice I had 
recourfe to this morning, to divert your ob- 
fervation from what muft fo obvioufly have 
^ttrafted it. I am not accuftomed to diflem- 
ble my . fcntiments ; but my brother, whofe 
kind heart fometimes mifguides his judgment; 
forced nxe to endeavour, at that moment, to 
ward off an attack fo diftreffing both to you 
and myfelf. The delicacy, with which you 
inftantly concurred in my fubterfuge, (hews 
mcthat I have no mifconftrudions to appre- 
hend from you ; and I am now going t9 
fpeak with a franknefs, which will, I truft, 
entitle me both to your efteem and con- 
fidence." — Here we were moft provokingly 
interrupted by the return of her brother fron^ 
the play, which he had grown tired of, and 
infifted upon Marlow's leaving with him, to 
conie and^make up a rubber for his filler, 
knowing he could depend upon me for a 
fourth, he faid. Iliis made it impoffible 
for me to break away; but (he took aa 
: H 6 
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Opportunity to fay, " let me fee you in the 
morning.'* I went as early as I thought Ihe 
was likely to be dreffed 5 and after, breakfaft 
her brother-, having agreed to ride with 
Marlow, left us : upon which (he imme- 
diately refumed the fubjeft we had been in- 
terrupted ip, and entreating that 1 would 
* patiently hear all i(he had to fay, before I - 
attempted any kind of anfwer, (he, as nearly . 

as I can recoUeft, went on thus. 

" Of my brother's two letters to you I was , 
perfe&ly ignorant, till long after your anfwer 
to the fecond ; when, upon 'my rejefting an 
offer of marriage, which my friends had 
deemed eligible, my brother, to convince me ' 
1 had nothing to look forward to, (hewed 
them to me. I hope you will'not think me 
guilty of affedation when I fay, that I would 
jather have^laid down my4ife, than they (hould 
have been written. However-^the mifchicf 
was done, and nothings remiained, but to en- 
deavour to get over the ihorti6cation, and 
feel all the gratitude due to the kind inten- 
tions, that had fuggefted my brother's mif- 
taken proceeding ; ftill I could not bring my-» 
felf to think of the marriage propofed in the 
light that was wiihed s and at length I olh 
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tallied to be left at liberty upon the fubjeft* 
My health has gradually continued to de« 
dine ; and, in compliance with my brother's 
anxious wilhes, Fconfented to try the cfFedts 
of change of air. 

** George infilled upon taking charge of 
me himfelf, and propofed' Geneva as the im- 
mediate objeft, without acquainting me that 
t/OH were here : and it was not till We reached 
Lyons, that he apprifed me of what I. was 
going to encounter — for fear,, he faid, that 
coming unawares upon me^ it might put an 
end to me at once, I urged every argument 
I could think of, to convince him of the im-. 
propriety of the ftep he was making me take^ 
and the ftrange appearance it would have 
in your eyes: but he has not been much 
.accullomed to give way j nor does he quite 
enter into the delicacy and punftilios of our 
fex. In the idea that he was forcing me to 
my good, he has been as peremptory and as 
headftrong in his own opinion, as the moft 
defpotic parent. Here then I am come — ^and 
here, in defiance of every effort on my part, 
his firft ftep has been to fummon you to us. 

** But now^ Colonel Malcolm,, in confe- 
^uence of the franknefs with which,! have 
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entered uppn this painful fubjed, I expeft to 
be farther believed^ when I give you my 
word of honour, that, fo far from entering 
into my brother's views, were it even poffi- 
ble, which, from particular circumftanccs^ 
I know It is not, that this faded form fliould 
work upon your compaffion, and infpire you 
with feelings, which my brighter days could not 
call forth, I ftibuld be fo far from thankfully 
accepting the blefling, which for many years 
I confidered as alone worth living for, that no 
earthly power would now bring me to confent, 
to giving you my hand ; and that, not from 
any mean or little motive of mortified felf- 
love, or wounded pride, but becaufe I feel it is 
too late. I could only involve you in miferyj 
that would double mine, and give a fting to 
death, which a long continuance of fufferiiigs 
has robbed it of, and taught me to look 
forward to as my friend . " 

Here Colonel Malcolm's voice faulter^, 
and tears forced their way — which redoubled 
mine. After a ihort paufe he went on. 

" She was ftrongly afFefted — I kifled her 
iiand; but could find no utterance.^— She 
foon recovered, however, and refuming the 
fubjeft, in a tone of more compofure faid, 
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**This explanation I owed to myfelf, after the 
ftrange light in which I have been placed to 
you. Wh^t I have farther to fay relates to 
yourfelf. Colonel Malcolm, for whofe welfare 
and happinefs I may (after the declaration I 
have juft made) avow myfelf tenderly folici- 
tous. Mrs. Freeman yeflerday informed me, 
that it is believed in Geneva you are at- 
tached to a very young perfon, without any 
fortune jand that it is thought, if you obtain an 
appointment yqu have in view, (he would not 
be adverfe to marrying you.. You will not, 
I tmft, fuipc^ nie of jealoufy, when I fay, 
that the idea of her youth alarms me for 
your fulure profpeids: yet, Mrs. Freeman 
tells me (he is a moft amiable creature, with 
a folidity of mind and underftanding greatly 
beyond her years. I would wiih— do not 
deem me impertinently intrufive — ^I would 
wilh to be acquainted with her, to be (atif- 
fied, that your prolpecflis what my anxious 
affedions would h^ve ftrove to have made it* 
had it been my happy lot. . . • /* Here fhe 
feemed to check herfelf — and (lopped.— 
Lomfa,your increafedemotionihowsme, that 
you G^n form a juft conception of what pafled 
in my (bul during the whole, of this extra- 

5 
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drdinary difcourfe, .and you will not wifli' mc 
to withhold the affectionate reverence, the 
warm gratitude, with which (he has fiUed^my 
bofom. — ^You and (he ftand alone among . 
women !'* 

' ** Withhold it, Colonel Malcolm J—Good 
God!— fliort indeed would you fall of the 
c^inion I have formed of you, if you did 
not adore fuch goodnefs,-r-ExaJted woman ! 
Ihe-^fhe alone could have m^de you hap- 
py ! — ^What- am I to Tier ? — I . cannot bear 
the thought of robbing her of you.— 0, 
Colonel Malcolm !-^do not, do not let me 
be the means of confirming her wretched- 
nefs !'* My. emotion^ increafed almoft to 
agony. 

He feized upon both my hands^ as I clafped '■ 
them together, and kifsed them with tcanf* 
port. 

, At that inftant my mother opened the 
door — fhe ftarted back in aftonifliment — 
Malcolm was confounded — and I had not the 
power of utterance. 

She Teemed hefitating for a moment— but 
came forward. — *^ Is not Louifa well ? Colo- 
nel Malcolm,*' afked (he drily. 

^ I have been telling her a tale, that has 
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worked^ I fear, too ftrongly upon her feel- 
ings,^'^ replied he^ a little recovering hiinfelf.. 

" It is entitled to work upon my feelings^ 
indeed," faid I^ fcarce able to articulate ^ 
" Tell it to my mother. Colonel Malcolm^ 
and fhe will join me in urging you, to turn 
all your thoughts to Lady-Mary, \yho is alone 
worthy of you/* 

The Colonel looked amazed — I had 
wholly forgotten at that moment, that he was 
ignorant of the difclofure I had made to my , 
mother. Lady Mary had "taken poffeffioa 
of ajil my faculties. 

** And does Lady Riverfdak then know ?'^ 
laid he. 

" Yes, Colonel,*' interrupted my mother^ 
** Louifa is too little accuftomed to diffimu- 
lation, to be able to carry it oh long: flie has 
not been a fufficient time under your tuition, 
toperfift in deceiving her mother/* 

" Madam I'* faid he, firing at this'reproach. 

I interrupted him, fearing the confequenccs 
of his warmth. " Do, not, Colonel, be fur* 
prifed, that my mother- fhould feel hurt at 
the concealment ' we have been guilty of 
towards her.— I have not yet had it in* 
niy power to explain, that we only meant to^ 
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fpare her anxiety for the prefent ; but by no 
means to fet afide her authority, whenever an 
actual decifion came to be called for : and I 
was led into the unavoidable neceffity of 
making an earlier difcovery to her by the 
cffeft, that the news of your intended mar- 
riage with Lady Mary had upoh me, and 
the convidion, that it precluded all motives 
for concealment/' 

, Softened by the idea, that. love for him 
had betrayed us, and probably recollefting 
too, that it was of fome moment not to irrir 
tate my mother, who certainly had reafon to 
be difpleafed with him, he ftruggled to 
check himfelf, and (aid, ^** I hope I (hall 
©ne day be able to make amends for any 
condudt your Ladyfliip may now think repre- 
henfible : and believe me. Madam, Louifa's 
duty to you is one of her firft charms in my 
eyes/* 

My mother, who was prepoffefled with the 
notion of his engagement to Lady Mary, 
now foftened a little likewife, and gave him 
her hand in token of reconciliation, which he 
refpedfuUy kifled . 

I then requefted him, to repeat to my 
mother the fcene he had beeq relating to. me. 
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adding, ** I will go in the mean while, and 
endeavour to compofe niyfelf in fome degree, 
that I may not be wholly unfitted for return- 
ing Lady Mary's vifit this afternoon/' And 
I left them. ^ 

Company came in to dinner, before Colo- 
nel Malcolm went away. — I excufed myfelf 
from going down. 

This has taken me a long time writing, 
my Henry, a,nd thrown me out of the regu- 
larity of my dates J but do not fuppofe, that 
I let twenty-four hours pafs without com^ 
mitting foniething to paper. 

Lady Mary received us in the moft oblig- 
ing manner. I approached her with awe and 
compun£lion.c* Mr. Melvile was again cold 
and formal, and feetned to watch every look ' 
of the Colonel's. I do not know, whether his 
fitter has imparted to him her determination,^ 
as my mother's unexpected entrance pre- 
vented Colonel Malcolm from 'concluding 
the account of what had pafled. 

Mrs. Freeman came in, and brought 
Lord Grantin with her. After making a flight 
bow to Lady Mary arid Mr. JVIelvile, he 
walked flraight up to me, drew his chsur 
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aext me,' and feemed not to perceive th^re 
was any body clie in the room- 

I faw Colonel Malcolni look-uneafy: I 
obfervcd too,, that Lady Mary's eye was 
almoft conftantly direfted towards me,' and 
once or twice I took an opportunity of ! 
fifing, and changing my feat -, but he imme- 
diately followed me. pis difcourfe turnecf 
entirely upon the diiFerent merits of Millico, i 
Marchefe, Rubinelli, &c* ; comparing mj 
fihging with fome of the peculiar excellencies ' 
4)f each, and interlarding* the whole with J 
whatever Italian exclamations and expret- ] 
fions occurred to him/ 

I was much vexed at this perfecution ; yet 
could hot help occafionally attending to him, 
mufic being an interefting fubjedl to me, 
and the only one he feems thoroughly to un- 
derftand: and,, never having heard any of 
the fingers he mentioned, L certainly had 
fome curiofity to be informed about them. 

Mr. Melvile put his filler in mind of call- 
ing for a card-table, 

Mr. Melvilie, though he has been many 
years out of his own country, has pfeferved 
kis Scotch dialed in all its primitive purity. 
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^' Malcolm likes a rubber at whift," fays he, 
^ and they y©ung folk are varry weel enter- 
tained wi their mufical converfation, (ae we 
need nae fa(h aboot them/*. 

Whether he meant this provokingly, or 

\ that i|: arofe merely from ignorance of the 

world, I will not decide 5 but I am clearly 

of opinion, that ^n £a(l Indian poli(h upoa 

a Scotch ground dops not product a very 

iappy cffed 5 arid yet I would wifli to like 

i iim for his afFedion to his (iften [ 

\ She underftood, that I often fung without 

an inftrument, and was in hopes, that oxir 

I mufical diflertation would have ended in a 

I fong, which (he thought a much better thing 

I than the card-table. ' ^ 

Could I fing any of the barcarolle's ? * ' Lord . 
Grantin aiked : no other Italian fong was. 
bearable without accompanihient. 

Lady Mary faid, (lie had been told, that J 
fung Engli(h and Scotch fongs. 

" Cafpetta ! die caltivo gujlol^ could 
any body endure Engli(h mu(ic, that -had 
ever heard any other? The Scotch, indeed, if 

# The watermen's fongs. 

\ The deuce ! what a bad tafte ! 
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it were npt for the barbarifms of the lan- 
guage, might occafionally have fome little 
merit, as it had originated with an Italian " 

Colonel Malcolm, who had thus far been 
completely filent, with a little dafli of fuUen- 
nefs, now broke forth, with no very pleafant 
afped, and faid, " Perhaps Lady Mary may 
be as well pleafed, to have an opportunity, of 
judging for berfelf, as to have the law laid 
down to her fo peremptorily. As to me, I 
am no great critic in mufic ; ' but I own, that ' 
a little fenfe joined to it is not, in my opi* . 
nion, any great drawback 5 though that is, 
perhaps, your Lordlhip^s particular objec- 
tion." 

" No, faith ! I have no objedion toTenfe 
at all, when it comes good-humoiiredly and 
apropos, like Mifs' Riverfdale's,*' replied 
Lord Granting "But do you fuppofe. Sir, 
there is no fenfe in Italian ? Metaflafio, let 
me tell you"— 

" For God's fake,'* interupted the Colo- 
nel, " do not let us proceed to a differtation 
upon Italian literature, of which I under- 
ftand as little as of their mufic : all I mean 
is this, that I have feen very few things 
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come out of Italy, that in any fhape fuited 
mytafle/' - . • 

" Capperi ! but that may be as much the 
fault of your tafte, though, as of the country, 
let me tell you. Colonel,** replied Lord Grantin, 
The Colonel feemed difpofed, to explain 
his meaning more at length.; but Mrs. Free- 
man interrupted him, by calling upon me, 
to enable the company to give their votes 
upon the fubjedt, by finging a fong in each 
language, " A Scoth fong, pray^ Mifs Ri- 
veridale,'' faid Lady Mary. , 

I faid, my only difficulty lay in the fear 
of finging Scotch before a Scotch- woman ; 
as my having been out of England from tea 
years old ^ve me very little chance of fing* 
ing either tjiat.oip Englifh, as it ought to be. 
" Per Bacco /" exclaimed Lord Gran tin, 

[.laughing, " that is the only chance of their" 

\ being bearable at all." 

Colonel Malcolm's difpleafure trembled 
^pon his lips again : but Lady Mary faid 

I with quicknefe, " I can take no cxcufe, Mifs 
Riverfdaie, you muft indulge me with a 

; Scotch fong, and I will corredt your pro- 

[ aunciation, if it fliould be faulty.'* 
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I immediately fting Lochabcr^ with wliich 
Ihc exprefled herfelf "pleafed : (he after- 
wards named feveral others, which I was 
happy to be able to fihg, as it kept off the 
converfktion. ' She correAed a word here and 
there, and wondered that I gave (o little 
room for it, as I had never been in Scotland, 
nor mxich in the^ay of Scotch people* Her 
own pronunciation is prettier, than I could 
have conceived Scotch to be. 

Lord Grantin faid, there was So much 
tafte and feeling in my manner, that he 
Ihouid not have difcovered it to have been 
Scotch, but for what paffed before. Ladj 
Mary, a little hurt for the credit of her coun- 
try mufic, feid, ** I cannot think Mifi 
Riverfdale has any reafon to |)e flattered 
with the compliment; for, in my opinion, 
a vxry confidcrable charm in her finging » 
thediftinft articulation of her words," 

** Aye, troth, is it;'* faid her brother, 
^* anci, excepting the Hindoftanny mufic, 
I dihna ken ony to compare wi the Scots/* 

♦* The Hindoftanny mufic !** cried Lord 
Grantin, ^* what d — d mufic is that ? chc 
robafard, mai qiiejia^ per Vamcr di dio /*** 

• What ftuffcan that be, for the love of Heaven! 

3 
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turSing to me with a laugh, v which feemed 
to nettle Mr. Mel vile. 

" Varry like, my lord,*' replied he, " ye 
may never ha* heard o' fie anne pkce : but; J 
can tell ye, fome thing mair is to be acqueered 
m% than juft fiddling and piping, and fie 
like." ' . ./ 

*^ Yes, yes,' &ith,** faid Lord Granting 
" the p^odas chi^ik to very pretty tunes 
there, I am aware of that : J believe they 
would command attention even in Italy.** 

" Gen mcfs wuU permit me, Fll prefect 
her wi a fet o' Hendoftawny airs, that ufed 
to be performed by my aiivband at Bengal," 
faid Mr. Melvile, grav€(ly addrefling me, : 

Lord Grant in laughed. 

I faid I fliould be glad. to look at them, 
provided he would undertake to teach .me 
to pronounce the words ; which he readily 
agreed to. 

Lord Grantin faid, he could enter more 
readily into the motives of Mr. Mclvile*s pan- 
ti^ity than Colonel Malcolm^s. 

Colonel Malcohn did not feem to think 
tlim worthy of any farther anfwer, and ftood 
filent and mdignant. 
vot. i; I 
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Lady Mary propofed an airing to me for 
the next morning, which was yefterday. She 
wUfaed to fee me more intimately, (he told 
me. 

Lord Grantin offered tp attend us on 
horfebackj Lady Mary civilly declined it, 
which I rejoiced in moft exceedingly. 

My mother has told me, that (he was 
much affcded by Colotiel Malcolm's recital, 
and that (he thinks it incumbent upon me, 
to ufe any power I may have over him, to 
induce him to marry Lady Mary. 

I perfe<^ly agreed in the idea^ that every 
feeling of honour and generofity called upon 
me to do (o; ^xpreffing a doubt, however, 
at the fame time, that Lady Mary herfelf 
would now be brought, to deviate from her 
ib firmly expreffed refolutions. 

My mother faid I was young, and 
knew little of womankind : perhaps the very 
manner in which (he had fpoken was an 
art to draw him in. 

I ooked at my mother with furprife: I 
never knew her fu(picious of duplicity before } 
and I rather imagined (he withed to impitfs 
me with the idea, than that (he fpoke her 
real fentiments* 
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How is it that we do not hear from you, 
my Henry ? Your opinion, upon much of 
what I h^ve imparted, would be fo very ma- 
terial.— rSome fatality appears to hang over 
ourcorrefpondence, when the communication 
feems fo ftiort and fo eafy as between Paris 
and Geneva, — but I will not teafe you with 
our diftrefs at this irregularity, quite uffured 
the fault is not in you. 

Lady Mary and I have paffed a very 
^recable morning. She is an uncommonly 
fenfible well-informed woman. Wc con- 
verfed upon a variety of topics i her aini 
feemed to be, to afcertain my way of thinking. 
She feveral times mentioned Lord Grantin; 
whom I fpoke of exaftly as he ftruck me. 
She did not name Colonel Malcohn, which 
I was thankful for. 

She fouhd herfelf rather unwell, juft as we 
happened to be near old Simon^s Cottage : I 
pointed it out to thie: fervants to ftop at, and 
alk for a littfe water to mix her ether- 
drops in, which flie is always obliged to 
hive with Ijier, in cafe of any fudden faint- 
nefs. • . . 



1*]Z , LETTERS OF 

She was ftruck with the exceffive ncatnefs 
and romantic fimplicity of the fpot. — Poor 
Simon was in the utmoft diftrefs ; he feared, 
he faid, that his eldeft grandchild, httle Ja- 
votte, had caught the fmall-pdx : — the fickly 
mother, and the infant at her breaft, had 
never had it. f apprehended their mifma- 
nagement of the diforder befides, and faid, 
if they would truft her to me, I would have 
her taken care of, and would fend for her in 
the afternoon. 

It occurred to me, that old Gatheririe might 
be depended upon for nurfing her, according 
to the diredions my mother and I (hould 
give; and that fhe would there beat hand 
for me to fee her. daily. 

Siinon lamented your departure with fuch 
truth jand fimplicity, as could not but affed 
me deeply. ' In the fulnefs of his gratitude, 
he enumerated various inftances, of your 
benevolence to hinx and hiS) family j inter- 
mixed with an account of new diftreffes^ 
which he faid never could have befallen him, 
but for the abfence of bis only friend : for 
now the pigs had got into his potatoe ground, 
^and his afs had lamed itfelf. - 

Lady Mary, fmiling at the nature of the 
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misfortunes you were to have guarcied him 
againft, infilled upon fupplying your plac6 
as far as in her lay : and after furnifliing 
him with liberal means to replace the afs, 
'(hould it continue difabled, and riew flock 
his garden, (he would take Javotte into the 
carriage at once, to (ave any danger that 
might arife from delay. 

The poor people poured out thanks and 
bleffings innumerable : at the fame time a 
degree of diftrefs betrayed itfelf through the 
mother's gratitude ; (he (aid, if it was only her 
own rifk, fhe would encounter it* rather 
than part from her child ; but to be fure, the 
poor baby at her Ureaft-^fhe bugged it t6 
her, and faid no more — -her eyes filled, 

I afterwards told Lady Mary their inte- 
rfefting ftory, which afFedled her; and (he 
faid, how much (he could have wi(hed to 
have been acquainted with fuch a character, 
as (he had both heard and found your's to 
be. — ^Such benevolent kind-heartednefs,joined 
to fuch greatx and noble qualities, were not 
often met with. She had now led me into 
the ftibjeft I am apt to be diflfufe upon — my 
brother — the mexhauftible fource of my 
pride, my knowledge, and my happinefs. 



13 
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She heard me with much apparent plea- 
fure, and faid,.I was worthy of haying fuch a 
brothep. How gratified I felt myfelf by the 
compliment l-^-Surely the praife of the good 
can never fail of its effeft 1 and from her in 
particular it comes with a double claim upofl 
my feelings. ^ ^ 

She fpoke highly of my mother, and ob- ' 
ferved, that her manners were uncommonly | 
dignified, and her converfation and fenti- 
ments, as far as (be had heard them, fuch ^ 
as might be expeded from the mother of \ 
Henry and Louifa : but there was a melan- ^ 
choly caft of countenance in her, (he thought, 
which fpoke having met with fevere trials. 

I faid, I knew little of the early part of my 
mother's life — that I had a very faint recol- 
le&ion of my father,* who died in the Eaft 
Indies; upon receiving the news of which, 
my mothei" bad immediately left England, to 
enable hereto educate me at a fmallef ex- 
penfe, uniil my father's afiairs (hould be fet- 
tled, and fuch remittances made, as Would 
admit of our re^turning to our native countr)' ; 
that the delays^ which had taken place, had, 
at length, given her rea(bn to fear there 
might be fome dilhonefty in the executors; 
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and, in (hort, it had been deemed advifeable, 
to make intereft to obtain my brother the 
appointment, which he had been (o fortunate 
as to fuoceed in getting, and which would 
ferve the double purpofe of aiFording him 
the means of fettling Sir William's affairs, 
which had now been above feven years involved 
in intricacies, and, at the fame time, iniprov- 
ing his own fortune, which, at beft, ^ould, 
otherwife, be but confined. 

Although I wilhed to be as explicit 
and unrefcrved, as Lady Mary's amiable 
franknefe entitled her to expeft me to be, 
I could not bear, my Henry, to throw a 
Ihacfe over the memory of my &ttier, by- 
acknowledging, what wc ourfelves only^ 
know from conjedlure, that be did not make* 
his wife happy. The ftridt filencc my mo* 
ther has ever obferved ufip that head is a 
tacit injundtion upon her children, not tof" 
draw tbe\eil from, their father's faults. 

I thought Lady Mary fcemed fatigue4 
when we parted ; and greatiy fear her fitua- 
tion is very defperate. She promifed to lie 
down for an hour or two> and (aid, if flic 
found herfdf better in the evening,. Ihe would 
14 
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come to us; for fhe wiflied to fpend as 
muchdF her time with us aspoffiWe, during 
her ftay. She could not defcribe, fhe faid, 
the mixture of pleafure and pain fhe felt in 
my company; but it gave an intereft to 
her latter hours, which fhe had not fuppofed 
any thing on this fide the grave could again 
have excited. 

This was jufl as the carriage flopped at our 
dpor, fo I could only throw my arms about 
her neck, and embrace her, which I did with 
much emotion — ^and we parted. 
, I immediately repaired to Catherine's with 
my little xharge. She undertook every 
thing with the utmofl zeal, and feemed 
quite delighted, to have the meanspf making 
hcrfclf ufeful to her ** dear Ladylhip'* and 
her ". fwect Mifs/* 

Javptte had faMm afleep with the motion 
of the coach, ahnofl as foon as we had got 
her into it ; and, as far as I can judge, the 
eruption feems to be coming out very favour- 
ably. 

My Mother quite approved of what I 
had done, and we fent in all the necefTaries 
to Catherine's, who had inflantly lighted an 
immcnfe fire, and feemed much alarmed, 



MXSS RIVBRSPALE. .I77 

\i^hen I defired it might be put out, affuring 
me (he wouTd not make any extraordinary- 
charge for it : I (hould have the wood at the 
price fhe had laid it in at^ and her troubte 
, for nothing. . 

It was with fome difficulty I could Con- 
vince her, that oeconomy was not the motive, 
and with much more that (he Was brought 
to agree to the window being (jbt open occa- 
(lonally, to "^air the room. To be fure, (he 
faid, if* her dear Lady(hip and I ordered it, 
(he was bound in duty to it; but then (he 
hopcdy that my Lady would* fcreen her from 
the confequences, if the child died ; for, to 
be fure, (he (hould be brought to juftice, or, 
at leaft, (he (hould never expeft to lie a 
night quiet in her bed afterwards j " for, if 
you*ll believe me, Mifs,*' faid (he, *' the 
do^or wanted me to do the very felf-fame 
thing, when her de^ Lady (hip was fo kind as 
to have my poor Tommy noculatcd along with 
Mafter Harry — but^ I thought, thinks I, it's 
all along of his wanting to fave me a bu(hel 
of coals or fo, which my Lady will never let 
me want ; and fo I never minded it a bit i 
but w:hea he grew fo bad with the fever^ I 

J 5 
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made him as good a fire as if he had been a 
Lord, and got £>me more blankets for his bed 
from a neighbour, and pinned his curtains as 
clofe, fo as not a breath of air could come at 
him; but it all wouldn't do— it was heaven's 
will to take poor Tonuny from me ; and all 
my comfort was, as I hadn't niinded the doc- ^ 
tor, and had nothing to lay at my own door/' 

There was no fmiling at folly which had | 
produced fuch ferious confequences ; and it I 
would have been barbarous, to have opened t 
poor Catherine's eyes to what (he had done : { 
I therefore contented myfdf with faying, 
** but different cafes require diflferent treat- ■ 
ment, you know, and my mother will take | 
it very ill of you, Catherine, if you don't do 
exadty what 1 require in regard to this." 

She promifed faithfully (he would. I faw ^ 
Javbtte ptit to bed, and truft flie will do very 
well. • 

I found Colonel Malcolm had called dur- 
ing my abfence, and expreflfed particular 
anxiety to fee me ; faying he would be here 
in the evening. 

Do not you wonder what is become of 
Madame D'Urtife ail this time? you ex- 
pefted her J^gain th? next morning, I am 

4 



fare, for this advice^ which was fo very necef- 
fary to her peace^ I he^d nothing of her 
that day, hcwvever:. — and was informed the 
next, that (by way of giving me time to re^o* 
ver, no doubts fmm the diftrefs (he had occa* 
fionedy and i^fle<% more at leifure upon the beil 
methods for her to purfue) (be was. fetting 
out for Laufanne,. with a very liveiy party^ 
who have no other object but curiofity and 
sumifement in view y and t^eir return: is^ quite 
uncertain. So much for Madame I>'UEfei(e 
gnd her mbfortunes. 



15/S^. Lady Mary is very iJL — She did! 
aot come yefterday evening! (he (cnt for 
Colonel Malcolm from hence : (he particu- 
larly wiftied to -fee him. He faid he would 
come directly back,^ and give us an account 
rf her ;> but did not return- 

The Dean deiired to fpeak to> my mother 
ia her dreffing room yefterday evening ; and 
they were together for a long time — (ha 
feemed agitated and elated wheik (he- re- 
^^inied — he was grave and? abfent.. Some-^ 
thing (rfconfequence I am fure t. but neither 
^^ them faid a word to me > fo I can form 
^coiyefture.^ 

Id 
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I am exceedingly alarmed for Lady 
Mary : — ^we have fent 

My mother's entrance interrupted what 
I was going to fay. 

She fat down and feemed cbnfidering how 
to begin.—" O, my dear mother," ex- 
claimed I, " you have bad news to impart !— 
poor Lady Mary P* — and t flopped in terrour. 

" No/* flie faid, " fhe had juft fent, but 
had received no ahfwer.*'' 

** What then, my deareft madam, is the. 
matter ?*' taking her hand, " that you fcem 
at a lofs to fpeak to me.^* 

" Did you take notice ot my confer- 
ence with the Dean laft iiight, Louifa ?" 

** Yes, indeed, I did; but hoped, from 
your appearance, he had not imparted any 
thing diiagreeable. — Is it any thing relative 
to Henry?'* 

" No, it relates to yourfelf.** . " 

" To me r" 
\" Yes; the Dean was commiflioned by 
Lord Grantin, to make overtures of mar- 
riage.'* — 

" Good Heavens I that coxcomb !'*^ 

" I fhould not have expefted fuch petu- 
lance from you, Loyifa, in return for an 



' 
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honour, .which I fancy young women of 
higher rank and expedations, thaityou have 
any claim to, would be very glad to accept/* 

" I beg your pardon. Madam,*' con- 
founded at the gravity of her reproof; " could 
I have fuppofed that he had found favour in 
your eyes, I (hould have been m6re guarded.*^ 

" And why (hould you not fuppofe him 
likely to find favour in my eyes ? Whkt could 
I hope for better in a fon-in-law, than a young 
man of high rank, good fortune, and unex* 
ceptionable charafter ?** 

** I fhould have made but a poor ule 
of the pains you have fo carefully beftowed 
upon teaching me to forip a juft eflima- 
tion of things, if I did not hold rank and 
fortune to be very fecondary eonfidera- 
tions in the acquifition of happinefs. An 
unexceptionable charafter, I confefs,' is of 
vegr great importance ; but fenfe and mental 
acquirements appear to me to be indifpen- 
feble. And fure I am, my dear motheir 
will not deny,' that a competency joined to 
thefe, and divefted of a title,, is more likely 
to enfure rational felicity, than the brilliant 
^ftablifhoient held oxit by Lord Grantin^^, 
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and fupported only by &,ill in mufic and 
drcfs." 

" And what title have you to cxpeft per* 
fcftion, Loiiifa ?**^ — 
. " None, madam — ^I do not expeft it — I j 
only wilh to be allowed to determine what ' 
I can beft difpcnfe with/' 

".The Dean fays Lord Grantin is per- 
feAly good-humoured, and left Eton with j 
great credit/* ^ ^ 

" I fear then he muft have loft it fince; 
for I appeal to yourfelf^ whether any thing, 
like rcfliedion, obfervation, or knowledge, has 
fallen from his lips^ fince We have feen him.'* 

" The Dean fays,'*^ replied Ihe, waving 
my appeal, " that a fenftble woman will 
make a very different being of him in a 
fhort time ;^ and that he has only a little 
&(hionable affedation belonging to his ](Outb» 
and the company he has kept/' 

^ O, my dcareft mother, do not dlot me 
the arduous taik of forming a h^fband. I, 
am too inexperienced myfelf, not to require a 
guide and friexid, whom I could look up to 
upon all occafions. I (hould defpife Lord 
Grantin for his infignificance, and myfetf 
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for bdog biaflcd by fuch paltry conffdtra- 
tions, as I could only marry him for/* 

" I fee too clearly^ Louifa» what all this 
originates in — your romantic^ vifionary pro- 
fpefts in regard to Malcolm/' 

** Do not, X beg of you> be fo unjuft to. 
the principles you yourfelf have inftilled 
into my mind, as to fuppofe, that had Colo- 
iml Malcolm never exifted, I could bear 
the thought of being united for life to fuch 
a companion as Lord Grant in. Do not let 
your difpleafore fall upon the Colonel. I am 
above diffembling — I candidly confefs, that 
were he in circumftances to come into im- 
mediate competition, I would prefer him, 
though more than double my age,^ with a 
bare fubfiftence, to all that Lord Grantin can 
offer : but you know, that at this moment 
the"Gc4oners fituation is in all refpeds fo 
uncertain, that he may really be confidered 
as quite out of the queftion. And why 
(hould the Dean te fo aSiive in this? — How 
is it confiftent with his fricndftiip for the 
Marquis of Egmore ? Can he fuppofe he is 
obliging him, by negotiating a marriage 
with -a young woman of: no fortune, no high 
connexions ? Too well do I know my dearefl 
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mother's feelings, to fuppofe (he could for 
an inftant endure the thought of her daugh- 
tfer being bu-ought unhandfomely into a 
faniily, .and treated with unkindnefs as an 
intruder into it/* 

' Here I at length touched upon the r^ht 
firing. 

** You do me but juftice there,** anfwered 
fhe, **and it was the objeftion I inftantly m^ 
to the Dean ; who, fo far from being aftive 
in the bufinefs, appears to me, on the con- 
trary, rather cool in it, and as if be {poke 
merely in confequence of being flxongly 
urged by Lord Grantin.** 

** Well then, what remains farther to he 
faid ? That puts an end to it at once j docs 
itndt?'* 

"^ I can fee no feafon why it fhould,*' re- 
plied (he, " becaufe the Marquis may be a 
kind of man, who confiders his foji's happinefs 
as the firft obgedt : and, without vanity, I . 
believe, I may fay, that, fetting -afide the 
one objedion of want of fortune, he maj^ 
not eafily meet with a woman fo well cal- 
culated, to do credit to his fon*s judgment. 
The Dean toldme> that Lord Grantin, no- 
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thing doubting in regard to my confent and 
yours, had wanted him, without farther 
ceremony, to join in writing a letter to his 
father, afluring him of your extraordinary 
merits, in the idea, that an impartial teftimony 
would be likely to carry conliderable weight. 
He was willing to have his father's concur- 
rence, if he could get it ; but perfe^ly de- 
termined to proceed without it, if withheld; 
having a' large independent eftate left him 
by his uncle, which he came into pofleffion 
of lafl year, upon attaining the age of twenty- 
one: and the Dean had great difficulty in 
convincing him, that there was any neceffity 
for making fure of our fentiments firft. 
However^ when he found he could not pro- 
ceed without it, he had infilled upon his 
coming to me, and making the propofal : for, 
hang him, he faid, if he could go finging, 
" Will you marry me, dear Ally Croaker ?*' 

" Good heavens! my deareft ^ midam,^ 
and is it poffible, that the paltry advantages, 
attendiag fuch an union as this, can blind 
you to all the conceit and levity of this pro^ 
ceeding?" 

** I have ever made it a ruW Lpuifa, not 
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to fee infult where none is meant : and as to 
coneeit, h is more the levity and folly of his 
age, than any determined high opinion of 
himfelf. You call the confiderations paltry 
that aftuate me, my child ; but do you con- 
fider what an objeft it riiuft be to me, (and 
I (hould have hoped) to yourfelf, tliat you 
Ihould have fixed in your native country, 
whither I look forward to the fatisfaftion of 
returning to end my days, and where your 
brother will alfo finally fettle.'* 

I was ailedted with the feeling with which 
(he uttered this,' and could only anfwer, " O 
my dear, dear mother ! do not fuppofe Lord 
Gfantin offers the only means of fecuring 
this happinefs to us; — ^but what have you 
faid to the Dean ?'* . ^ 

^* I told him I could fay nothing, until I 
had fpoken to you ; that as I had made it 
my whole ftudy in your education^ to form 
your heart and mind upon fuch principles, 
as could enable you to judge in all things 
for yourfelf, I .had now laid it doii|3i as a 
rule, to attempt no farther influence over 
your conduit, than by my advice; which I 
fljould always offer, in the firft 'wAmcex to 
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the utmoft of my abilities, and then leave 
you to your own determination : and this I 
mean moft ftridly to adhere to.*' 

I threw my arms about her neck, and 
melting into tears, exclaimed, " What can 
I fay for fo much goodnefs ? it (hall be my 
uniform ftudy, not to difcredit the pains you 
have b^ftowed upon me: but do not— O 
do not, I entreat you, let the Dean bring the 
mortification upon me, of being rejefted by 
a family, which no confic^eration would 
tempt me to enter into, v^ere they even to 
concur withXord Grantin in his willies/' 

My mother embraced me tenderly, but 
urged me to take a few days to confider of it. 

*' Indeed that would not be ufing Lord 
Grantin well : it would have all the appear- 
ance of a defire, tp keep him dangling on,, 
when I can have no doubts in my own 
mind/'— 

Here we were interrupted by Flora, who 
brought word Lady Mary Melvile was fome-* 
what better, and Colonel Malcolm was belpw. 

My mother went down; and I only re- 
mained to recover fo far from my agitation,, 
as that it la^ht not attrad the Cotonel's. 
obfervatipn. 
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When I entered the library, I found my 
mother in tears, and, fearful that I had mif- j 
underftood Flora, I exclaimed, " I'oor Lady ' 
Mary!''— 

" She has-had a quieter night than was ex* 
pefted,*' faid Colonel Malcolm, *' and the 
phyfieians think better of her this morning f 
but wiQi her. to remove hence, with all con- 
venient fpeed." 

" What theri is the matter ?'^ alked I. 

" The Colonel was giving me an account 
of an affedting fcene between himfclf and 
Lady Mary," faid my mother. 

" May I not hear it ?" inquired I, eagerly. 

" Afluredly !, who is half fo much enti- 
tled? you fhall, the inftant I can recover 
myfclf fufficiently to repeat ^t"— drying his 
eyes. 

I fat down in bfeathlefs expectation. 

" When I was fent for laft night, T found 
Lady Mary in a ftate of inlenfibility, and- 
they thought her dying.' The phyfician had 
not been immediately to be found, and was 
not come. 

** Melvile was hanging over her, wringing 
his hands in thegreateft agOnjf'^ The inftant 
he faw me, he exclaimed, " Ah Malcdm ' 
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fee what/ you have done ! by G — you are 
tlie death of her, as much as if you had (hot 
a bullet through her head/* The alarming 
light, joined to this intemperate attack, almoft 
I got the better of me: without flopping, 
however, to anfwer him, I went. up. to the 
j couch, on which flxe was lying; and, agitated 
by their terrours^ I caught the infedion, and 
believed I faw the hand of death upon her. 
The phyfician came^ and del^ring us all to 
iftand afide, faid, for God*s fake give her air. 
lilt's nothing but a fwoon- — and throwing 
up the windows, added, there is no imme- 
idiate danger of death whatever. Upon his 
Sippiication of the proper remedies, Ihe foon 
gave figns. of returning life, and in a few 
minutes was quite recovered. I was the 
firft objeft that caught her eye, kneeling by 
the couch, and holding her hand in filent 
forrow. — " Kind-hearted Malcolm !" faid 
ihe, obferving my emotion, '* I have only 
been brought hither to diftfefs you — but 
I am better again — a little over fatigue of 
hody and mind this morning, perhaps — 
Louifa is an angel.'* " Do not, dear Lady 
Mary, talk juft yet," faid I, wifliing to keep 
her from the too trying fubje<a. " You muil 
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be quite quiet for a little while. Suffer me to 
return in an hour." ** No," replied flie, " ra- 
ther try to jid me of all the officious care that 
furrounds me; and do you flay — I have 
fpmething to fay to you, which I fliould fed 
uneafy to delay/* Melvile overheard her, 
and inftantly hurrying them-iall out of the 
room, came and whifpered me, for the love 
of God, to take compaffibn of his poor lifter! 
I was wounded to the foul both for her and 
myfelf, fearing (he fhould overhear him : but 
(he was wrapped up in her own thoughts, and 
the inftant he had (hut the room door, (he 
{aid, " Malcolm, I fee that I have acquired 
a hold upon your friend (hip, and.I truft I have 
fome upon your efteem; and this idea fmooths 
my way down the declivity, I am fo rapidly 
defcending. Thefe fainting fits are not, I 
believe, attended with immediate danger; 
but their increafed frequency warns me, that 
the period is not far diftant. I have now 
but one way left, to make amends for the 
trouble and pain I have given you ; and that 
16 by facilitating, as far as in my power liei 
your union with Louifa. Your appointmcnl 
is uncertain, and, at beft, may be diftant. M; 
brother, on his return fron3i India, fettled tei 
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thoufand pounds upon me, wholly at my own 
difpofel : by this paper they become Louifa's, 
the fnftant that I am releafed from my fwf- 
ferings. — She is, as far as I havfe been able 
to judge of her, every way deferving of you ; 
and it enlightens the gloom -of mylaft mo- 
ments, to refledt, that my death will accom- 
p!i(h, what' it has been denied me to devote 
my life to, i^our happinefs.*' 

" I bad made feveral attempts to interrupt 
her; but (he laid her hand upon my mouth, 
and would be heard out. She feemed to 
have worked herfelf tip beyond the reach 
of fublunary feelings. Her eyes, before fo 
Jai^id, had acquired a brilliancy— a fiufli' 
had overfpread her cheeks — (hfe was interefl- 
ingly^ beautiful, beyond what I had ever 
beheld her — (he speared more than human* 
Iftammered out-—** angelic di(interefl:ednefs ! 
--overpowering generofity ! — long ! — long 
may you yet enjoy !"^ — (he interrupted ma 
** Do' not praife me above my deferts, MaK 
colm ; there is nothing for me to enjoy in 
life-^eath aloije can fecure my peace, and 
your happin^fs." Her eyes, again, began 
i^ (wim, and* (he fell |t>ack~I called for 
help— anothejr fainting fit took place. The 



192 LETTERS OF ' 

doftor was now peremptory — (he muft be 
left and kept quiet, or he could not anfwer 
for the confequences ; upon which I immedi- 
ately flipped away, unperceived by Melvile: 
but you will readily believe, Louifa, I was 
not in a ftate to come hither ; and I delayed it 
till I had feen her this morning, that I might 
aflure you from herfelf, and from my own 
obfervation, that (he was better.'* 

Colonel Malcohn might have gone on for 
ever; I was in no (ituation to interrupt him. 
Such a variety of fenfatidns had taken poffef- 
Con of my breaft dyring his recital, added to 
the little agitation I had been thrown into be- 
fore, that I remained with my eyes fixed upon 
him, after he had done (peaking, almbilin 
a (late of ftupefaftion, and wholly unable 
to (bed a tear, or articulate a fyllable, — 

My mother, perceiving that I was choak- 
ing, flew to untie my collar, and loofen my 
corfet ; and, applying (omc^ eau de Cologne to 
my nofe and temples, (be, at length, brought 
me to an hyfterical cry, ^which ended in iny 
being obliged to go *nd lie down. 

So weak — fo fboli(h^ — ^fo every way unlike 
the heroic Lady Mary, is your poor Louifa* 
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16/ A. — ^Lady JMary mends. I wilhed to 
ve gone to her for an hour in the evening, 
it her phyfician would not allow it.^ 
Colonel Malcolm faw her, and ckme hither 
:erwards. They hope to be able to re- 
ove her in two or three days, ^ 

Little Javotte goes on very well — Cathc- 
oeis quite amazed (he is not yet dead, from 
le unaccountable waj's we take with her. 

My mother has, I believe, fpoken to the 
)eati in the way I wiChed — ^we have feen no- 
hing of Lord Grantin thefe two days. 

Colonel Malcolm looks grave — anxious — ^ 
io wonder: his fituation, between Lady 
^lary and me, is at this moment a very 
iwkward one. 



17M. — In confequence of a meflage re- 
ceived this haoming, that Lady Mary Mel- 
'^e wouM be glad to fee me, if J was at 

tfure, I went to her immediately, in an 
Station which you will better conceive, than 
fandefcribe. 

She did not attempt to raife herfelf from 
^ fofa, when I entered, but held out her arms 
awards me, into which I threw myfclf, em- 
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tracing her witl> an emotion, which, I am 
furc, (poke my feelings better, than any thing 
i could have faid. 

-*^ I am mending again, my fweet Mifs 
Riverfdale, in fpite of my prayers and wifties/* 
{^id (he, as foon as (he had a little recovered- 
from the flurry, which my precipitation had, 
|)erhaps, occafioned. 

*• O, my deareft Madam! what words 
cw I find, to do juftice to the iincerity, with 
which I pray, that I may never reap the W 
nefit of your generous intentions towards me 
—long may you be preferved f '* 

" Hu(h ! hufli !'• interrupted flie, layii^ 
, her hand upcm my mouth, " this fubjed will 
not do for either of us. I am perfedly aware, 
that your fentiments are every thing which they 
ought to be, or I could not have wilhed to 
promote your union with Malcolm ; there£[^ 
all that j/cur heart can feel, mine thoroughly 
imderftand&--«]td thew let that reft/' — 

^ But there is fomething,'' continued &e, 
^^ I would fain fay before we part, which my 
concern for your happinefs prompts— ondJ 
am anxicois that we 4Bay Aot be intemipted'' 
—(he paufcd a jiioment. f* The fubjed iJ 
farticularly delicate for a dval, to toucb 
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Upon/', rcfumed fhe ; " but I tnift you can 
have no doubt of my motives." 

" Allow me,- deleft Madam, to inter- ^ 
rupt you in my turn. Can it be poflible, that 
any thing you may have to iky to me fliould 
require either preface or explanation ? Are 
you not every way entitled, to fpeak your 
opinion, and prefcribe what you pleafe ? You 
have done, me the honour to thirf^, that my . 
heart was qualified to hold intercourfc with 
your's— do not fo foon let me down from the 
hci^t you have raifed me toj but think 
aloud to me, without the fmallcft fear of mif- 
conftrudion on my part — what k k, which, 
for my hiq>pinefs, you would wi(h coricAect 
in me?** 

" Cornered in you!— nothing indlfd^ 
my love! youquitemif«ldcrftandme, Itha\ 
&ult in Colonel Malcolm, which I could wi^^ 
concfted ; but as it is too late to expeft that 
from him, I deem It incumbent upon me» 
in confideration of the friendlhip I j^^k^fs. 
to have conceived for you, to point it out to 
your obfervatioQ, , and put you upcm your 
guard againft its oonfe^uencee.** 

I looked fuiprifed ;. but did not fpeak. 

She vm^t onr-^^ Malcolm is^twally* of 

K 2 
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a very jealous difpofition ; I faw ,ftrong 
inftances of* it at the period of our firft 
acquaintance, when he was attached to a 
woman, who had devoted herfelf to difgrace 
for his fake. It occafioned many violent 
fcenes at Nice, and much converfation and 
commiferation for the poor woman. I was 
fully fenfible of the height, to which he carried 
this fault 'y yet it. would not guard my heart 
againft the efFcft of his many virtues. But 
when I refleift upon the difference between 
your age and his, I cannot help fearing this 
may be a fource of more.difquietude,ithan I 
can bear to think it likely there (hpuld fubfift 
between you. I have attended very parti- 
cularly to you upon this head, and your very 
uncoinhxon folidity, and good fenfe give me 
every reafon to hope^^you will conform to any 
facrifices his afFeftion may exad ; at the fame 
time, I think, you ought to beawarie of what 
you are going to encounter, and prepare 
yourfelf, by degrees, for the kind of feclufion, 
In which he will/ perhaps, cxpeft you to live. 
If you love Malcolm, as I have done, you 
will think little of what you may give uf> for 
his ftkej and certain I am, that whaterer 
you make u|^our jnind to, you will be fleady 
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in; but as I fee he is.ftill extremely guarded 
in not betraying any figns of this difpofition 
to you, I thought it material to the future 
happinefs of you .both, that you fliould be ' 
apprifed of it^ before it is too late. And now 
fay, whether this is not a very hazardous tafe 
for a rival to have undertaken ? — :and whether 
I could give you a ftronger proof either of my 
confidence in your opinion' of me, or my 
cfteem for you ?*' - 

*' It is, indeecJi a moft flattering teftimony 
of both, and I trufl: Tlhall have opportu- 
nities of fliowing, that they are not thrown 
away upon an ingrate. I certainly have had 
very little' reafon, thus far, to fy fpeft Colonel 
Malcolm of carrying this difpofition to any 
height ; though I will not deny, that many 
little circumftances, even at this niomeht, 
occur tOL me, which may be attributed to & 
degree of jealoufy. lani very fure, however, 
that I have fuch perfeft efteem and regard for 
Colpnel Majicolm, and fo . ftrohg a fenfe of 
my obligations to him, that I (hall think 
nothing a facrifice, which I fliall find condu- 
cive ,to his happinefs i ai^d, as I (hall never 
have any thing in my heart to conceal from 

K 3 . 
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him, it cannot be Very difficult, to let the 
opennefs of my conduft prove it," 

" This is exaftly what I expefted from 
you," replied the, " and you make me feel 
perfeftly happy in what I have done." 

The remainder of our converfation was 
full of the moft confidential regard on both 
fides, with the addition on mine of the warmeft 
gratitude, and higheft veneration. 

She has been feverely pulled down by this 
Uft attack; but is, I think, recovering again 
feft i and heaven is my witnefs, how ardentfy 
I wifli for the prefervation of her valuable Kfe. 

This account of Malcolm's jealoufy. wouH 
hav« alamjed me more, my dear brother, 
were it not for a refledion, that inftantly fug- 
gefted itfelf, but which I forebore to utter— 
what hold could the unfortunate woman, 
i¥ho bad deviated from her principles, and 
facrificed feev reputation to him, have upon 
his efteem ^ That alone can fecure againft 
jeabufy. She had violated -her duty for his 
iake — ^what was to enfure him againft a repe- 
tition of her infidelity, in cafe her affcftibns 
agaifi changed in favour of another? What 
veafomible founds of confidence had he to go 
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upon ? This fecms to me a. very fufficient 
excufe for his jealous fears* 

I could not^ wirfi any degree of delicacy, 
have pleaded this to Lady Mary, as it might 
have borne the appearance of accufing her of 
an. intention (thefartheft from my thoughts) 
.of wiftiing to make the worlt of him to me, 

i8M. — I repeated to my mother all that 
had paffed in my vifit — (he heartily wiftied 
and hoped Lady Mary might live — fhe agreed 
pcrfeftly in my reafoning in regard to Mai- 
colm^s former jealoufy : but,^ independently of 
that, •* it is not ,*^ Qie faj's, «^ an eftablMK- 
ment (he can look forwand to with fatisfadiibn 
forme, on many accounts :" at the {ame time 
file acknowledges, that, if Lady Mary (hould 
die, the ftep (he has taken binds me ia 
honour to fulfil the purpofe> for which ftie in- 
tended it. \ 

There feems to be a great (hynefs in Mr. 
Melvite to Colonel Malcolm,, and to us alL-^ 
A warm-hearted, afFeftionatc brother, he can 
neither forgive the authors of his fiftcr's fuf-. 
ferings, nor enter into the motives of de- 
licacy, upon which they aft* 
K 4 
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, I ^th — I have juft bad a very extraordinary 
interview with Mr. Melvile. 

My mother was gone out airing with Mrs. 
Freeman ; jlie fent in his name to fne, and 
particularly requefted the favour to fee me. 

I admitted him-p- he had brought me the 
Indian mufic he had talked of. I thanked 
him, and, 'feeing him rather at a lofs what to 
fay, I congratulated him upon Lady Mary's 
amendment, and hoped, that the change of 
air might reftore her to all oi^rwiflies. 

" I fhud nae think, Mefs, your Aviflies 
would be varry finccre upon that" head," 
replied he, rather bluntly. 

" Indeed, fir, you would do me the greatcft 
injuftice, to doubt them.'* 

** Varry like, Mefs, ye may be made 
o* other clay than maift folk, and I varily 
believe, in fome refpecks ye are; I ha* 
travelled and feen aejade deal; and by my 
troth I hanna found mony inftanccs o' 
people's wilhes and their interefts being at 
variance — they mak muckle dinn wi' their 
^cfeentereftednefs ; but whan.it comes to 
the proof, inaift a' em gang the fame gait." 

*• I will not fuppofe, Mr. Melvile^ that 
you came hither with an attention to affront 
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rnqj and therefore I fiiall only &y, -that 
I muft fubmit to the mortification of your 
clajQing nie with ^hat world, you feein to have 
conceivedfo indifferent an opinion of, iintil 
opportunity \s giv^n me to (how, that I am 
not wholly a£tuated by interefted motives/' 

And I felt myfelf look grave and hurt. 

« Weel, Mefs, gin ye are nae, ye need 
nae wi(h a better opportunity nor the prefent, 
to prove it to conveftion.'* • * 

" In what manner,- fir ?** 

" Juft ufe yer poower over Colonel Mai- 
. colm to marry my fifter and fave her life 
i' the place o* keeping him to yerfel, and 
letting her dee, to leave ye her fortin, and 
fecure ye a hufband/.* 

" G6od God!*' exclaimed % fliock'd at 
this laft infinuation — but, certain that I had 
no means of making him fenfiWe of its inde- 
licacy, I contented myfelf with faying drily, 
** Had I the^power of perfuafion over Colonel 
Malcolm, which you, Sir,fuppofe, I (hould not 
have awaited this admonition, tb have urged 
him to renounce his unfortunate partiality 
for me, and devote his life to the endeavour 
of making Lady Mary amends for all, that 
flic has fuffered for his fake.** 
1^5 
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•^ Hoow^s-thk, Mcfsl— doye caw it an 
Wifortunate partiality? and ha* I been mif- 
taken aw this while? and dlnna ye loove 
Malccima^er aw ? — troth ! this gi*s a ^any 
difierent afpecfc to the bufs'nels : but hoow am 
1 to believe ye dinna loor e Malcolm, whan I 
ken right weel, that ye ha refufed a rich bonny 
yoeng nobleman e*en noow for hb fake ?'* 

Is it not wonderful, Henry, how inftanlly 
every thing is known here ? 
. " I know no authority any one can have, 
Mr. Melvile, either to affert the circumftincc, 
or affix the molive.'* 

** Nay, gin ye denie that circumftance, 
Meis, ye invriidate aw the reft o* yer tefti- 
mony : for his Lordfliip tellt it himfel to 
Mrs. Freemt^i. 

I was vexed almoft to tears. " Mr. Mel- 
vile, give me leave to fay, I have not been 
much accuftomed, to being talk'd to and 
doubted in this manner v nor do I feel quite 
obliged to bear with it. However, I am wil- 
ling to keep in mind, that I am (peaking- to 
Lady Mary Melvile*s brother, and as fuch I 
muft alfo feel a wilh lO ftand juftified in your 
opinion. If Lord Grantin has himfelf chofen 
to divulge, what I ftiould have fuppofed bis 
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vanity might have prompted him to wi(h tt> 
conceal, and what in common delicacy it 
certainly did not become me to aathwife the 
report of, I have no more to fay upon the 
fubjeft but this, that, had Colonel Malcolnt 
not exifted, I fhould have afted exaftly hf 
LiOrd Graatin ^s 1 have done^ I value, i 
cftecm— I refpeit Cotonel Malcolm—4Mjt t 
hoipt I have that in my heart,, which wiD ever 
ftibdue all fel^flv confiderations, a ftrong pre- 
dileftion for what I jtidge to be rights and 4i 
confcious pride in aftingup ta it."* 

I fpoke, I believe, with vehemence andv 
animation. He fc^ed overpowered and^ 
confounded. ^ 

•* I beg ten thoofimd pardbna, Mefs, gin^ 
I ha' oflfended^ ye— 'twas nae my intention;, 
and gude.troth I canna fee ony oecafion for't- 
Ijuft wanted to invaftigate the circumffence- 
to the bottom ^ and I fuppofed ye afi:ed[^ 
exackly aws maift others wad ha* done, and did: 
nae imagine that cud be ony great offence ^ 
but, by' my faith, ye fcem fee fi:^eriorto the 
Kft o* ycr fex, ye Icem fae honeiti 'yer pro- 
feffions, and fae free frae loove tuU Malcolm,, 
^hat a thougjit comes e^e'n noow in^to my 
^d, whuch I thenk wad jret bring aw things 
K 6 - 
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right; and I canna felifl macking ye the 
propofition/' 

I fat ia filent expeftatjon, little imagining 
what was coming, but perfeftly fatisfied it 
flood but a fmall chance, of anfwering any 
purpofe. 

He hefitated — ^but at* length, finding me \ 
continue filent, went on — " Sith ye are really i 
fincere in wulhing my filler's refcovery, and j 
iith ye dinna loove Malcolm, and that yc. ; 
alloow it is his expedtation of marrying ye, j 
that gars him refufe marry her — what I hae to j 
propof^ wad juft be, for ye to marry yerfel, and \ 
fae put a natural ftop to the thing at aince/' 
**** And do you really, my good fir,*' fmil- 
ing, " think, that, after what has pafled be- 
tween Lord Gran tin and me, 1 could re* 
trad, and"- 

** Lord Grantin !" interrupted he with 
furprife, " Hoot Mefs, I was nae thinking 
o' Lord Granting awa' I I juft meent to mack 
ye an offer o' myfel." — 

The furprife, as you may believe, was now 
on my fide — I wai confounded — " Yourfelf, 
fir!'* I repeated.— 

" Aye, Mefs, juft myfel — I dinria marvel, 
(that ye ihould )be furprifed at tny coming to 
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fic a fudden detarmihation upo' fae paribus a 
fubjeck: but i' the firft place, I wad riae he- 
fitate at ony thing, that cud bring aboot my 
peur fiftet*s recovery ; and in the naxt, it*s 
nae fae fudden aws ye may fuppofe ; for gin 
I had nae been deterr'd by the idea, that ye 
loov'd Malcolni, and were aw the caufe o' my 
lifter's unhappinefs, I wad varry feun ha been 
tempted, to mack the offer ye ha drawn frae 
me e'en noow : for there's fomething uhka at- 
traking aboot ye — and aws to money matters, 
ye need nae hae the fmaweft confern aboot 
them ; for I ha' gotten plenty; and gin my 
fitter and Malcolm fhu4 dee without bairns, 
her fortin mud naturally revert to fome 6* 
our younger ains/* 

" For heaven's fake, Mr. Melvile f** 
interrupting \him, and extremely provoked^ 
at the manner, in which he was running on, 
" I entreat you, give me leave to fpeak my 
fentiments in return for this very unexpected 
propqfal, which I certainly muft thank you 
for, as you mean me an honour by it.** 

" Hoot awa, Mefe! hoot awaf" inter- 
rupted he eagerly, " it is ye wud be an honour 
to ony iituation : for as to the objeftion of yer 
no bemg nobly born, I think naithipg^ o't. 
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Ye come o* a vany gude gentleman's famllyj 
and I have blud en:i:^ for baith 5 and gin 
my kinsfolk mack any deeficulty, my fifter 
will fatisfee them o' the propriety o* the con- 
nexion i and ye'U be vany wcel received 
among em aw,- t^ck ye my word for*t.'* 

"I beg leave to 'explain myfelf without 
interruption, Mr. Melvile — this is really 
extremely diftrefling.** 

" What for fliud it diftrefs ye, my fweet 
laffie ?•* again interrupted he. " Gee mc 
yer hand upon't aws a thing agreed, and I 
wunna put ye to the blufli o' tailing me ony 
thing mair at prefent: but juft leave it to 
me, to tall my fifterand Lady Riverfdale aw 
aboot it; and aws for Malcolm, we*ll aw lay 
our heeds together, and confult hoow to 
break it tuU him in the baft manner.** 

** You perfeftly mifunderftand me, Mr* 
Melvile, and will not give me time" — — 

At this inftant the door opened,, and m 
came my mother, with Mrs. Freeman and 
Colonel Malcolm ; upon which Mr- Melvile, 
fnatching up his hat, whifpered me as he 
ran paft, " There's nae time like tl\e prefent j 
ril no lo(e a moment, to m&xm my fitter 
o* the happy news.'* 
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" For h^ven^s fake> Mr. Melvile^ ftoj^ 
an inftant,** following bkn. But he was- 
gone without hearing a ward I faid : and ar 
fine imbroglio^ as Lord Grantin would f^y^ 
will he make of it. Was ever any thing 
moreprovokinglydiftreffing? And my niothcr 
too has kept Mrs. Freeman, and Colonel 
Malcolm for the day, fo that I cannot get to 
fpeak to her. 

We ztt going to the play, however, after 
dinner, and that will keep off any farther 
difficulty, till I have an opportunity, at our 
return, of reporting this curious converfa- 
tion to my mother, and requefting her inter- 
^(^rence, to put an end to the matter at once. 



%oth. — Such a piece of bufinefsas this tor* 
menting man has brought upoa me I 

Colonel Malcokn left us as we rofe from 
table, and (aid he would j<»n us at the play» 
- We were fcarcely well feated there, when 
the box-door opened, and in came Mr. Mel- 
vile. He immediately took his feat i>ext to 
me, and, with the utmoft eompofure, began 
an 'enumeration and defcription of all my 
future Scotch relations. 

I was diftant and embarrafled> and made 
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two or three attempts to break int(vhis dif- 
courfe by inquiries after Lady Maiy. 

** She had na been quite fo well/* he faid, 
** for upon communicating his detarminatipn, 
fhe had juft fallen intu aine o' her tantanims 
aboot delicacy and fie like, which he could 
nae fae weel underiland, and fo he could riae 
tell what to fay tuU 't^ for the mail* he tried 
to paicify her, the war fhe was; but he had 
left Malcolm wi her noow, and he hoped 
that would recover her." 

Judge, my dear brother, of what I had 
to expe<ft from this conclufion ; and it was 
impoffible, to enter into any explanation 
there. — I fat in the greateft uneafinefs. 

At length the Colonel* made his "^appear- 
ance, with looks far different, indeed, from 
any I had feien before. I offered him a place 
on the other fide of me; but he kept in the 
back of the box,* filent — fuUen — ^feeming 
neither to fee, nor hear any thing, that was 
going forward ; but his eyes immoveabty 
fixt upon Mr. Melvile and me. 

Colonel Makolm^s entrance, however, put 
a ftop to Mr. Melvile's converfation : as be 
had not yet determined upon the proper 
method of breaking the affair to bim, he was 
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DVt willing to alarm him; it was very evi- 
dent Lady Mary had faved him the trou- 
ble. 

Lord Grantin popped his head into the 
box-—" Can you give me' a place ?'' 

"Yes/' faid Mrs. Freeman. \ • 

And in he came, puftiing himfelf into 
the le^t I had offered to Colonel Malcolm. ■ 

Then turning to me — " We nee4;not 
qitarrely I fuppofe, bella nemica mia^i be- 
caufe we could not agree.?** 

" By no means, my Lord." 

" No refledlion upon me, you know, Mi6 
Rivcrfdale, that you (hould prefer fifty to 
twenty-three," whifpering. 
\ " None in the world, certainly'* — fcarce 
knowing what I faid. 

" Devilifli odd tho', by the by— isn't 

itr 

" Very." 

" Breve qff'aiy in veriti^-'^ 

*' 1 beg your Lordftiip's pardon; I was 
attending to the play/' 

This laft unexpected addition to the com- 
pany feemed to get the better of Colonel 

"» My fair enemy. f Very laconic, indeed. ^ 
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Malcolm altogether — ^he ftood tip, and lean- 
ing forward, addrefled himfelf to me with 
great formality — " Lady Mary Melvile has 
commiflioned me, Mifs Riverfdale, to talk 
over a little matter of bufinefs with you, 
to which I am to carry her an anfwer : can 
I have the honour of a minute's audience 
after the play?" 

Before I could utter the word ^* afluredly," 
my mother, turning quick round, interpofed 
with, " Had not you better give us the 
pleafure of your company to breakfeft to- 
morrow morning, Colonel? We ihali hope 
to prevail upon fome of this company, not to 
let us return home alone after t^c play ; and 
the morning is the beft time, you know, for 
bufinefs : not that I mean to preclude your 
being of the party this evening, if you in- 
cline to do us that favour.^ 

" I (hould be ettremdy forry, Ma^am,- 
to indulge my own inclinations fo much at 
the expenfe of other people," looking at me, 
** as I feel I fliould do in this cafe : I (hall 
therefore beg leave to wifli your Ladylhip 
and Mifs Riverfdale a good night." 

And, fo faying, he left the box, without 
giving me tinae to put in a word : and in- 
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deed I was fo confounded by the whole 
tranfadion, that I fliould have done little 
good, by any thing that could have occurred 
to me to fay. 

My mother look'd at me in aftonifliment. 
I whifpered her, " I could wifti that nobody 
went home with us — I have fomething par* 
ticular to fay to you/* 

She nodded aflent. 

Lord Grantin again whifpered me with an 
air of triumph, " farrebbe forfe gelofof 
quel poverino / lo compatifco con tutto il 
cu0r€^; but, upon my foul, if you are tempted 
to give him catife, Mifs Riv^rfdale, Til nofc 
fuffer him to bully you out of your inclina- 
tions, e di quelfpado illampo^j'* — ^laying his 
hand upon his fword, and looking fierce. 

" For pity's fake, my Lord I don't draw 
the. eyes of the houfe into our box; f muft 
entreat that our converfation may keep clear 
of this fubjedt, or I fhall be under the 
painful neceffity of denying myfelf the honour 
of acknowledging your Lordlhip's acquaint- 
ance/' 

• Is he jealous, perchance ? poor man I I pity hixa 
with all my heart, 
t And the glittering of thb iword.^-Quotcd feoia 
Metaftafio. , 
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•• What's thes, Mefs?'* fays Mr. Melvilc, 
w ho caught a part of the lafl fentence ; " ii^ 
my .Lord faying ony thing improper tuU .ye? 
Hoot oot ! my Lord, what do ye mean? 
this young lady's tinder my prc^aftion, a§ L 
fall anfwer, ril no fuffer ony ain,"— 

" Mr. Melvile, pray, be compofed*'— 
interrupting him*^ there is not the fmalleil 
neceiBty for any interference — I beg. of you, 
gentlemen, to fuffer me to attend to the 

play.*' 

"Gad! thfs is con fpirito^ ;' faid Lord, 
Grantin, laughing;'" per V<imoi\di dio^ 
Mifs Riverfdale, have you enlifted all the 
veterans of Geneva in your fervice? Well, I 
hope they'll not deny me the happinefs of 
hearing . a fong now and then ; *and, for the 
reft, mifido ai numi\y 

No anfwer was made ; and the play foon 
.after ending, my mother looked at her watch, 
and faid, " It bad lafted longer than (he ex- 
peded, and hac}> as ufual, given her the 
head-ach/' 

Mrs, Freeman took the hint, ancj replied, 
*^ In that cafe, the kindeft thing they could 

• With fpirit — alluding to mufical movements. 
t I truft to Heaven. 
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) was to decline all thoughts of fupper ;'• ^nd 
Ivifed Lady Riverfdale to go to bed as foon 

(he got home. 

I, at length,' got the fo much wifhed for 
)portunity of imparting to my mother the 
tiexpeAed ^refult of Mr. Melvile*s morning 
ifit, and- requefted (he would undertake to 
xplain, and piit anend to this difagreeable 
ufinefs for me. 

I thought (he feem'd doubtfulfor a mi- 
ute, whether the fuperiority of Mr. Mel- 
ile's fortune, joined to the chance of bring- 
ig about Colonel Malcolm's marriage with 
-ady Mary, might not entitle the affair to 
ather more confideration, than I feem*d wil- 
^% to give it ; but upon my fuggefting what 
he fullen behaviour of Colonel Malcolm 
bemed to portend, and the very difagreeable 
:onfequences, ^that might be apprehended be- 
ween him and Mr. Melvile, if fome decided 
^ep were not immediately t^ken, (he agreed 
to what I wifhed. . ^ 

21^. — Colonel Malcolm came this m'orn- 
ing— ftiff, (lately, cold, — He fcarcely fpoke 
during breakfaft. 
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My mother left us, to write her letter ta 
Mr. Melvile. 

^* I am ftill fo petrified," began the Colonc^ 
as (he went out of the room, -" with thenewi 
I yefterday heard, Mifs RiverfdalCy that 
fcarce know how to fpeak.'* 

" I can be at no lofs for your meaning,* 
interrupting him, " and am impatient tOj 
undeceive you. Mr. Melvile's own abfiircKtj 
has occafioned the whole miftake. '* 

" Miftake ! — it is an extraordinary miftake 
indeed ! Melvile feemed to have very clearlys 
ftated your own words to bis fiftcr* — He 
ftiould never have thought of propofiiig him^ 
felf„ he told her, had you not begun by 
afluring him, that you wiftied my marriagtf 
with her as much as he could do ^ and de- 
clared, that you efteemed me, but had not a 
fpark of love for me. " 

" Hold, Colonel Malcolm ! I cannot let 
you go on — have the patience only to bear 
an accurate account of what paffed, and you 
will be aware how flight a deviation from the 
€xpreffion is fufficient, to give a different turn 
to the fenfe.'* 

He gravely aflented by. liis filence^ but 
looked incredulous. 



MISS RIVER5DALE. • 215* 

I fairly repeated to him every word — he 
foftened as I went on; but ftiU uneafinefs 
lurked in his mind. ^ And how long, 
Louifa, will you let this miftake fubfift ?'* 
I " My mother is this very inftant clearing 
it up ; the is writing an explanation to Mr. 
I Melvile,\at my defire." * 

" O Louifa, Louifa ! can you forgive me 
for having doubted you?" an^ he dropped 
upon his knee. 

" I do forgive you from my heart, becaufe 
you hiive not yet, known mc long enough, to 
confide in my iSnccrity, and that you tell me 
you have not always had reafon to think 
fevourably of my fex ; but I (hall hope, ta 
make a convert of you in time, and con- 
vince you, that there are women, who may be 
trufted; and in the mean while I (hould 
think, that fuch an example as Lady Mary's 
might induce you, a little to diftruft the ex* 
perience you have had, and at leaft lead you 
to<loubt, whether you may not by chance 
have been thrown into the way of tbofe onlj^ 
who were not exaAly the models to form t 
wife or a daughter upon." I had att^empted 
to raife him in fayii^ this, but he waiil4 
not rife... 
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** No, Loui& ! let me remain in this hunv- 
ble pofture as an atonement for my offence, 
of which you do not yet know the whole 
extent ; but . I will now confefs it all — this 
fribbling Lord alarms me — I am uninformed 
of what has paiTed in regard to him. It is . 
clear he forms pretenfions— I had underftood ' 
they were rejeded; but I laft night again 
obferved an eafy forward confidence in his 
manner to you, which greatly difturbcd 
ftie." 

" Colonel Malcolm, you can never oblige 
me more, than by fairly tellitig me your caufes 
for anxiety. I am perfedly certain I (hall 
ever have it in my power^ with the utjnoft 
fincerity, to remove them ; and when you 
have had a few more opportunities of dif- 
covcring, how entirely incapable I am of de- 
viating from reftitude, either in word or 
deed, I (hall exped,in return, to be treated 
*with that confidence, which I ^ feel myfelf 
entitled to, and thiat you will not let eve^ 
idle appearance raife doabtsand fears in your 
Jbreaft.'* Then i^fifting upon his rifing, I 
jtold huxi ajl that had pafled in regard to Lord 

He jkiffed both . my hands repeatedly, 
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ith great emotion, I believe to conceal liis 
Dnfeioufnefsof the injuftice he had done me. 
LomisL I Louifa ! you ever rile luperior to , 
H doubt— I am alhamed of myfelf ; but love 
ich as mine cannot be -divided of anxiety. 
)«i I deceive myfelf in the inequality of our 
^ ? can I be blind to tlie advantages of 
^outh, rank, fortune, which fome that now 
iirround -you, and many that may come, 
^ve over me ? and muft I not ever tremble 
»t what may happen ? My profpefts uncer- 
tain — Lady'Riverfdale againftme — my whole 
cxiftence Wrapped up in you — oh ! how can 
J hope to know a moment's peace ?" 
" ru tell you how, re^ upon me.'' 
" Rely upon you, Louifa I you are my 
fcle reliance for every earthly happincfs-—? 
but 1 have thus far only judged of your pre- 
ference from your aflenting fmiles to my 
^ated proteftatipns — by your kind looks^— 
ur flattering attentions. You have never 
^t deigned to utter your fentiments, to teJl 
le, that I am not indifferent to you. Might 

tout once be affured of my hold upon youi? 
leftbns, all doubts would be difpelled for 
rer/' 



I 



\ 
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*' Why then, Colonel Malcolm, I folemnly 
affure you, that you are the man I prefer to 
all others, and that I will be yuur's the 
ioftant you arq in a fituation to claim me; 
and it (hall be the iludy of my life^ to make 
you happy.'* 

He caught rtK in his anns — ^^ Angelic 
Louifal now—- now indeed, all dojxbts are at 
^n end, and 1 am the happjeft of men." 

He mad^a thouiand proteftatioos of the 
moft implicit confidence: axul I do flatter 
myfelf, my deareft brqther, that I have 
taken the only method of rcftoring peace 
to his mind, and guarding myfelf ag^oft 
all future fufpicions op his part ; and this 
motive will, li truft^ acquit me of precipi 
tation and imprudence, in thus entering inta 
an engagement, unfanftioned by my motbcTtl 
3^d whith indeed I was, in a great meaftir^ 
hurried into, by the agitation of the mo- 
ment. From* what (he (aid in {peaking d 
Lord Grantin, I have the abfolutc certainty, 
attdi flie will cafily accede to whai (h& &&^ 
my happinefs built upon; and I tbink itii 
45uite impoffible, but that a feir, hooeft^ op^ 
condu^ muft fet jealoufy at defiance. I da 
jiot harbour the fliadow of a doubt» that J 
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fhall ever again fujffer uncafinefs upon that 
head. 

J aiked him whether it could be, that 
Lady Mary had judged of me as hc^ had 
done. ■ " - . 

" No,'* colouring, " I muft jdo her the 
juftice to fay, that (he fecmed perfeflJy coa- 
vinccd her brother was in fbme error > but 
how it had come about, (he could not weU 
UQfavel-*(he y^as much ^itated by what had 
pafled between thjem upon the fubjeft before 
Icame, and had been exceflively (hocked at 
the indelicacy of his propofal, and had been 
endeavouring to convince him, (lie told me^ 
of its extreme impropriety; particulajrjy as 
bearing the appearance of her having, ^per- 
haps, concurred in oflfering fuch an unac- 
countable alternative : but Melvile perfifted . 
. fo obftinately in a(rerting your acceptance^ 
him, and your gratitude for the honour he 
intended you, tepeating, as he declared, your 
own words, that (he could no longer teli what 
to fay to him ; when my entrance put a 
period to the difcufEon. The in(l:aat he 
ieft us, (he imparted it to me, in- the wi(h 
and expeftation, that I could clear up the 
^ft«ry i and it w^ for the purpofe of ob-. 

L 2 
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taining the folution from yourfelf, that I 
hurried after' you to the play, where I found 
it fo impoffible, to obtain a word from you in 
any way/' • 

> I did not, my dear brother, allude to his 
own jefentful, diftant manner, ' which had i 
occafioned the impoffibility; becaufe I would 
not fufFer tnyfelf, to utter anjF thing liken 
reproach,'being perfectly fatisfied, that I had 
, at laft taken the ftep, which would enfure his 
peace, and that nothing of the kind could 
happen ^ain. 

I requefted of him, to go immediately, and 
explain to -Lady Mary the true ftate of the 
cafe 4 as it was too delicate a fubjeft for mc 
to entcTfupon with her, on any account. 

My mother returned with her letter for 
me to read ; it was exadly what I wifhed, 
and it is fent. 

- Colonel Malcolm foon followed it j and 
the inftant we were left, I informed my mo- 
ther, without diiguife, of what had paflcd. 

She lamented the engagement I had fo pre- 
cipitately made, and indeed feemed much 
hurt at it ; agreeing, however, at the fame 
time, that it was the moft probable means 
ic( banilhing all jealoufy and fufpicion frorn 
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Solonel Malcolm^s breaft : but ardently did (he 
with, it could have been done at a lefs expenfe, 
than that of tying myfelf down to fo ob- 
jeftioaable a match. 

I faid, as I had no doubts in my own mind, 
but felt perfectly ,clear, that I flood every 
way bound to Colonel Malcohn, I could fee 
no room for hefitatton in giving him the fa- 
tisfadtion of knowing itj particularly after 
•what Lady Mary had told me; I muft other- 
wife have been kept, as well as himfelf, in' 
conftant mifery by his fears and anxieties. 

*• In Ihort^ there is no help for it now," 
concluded my mother, " and I will endeavour 
to think, that, you have judged right ; but 
I muft regret your having bound yourfelf." 

No letters yet, my deareft brother ! what 
may it mean ? 



22d. — ^r find Madame d'Urtife returned 
from Laufanne yeflerday, but fhe .has not 
yet either come or fent to me, fo that 1 hope 
her diflrefTes have fubfided withQUt my in- 
tervention. 

Little J^votte has recovered fo quickly, 
and fo well, and had fo flight an eruption, that 
^3 
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my mother thinks I may venture ro carry her 
home in two or tliree days, without any 
danger to the reft of the family. Old Simon 
came feveral times at firft to inquire after 
her, but 'has not been lately. 

The following curious anfwet* is juft come 
from Mr. Melviie. 

Geneva y iid June. 
•^ MadatHi 
*• . I acknowledge the favours of your 
" Lady(bip's letter, but I cannot fay it was 
" juft what Mifs Riverfdale had given me 
*V reafoh to expcft i however, I have lived (oo 
^ feng in the world, to be much furprifed 
♦• when ladies change their mind, or indeed 
•* to expe A confiftency from them ; and had 
*• it not been for the fake of my poor fitter, 
" the idea of matrimony would never have 
** entered my hetd* 

** I have the honour to be, 

" your Ladylhip's moft obedient 
** humble fervant, 

^ ** GEORGE MELViLE." 

« Tfie Lady River/dale:' 

An opportunity offers, to difpatch this 
(much too voluminous packet for the com* 
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mon poft) I clofe it at a moment^s warn- 
Ever your own Loirisju 



iftg- 



HENJtT TO LOUISA, 

London J June I'y^"^. 
> Should, my letter from Dover not hane 
Reached my Louifa, which, from the un- 
certain hands I left it in, feem$ doubtful; yob 
will be furprifed at my date j and may have 
been kept in uneafinefs, of whkh it would . 
grieve my foul to have been the caufe,. The 

G 's being unexpeAedly ordered to fail 

with the fummer fleet, inftead of awaiting 
that, of the next feafon, as he had hoped, 
made it neeefl^ry for me to kave Paris at a 
moment's wafniiag, in cafe he Ihould Imve 
chofen to take me with him.— It fuits hi<n 
better, however, to leave me to foHow by 
the autumn (hips ; as this will give me time 
to tranfaft fome bufinefs for him, which his 
hurried departure ofcliges him to ' leave unfi- 
ni(hed. My conftant attendance upon htm 
has obliged itie, contrary to my wifhes and 
feelings, to truft to that hafty fcra^ for 
explaining my filente to my beloved tuotli^i 
andfifter. . ' 

L 4 
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I am aot yet indeed at perfcft leifurc to 
write; but the receipt of your packet, from 
the 7th to the i8th of May, forwarcfcd to me 
by Monfieur P — *s kind attention to my ear- 
ned requcftjwith all the (peed the winds have 
admitted of, but yet late^ 1 fear, for the pur- 
pofe of my letter, mftantly puts th^ pen into 
my hand, that I may ftill prevent, if poffible, 
my Louifa*s forming a conneftion, which, 
according to my perceptions, blafts erery 

jprofpeft of future happinels. 

The details you give mc of Malcolm's 
attachment are perfeftly cbaroAeriftic on bis 
part; and, indeed, tell me no rnore^ than I 
immediately forefaw— -but you, ' my iove> 
will be entangled in ineitricable difficulties, 

^from the very corrednefs of your judgment, 
and reditude of your tnind. No «ian is 

. more deferving of efteem, as a friend, than 
Malcolm ; but no man more decidedly to be 
Ihunned as a lover. — His connections, as my 

. mother truly told you, have all been formed 
with women little calculated ta give him an 
opinion of the fex. Naturally imperious, 

-violent, imprafticable, and from experience 

. rendered fufpicious — he muft make a wife 
miferable; and you can have no means of 
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inveftlgating this part of his charader, till it 
will be too late, to fave ydurfelf from its un- 
happy efFefts. 

He has taken the moft effedual means, to 
make an impreffion on your generous heart, 
by exciting your gratitudei He has raifed 
your opinion of your own attraftions too, 
which, imperceptibly to yourfelf, gives him 
a hold upon your affeftion ; and he prejudices 
your underftanding in his favour by appealing 
to it : for too well do I perceive, that you 
are inclined to think the attachment mutual 
between you and him; but, believe me, your 
inexperience deceives you, your heart is 
duped by your reafon, and you miftake the 
cold, compofed fentiments of gratitude, for 
the tender, refined, and glowing fenfations of 
love. A day muft come, that will convince 
you of the truth of this affertion ; for, truft 
me my fifter, you are not formed of fuch flinty 
materials as thofe, that can hold their even 
courfe throujgh life, impenetrable to mifery, 
becaufe incapable of feeling— rwhofe only 
fenfe .of pleafure is mere abfence of paiu. 
My Louifa's gentle bofom, fo alive to the 
touch of others' joy or woe, can never be 
callous to its own-ra heart fo formed for ten- 
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derncfs will meet with a congenial heart in 
ibme youthful fympathifing breaft — for, with- 
out aiming to be dogmatical, J am tempted . 
to maintain, that love can neither exift nor be 
excited, where there is fuch . a difparity of 
years — when human life jand manners are 
viewed through fuch different mediums. — ^At 
Malcolm's age, independently of all pecu- 
liarity of temper and difpo^tion, 

** No more opinion gilds with varying rays 

" Thofe painted clouds, which beautify our days." 

The enchanting reciprocity of paffion is 
indiffolubly connefted with the pleafing in- 
genuoufnefs, the charming, unfufpefting can- 
dour, the playful and .delicate familiarity 
of youth. Even ' juvenile foibles fweetly 
blend with the gay deluiGons of fancy ; and 
the poet and the philofopher equally aflbciatc 
youth with love. The auftere qualities, that 
call up awe, refpeft, veneration, are of the 
ri^pulfive kind, and muft be banifhed from 
the breaft.— The folenrn caw of the rode or 
raven may be liftened io with gloomy atten- 
tion in winter, from the venerable oak, or 
time-worn fir, but can bcair no comparifan 
with the fen&tkms called up by the ani- 

5 
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fiiating notes of the thrufli, ifluing from the 
fcentcd hawthorn, in th«^ bloom aad youth 
of the year, every objeft aroutid correfponct- 
ing with Nature, when (he * ' 

" Wantons as in her prime, and plays at will 
^« Her vir^A famcics*" 

I {hall go. mad, Louifa. with the very 
thought of your being condemned to ftagnate 
in apathy for the remainder of your days. — 
No ! the exquifite delights of fym'pathifing 
fenfibility muft -be called forth by fomc 
diftinguifhed being, whofe age and fentimentS' 
will put him upon a level with you — ^^whofe 
degance of perfon and manners, and refinedi 
undcrftanding, would make him worthy of 
being entruftjed with my fweet fifter's happi- 
ncfs : and Ihould fuch a one appear after ^ 
your dreary fate was irrevocably decided, , 
think,^ — O' think ! ' what would become^ of 
you. Well do I know your principles Would 
prcferve you from mifcoftdu<fb— but \\'hat 
could fkve you from unhappinefs ?— And a 
man of Maicolmfs high notiohs .of honour . 
^ill be equally jealous* of his wife's mind, as 
of her perfon, '^txt matrimony a bar againft. 
the attacks of gallantry, 1 might allow there> 
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was little danger of your not being able to 
guard againft yourfelf— but, of all fituations, 
that of a bloQming young woman married to 
a jealous old man holds out the greateft 
temptation to artful feducers.. Anticipate but 
ten years, and fee Louifa twenty-feven!— 
Malcolm verging upon threefcore ! recollea 
how we have laughed at poor old Lord L — r— 

hobbling about Madam de J *s affembly 

room, leaning upon his handfome young wife 
— an emblem of the baneful ivy deftroying 
the tender fappling that fupports it ! She, 
attradling amorous glances from every quar- 
ter-^he catching, them, till the ftimulus 
of jealoufy imparted a. malignant brilliancy 
to his languid ftreaming eyes, operating like 
a thief in a candle, which melts the wax and 
increafes the blaze at the fame time. 

But I did not mean to run into tliis non- 
fenfe, my deareft girU I am ferioufly alarmed, 
and wifli ferioufly to renionftrate. For 
heaven*s fake do not proceed another ftep 
without my mother's participation 5 you well 
know her feverity is momentary, but her 
fenfe and her afie£tion permanent* 

I am obliged to conclude without touching 
upon any other parts of youir journals. Lord 
3 
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Gran tin ^ ne vaiU pas I'honneur d'etre 
nommS.*^* He will liotferve as a counterpoife 
to Malcolm certainly. He " ha^feeneach 
court/* &c.^ 

Adieu, my more than fifter — my beft 
loved friend ? — — 

LOUISA TO HENRY. 

GenevUy i^d JunCy 178 — . 
Surprrfed indeed we were with your date, 
my deareft friend — and wretched enough we 
have been in your filence; for, as you rightly 
conjeftured, your letter from Dover has 
never come to hand, and the unrelenting 
winds have, for thefe three weeks, continued 
fteady to the point, moft contrary to the re- 
lief of our anxiety. But it is not my difpo- 
fition, to anticipate misfortune, or to indulge 
fears; and I have, befides, my mother's ex- 

• Is not worthy the honour of being even "men- 
tioned. ^ 

t The vcrfes alluded to are Pope's:— 
*' He faw each court — heard every King declare 
" His I'Oyal fenfe of op'ras and the fair, 
" All claffic learning loft on claflic ground, 
*' And laft turn'd air, the ecEo of a found, 
" The coxcomb fliines now perfcftly well-bredf 
<' With nothing but a folo in his head.'i 
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ampk, to enforce your precept on my mind ; 
** That the denying ourfelves the expreflion 
of aj^rehended evils frequently deadens the 
fenfe of them." We have not therefore tor- 
mented each other with vifionary apprehen- 
fions, and we have now the gre^t fatis- 
fadion pf being rclkved from the anxiety, 
which wanted no afliftance from imagination, 
to be ftrongly felt. 

But how, my dear brother, (hall I be ablc^ 
to remove the uneafinefs^ which I have called 
up in your heart ? or indeed cxpreft; as I 
kt\ it, the grief ocCafioned by your difappro" 
bation c^ a connedion, from which, you will 
ere this have learnt, it is no logger in my 
power to recede ? Accuflx>med as I have ever 
been, to give your opiixion the preference ta 
my own; I feel a vefy new and uneafy fenfa- 
tion» in having aded contrary to it. There 
was fo much ofpleafantryisg^our former letter^ 
that you nstiMLhave perceiycc^by my anfwer,. 
I 4i^^t fake it in the ftrong light of de- 
nouncij|g calamity from the event, as this 
does — ^arid what is now left me, but to en^ 
deavour to dilpel the impending gloom,, 
which my Henry's affedtionate concern for 
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me feern* to have, fpread over my futui^ 
prolpeAs ?-^ 

In the firfi place, you rather exaggerate the 
difproportiondf age — I cannot admit,that fifty- 
five is verging Upon thrte-f core. In the next, 

I truft Colonel Malcolm's heart is as different- 

» 

ly formed from Lord L-^-'s, as mine is from 
his Lady's, You exert all your weapons of ar* 
gument and ridicule againft my poor friend, 
and who c^n handle either more dexteroufly 
than yourfelf ? Yet I contend, they are not un* 
anfwerable — deem me hot prefumptuous in 
the attempt. You know, " the die is caft ;** 
and I wifti, if poffible, to (atisfy youl that your 
fears for the confequences are j^roundlefs. 

The alluring colours, in which you paint 
juvenile paffion, would beautifully ornament 
the page of a novel; but I cannot think them 
adapted to the fober tenor of rational life. 
I have ever underftood, that real and lafting 
happinef^ can only take place as the paffions 
fubfidc : then why call theni forth at all ? 

My ideas of love have originated more with 
the poets than the novelifls ; and every 
where do I find it' defcribed as a tur- 
bulent, alamung paffion. I think, Henry, I 
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4vould not be what they call in fow~nc>, not 
for any bribe this world could offer me. 
What could make amends for the ileep- 
lefs nights, the anxious days, the fighs, the 
tears, and all the long train of foul-rending 
diftreffes, that attend upon the gentle paffion^ 
as they are pleafed to term.it, when they 
have defcribed every ungentle fehfation^ that 
can rack the bofom ? 

To go no- farther than yourfelf, my beft 
friend, what have I not feen you fuffer from 
the bare apprehenfioh, that you were going to 
be in love ? for you know, that you never would 
confefs, that you aftually were fo, with Ma- 
dame de Sainval — no— you were heroic and 
fled, — But ftillj Henry, your deep fetched 
fighs — ^your dejefted looks — ^your painflil 
efforts, to take yourfelf away to vifit the lake 
of Liicerny and the little enjoyment you 
found in its beauties^, which would otherwife 
fo much have delighted you — the melancholy 
flrainof your letters, your pallid countenance at 
your returny all evinced the ftruggles of your 
mind ; and to this moment do you not Ihrink 
from whatever can recal your fufferings ? 

You have frequently taxed me with being 
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.an uiifeir reafoner, becaufe I always "fended 
by making my ' arguments perfonal; and yon 
will recur to the fame plea, I imagine, now» 
But how can I help myiclf ? What l?etter 
grounds have I to go upon, than comparing 
what I read, with what Ifee? and in fome^ 
iiiftances,.thoi:^h not, thankyto.my ftars, in 
tHis, v^'Uh what I feel ? 

I have fomewhere read, " That the ex- 
perience of others is a mirror, which only 
repcts objeds j but our (7r^;rrcalife8 them.^' 
Now, heaven forbid, that I (hould ever 
realife the mifchiefs of. love by my own Ex- 
perience-— therefore I muft draw my con- 
clufiqns from you^ and fome others, againft 
yourfelf, and boldly aflert, that fettled and 
folid happinefs (hould not be built upon fuch 
an unftable foundation. 

But efteem -SiA^in^ from a thorough in- 
veftigation of a man's heart and charader — 
a high opinion of his underftanding, joined 
tt a grateful ^fFedionate fenfe of obligation 
for being fnade the choice of his mind, and 
not of his eye — together with a competent 
preference of his perfon and manners: — 
thefe are tie grounds of the fort of attach- 
mentj that offers the faireli profped of r^- 
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tional enjoyment ; and which can alone fecurc ' 
iblid, lading happinefs. 

And this b exaftly what I feel for Malcolm 
—I will not fay, that to have ten or a dozen 
years ftruck off his age might not be defira- 
ble, becaufe that would afford us a better 
chance of |;oing through life together ; the 
improbability of which is the only piiinful ' 
reflcAion, that ever arifes in my mind, from 
the difparity of our years : but fomething to 
except againft, you know, there muft be 
in every profpcft. 

The defcription you give of the man, you 
cotild wifh me to fix upon, is perfeftly unex- 
ceptionable ; but where is he ? If you ant 
right in afferting, that my heart is deftined to 
. be differently affcfted from what it now i$> 
are you fure, that, formed of fuch combufti- 
ble materials as you choofc to prefuppofe it^ 
it would be fikely to (lay for the very man 
you have Sketched out ? Does the fort of love 
you defcribe generally originate in reafon f I 
fbould think not s but rather apprehend it to 
vbc of that ungovernable, headlong nature^ 
.which furrenders the heart, before the judg- 
ment is even apprifed of its danger ; and there- 
fore, if my mind were fo alarmingly fufceptiblfe 
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of the tender paffion, I (hould h6 in greater 
hazard of my heart's duping my rcafon at 
fome future period, than of my reafon's now 
dupir^ my heart, as you apprehend; and I 
think, that would.be the word fcrape of the 
two. • ' . 

I am now I'eafoning upon your own 

premifesy my dear brdther^ to which I, how- 

. ever, by no means fubfcribe ; and, with your 

leave, I will here (late my opinion of myfelf, 

in contradiftinftion to yours of me. 

I acknowledge, (and I fhould think the 
worfe of myfcif if I had it not to fay) that I 
do feel' deeply and acutely upon many occa* 
fions — no one, perhaps, can carry the fcnti- 
mcnts and feelings of friendftiip. to a greater 
height, than I do: . but of love ^X fir fi fight 
I have no (pinion at all, and I am even 
^ tempted, to deny its exiftence in reaL lift. 
Now if ypu will agree' with me fo far, I will 
go on to fay, that, if there is no danger of it 
^t firft fight, 4;here can be little fear of it at 
all, in a well regulated female mind ; becaufe 
the inffant a. woman becomes aware of its 
approaches, what can be lb eafy, as to call in 
the affiftance of reafon, honour, principle ?— 
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and if all thefe cannot defend the Heart agaii^ 
the undefirable intruder, they arc given tK 
to a poor purpofe indeed ! 

Recoiled what your favourite Montaigne, 
whom you.ufed to take fo much delight ia 
reading to me, fays upon the fubjeft of love 
and friendfbip : ** Cos det/x fentimens font, 
.bien entris chez mat eft connoij/ance Fu9t 
' de t* autre J mais en eomparaifon jamais V 
.and very cavalierly he treats yourboafted 
love* Now, whether I have formed my bu- 
nion upon his, or <?n whof^ver opinion I may 
have formed it>. I certainly do feci, that you 
.may make yourfclf perfcdlly eafy, my dear 
brother, ^s to any influence that tremendous 
>paflion will have over my future fate; for be 
aflured, that my regard. for Colonel Malcolm 
is fuch, as will erifure me from all danger of a 
more unquiet intruder : and from the mo- 
ment that I (hall have fatisfied him, that aU 
my thoughts and wi(hes are bound up in his 
eafe and comfort, and that, as they are my 
firft objects,, no facrifice will appear to me a 

* My mind has admitted thefe two fcntiments at 
the fame moment, but never confidered them as enter- 
ing into competition^ with each other. 
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liardfhip, that can fecure them, I fhall be 
certain, that jealoufy on his part will never 
again, for a moment, obtrude itfelf upon my 
peace : perfeft efteem and confidence muft 
of neceffity deftroy the very poflibility of its 
cxiftence, and my felicity will be permanent. 
You are already aware, that, before your 
kind admonition reached me, I had; taken 
the beft opportunity I could find of impart- 
ing to my mother, what I had fuffered fo 
much uneafmefs in witholding from her; 
and the details that go with this will alfa 
fcow you, how events precluded the effefts 
of her interference. 

O that I were as fure of every good I 
wifli my. beloved brother, as that his fore- 
bodings are unfounded in i*egard to me !-— and 
I (hould be happy enough. 



TH5 JOURNAL CONTINUED. 

24/A June. — I am extremely pleafed with a 
Hew acquaintance we have ju ft made, my dear 
brother. It is Lady Belfont. — She has brougkt 
my mother abetter from the Dowager Coun- 
tefs of Dariy, who calls her her adopted 
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daughter, and recommends her to Lady Ri- 
verfdale's frkmily attentions in the warmeft 
and ftrongeft terms* 

I hardly recoiled: having been fo much 
ftruck with the firft appearance of any one, 
except the Marchionefs de Sainval, whom 
you too well remember, Henry* 

L^dy Belfont, however, is neither fo young,: 
nor quite fo fprightly — but I perceive, that I 
am beginning the defoription of her by what .: 
{he knot; and (he reaUy is entitled to fome- 
thing more than negative commendation.— 
Lady Belfont, then, -though paft the prime 
of her beauty, is Hill extremely handfomc, 
with a dignified fweetnefs of countenance 
* and addrefs, that gives ine the idea of what 
a fovereign princefs fhould be. She has 
been much abroad, and has acquired that 
eafe and franknefs of manners, which relieve 
one from all the embarraffment of new ac- 
quaintance y at the fame time that it is per- 
fcftly free from the boifterous forwardneft of her 
companion, Lady Barbara Brackley, niece to 
Lord Belfont ; who, with as much beauty 
aer Lady Belfont, and perhaps more brilliant 
parts, is a caricature of foreigp manners. I 
felt as much-afraid of her, as charmed with 
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licr aunt, whofe every word evinced fenfc 
and judgment^ foftened by mildnefs and 
good-humour. ' , 

1 was flattered in the higheft degree by the 
very diftinguiftied notice Lady Belfont took 
of me. — She laid things fo greatly above my 
deferts, that I know not how to repeat them 
€ven to you: ^nor indeed (hould I have 
kaown how to bear tiiem at the, moment, 
but they fo evidently .feemed to flow from' 
her kind heart, and to refult from an inffian- 
taneoufty conceived partiality in n^y favour, 
that they precluded the humiliating fenfa- 
tion, which very civil things faid to my face^ 
have ever called up in me. . It is thfe only 
iuftance I can recoiled of my not confider- 
Ing them as an impeachment upon my un- 
derftanding,— •• 

I fee you finile here, Hcnry^and exclaim, 
^' ah ! vous nCen.direz tant^r 1 perfedly 

* The Due de la Rochefoucault afferted, that female 
virtue, like men's honefty, always had its price, if 
<*« could but difcover it. The queen attacked 
Urn upon this opinion, and deMed the ^ofition, af- 
^^^niing,. that no bribe could be named> that would 
induce her to part with her's. He went on accumula- 
^ aU po£hle ofiers, tUl fhe^ at length, exclaimed^ 
*^ ' imus mUn direK tant / 
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•take your arch infinuation, but I deny tk 
applicatiotir in this in^lance at lead, and' 
contend, that fuch a bribe ought not^ to be 
rcfifted^ for, however the mind may be fteeled 
againft flattery in general, it would be abfo- 
'lut€ want of feeling, to be infenfible to the 
praifes of the praife- worthy; and in .truth, 
though gratified in the extreme, I do not 
feel yain of her fo warmly exprefled praifes, 
whidi, however, more than once called up ^ 
mybluflies. 

Lady Barbara chdlenged jtheni With all 
the familiarity of an old acquaintance, and an 
indelicTacy, which feems to fl)e peculiarly her 
own. " Lord ! how Mifs Riverfdale hangs 
out her Englifli colours ftill !*' cried (hcj 
** one would have thought a feven years 
refidence at Geneva might have worn off a 
little of that mauvaifs honte we are fo juftly 
accufed of": I (hould be Ihocked to death, 
to have fo much of the goit du terroir^ 
hanging about me.^* 

Lady Belfont, feeing me blu(h ftill deeper 
at this unexpeded aflault, kindly took niy 
hand, faying, *' you need not fhrink from 

• Taftc of the foil; an expreffion ufcd in fpcaking 
of wines. 
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Ady Barbara's attacks^ Mifs Riverfdale, 
?hile they turn fo much to youir advantage : 
hey equally improve your beauty, and 
;vince your forbearance. It is eafy to judge, 
hat you could be at no lofs for a reply, if 
pou were as ready to give way to the firft 
tiling that occurs asi (he is." 

" V^ell, but if the firft thing that occurs . 
b good," replied fhe, " why (h6uld it be 
kept in, pray ?'* 

" Only fo long, perhaps,*' faid my mo- 
jAcr,' "as juft to turn in one's mind how 
&r it niay be proper to utter it, or no.'* 

" Heavdis!'' exclaLrtied Ladj^ Barbara, 
I** an inftant's hefitation would deftroy all the 
;merit of the 1 bought.^ — It is the improvifo 
'of converfation, that conftittftes all its brilli- 
ancy. If I were to begin co^dering over 
the propriety of what I had {o fay, fifty to 
one whether ever I (hould utter it at all.'*' 

Lady Belfont interrupted her, laughing, 
" That's an acknowledgement I believe you, 
id not quitd^ intend to mike, Barbara ! but I 
lould give you 'more credit for one fuch 
ftance of diftretion than for 'half a fcore 
itticifms." ' (^ ' -• 

"P(h^! han^ difcretion. — I certainly 
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did not intend to put in^ any cl^m to It: 
what I meant was, that the opportunity of 
utterance would be loft, and the credit of mjf 
wit along with it/' 

** Some writers^" replied my mother, 
^^ have contended, that wit was too dangerom 
a weapon for female hands In generaL " 

Lady Barbara interrupted her,-—** I kqow 

what your Ladyfliip alludes to j 

' For wit like wine intoxicated the brain^"" 
^ Tooftrong for feeble woman toiuftain.' 

" Lady Belfont has worn that quotafioii 
thread^bare in honour of me, ^ pure f€tlt\ 
l^pwever, I muft acknowledge thus fisu-, the 
poet only proves to me, that, like all the relt 
of his fex who form pretenfions to leariiiug 
or.parts, he is jealous of female competition 
had he carried his obfcrvation to wit in gene- 
ral, 1 might have been more inclined to give 
hini credit for it, and fee the confequcflce 
of refleftion. — Here's Mifs Riverfdak's tit 
(bothered in the birth— ^now, if fce would 
have blurted out whatever came dppermoft, 
like me, and met me fairly in the fieW, wc 
(hould have (hown you forae rare ^rt. 

** But, with fucli a certainty of beingioilcd, 

my vanity may perhaps have as much Ihare 

"%% refledlioninleepingme iilent," fcid h 
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She weftt to the harpfichord. — " Is this 
a Kirkman, or a Stodhart ?'* - and, without* 
waiting for an anfwcr, fat ^own^ahd played a 
IdTofl with great brilliancy of execution* 

Lady Belfont defired her to fing, which 
fce <Jid in a very great ftylej Ihe feems 
to be a perfeft niiftrefs of mufic, with a very 
powerful voicei but neither fweetnefs nor 
ci5)reffion. " I hate thofe grand piano« 
fortes,'* (aid (he, when (he had done ; *^ they 
have no brilliancy ut all : a harp(ichord fets 
off both the finger and voice to muqh greater 
advantage.'* ^ * 

** They arc more favourable to execution ; 
and, perhaps, the fweet tone oi the piano* 
fortcxomes too fiear the voice, to give it any 
eflfea from contraft," I replied ; '* but furely 
the fu{)erior expreffion gives it an undeniable 
preference." , ' 

** Exprefli<)n !*' repeated (he, with a fneer, 
** ah. Lord ! true ! I CQuld have fwom from 
tliofe pretty bluflies, that expre(fion was your 
f(n^ in mufic. I imagine, Mifs Riverfdale, 
you (ing nothing but cantabiles^ and andante 
fofienuH)s.^ 

* Mufical expreffions for ffow pathetic mOTcments. 
M 2 
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I acknowledged, that I preferred pathetic 
mufie in general ; but her ladyfhip was very 
well qualified to make converts upon that 
head, for I had never hc^rd bravura fung in 
iiiXCh perfection. 

Lady Bclfont requeftcdy that I would give 
the company an opportunity of judging be- 
tween us. I inftantly fet down ; and, though 
a good deal abalhed at the notion of the 
competition, fung bette^r than fear ufually lets 
me do, when I ling before ftrangers for the 
firft time. Encouraged by the encomiums 
Lady Belfont bellowed upon me, I turned 
to my favourite, Dove/ei amato bene ? which 
Ihe had not heard fince (he left EpglanxJ, Ac 
iaid ', and it drew tefars from her, to the great 
entertainment of Lady Barbara, who could 
not conceive, how I could throw away my 
charming voice upon old fufty Handel : any 
kind of church mufic was more bearable than 
that. She had heard motets^ at the Concert 
Spirituel at Paris, that were a thoufend times 
preferable ; could I fing any of them ? or ra- 
ther, had I not fome Englilh hymns? (he 
- thought thofe would fuit her aunt's tafte to 
perfedlion. 

Lady Belfont, turning to me with a; fmile. 



iaid, *^ Don t take Lady Barbara: upon iier 
own teftimony, Mifs Rlverfdale. — She has a 
particular fancy- for making the worft of her- 
felf ; but flie: will atone for her faucinefs by 
fome good qualities, when you come to know 
more of her: (he is a great deal better than 
flie choofes to appear/* 

" Yes, that^s the difference between Lady 
M&nit and me, Mifs Riverfdale,^ retorted 
Lady Barbara playfully: " but I proteft,'* 
continued (he, " I am fo little aceuftomed 
to commendation, that, with however fpar- 
ing a hand her Lady(hip has dealt it out to 
me, I felt in danger of that fuffufion, which 
I am fo much upon my guard, in -general, 
againft giving way to, fince my favoiirite 
author has fo juftly fligmatifed it as a * fpu- 
rious virtue */ 

" Take care, Barbara V replied Lady BeU 
font, " that your favourite, as you are pleafeid 
to call him, did not mean merely to la(h the 
artificial modefly of a maid of /aw, in that 



That fpurious virtue in a maid ; 

A virtue but at fecond hand, * 

They blufh becaufe they underftand. swipt^ 

M3 ._. ^ 
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ftrokc. He who, but a line or 'two before, 

commeods 

■ ■ * The decency of mind> 

So lovely in the female kind/ • ' 

could hardly intend to fatirize that artlefs 
blufh, which muft ever betray the alarm of 
an innocent ' mind at any idea inconfiftent 
with its own purity.** 

" Nay, if you invalidate the poet's autho- 
rity, I'll refer you to the philofopher, and caH 
to your Ijldylhip's recolledlion, how fatis- 
fa<9[orily Do<5lor Hawkefworth proves female 
modcfty to be a faftitious, not a natural virtue. 
rU lay my life Mifs Riverfdale has never 
read that j but TU fend you the book to- 
morrow morning with the leaf doubled down." 

L.ady Belfont interrupted my reply by 
faying, " Upon my word, Barbara, if you go 
on at this rate, you will defeat all my hopes 
of being indulged in cultivating the intimacy 
in this houfe, which I hac^ flattered myfeif 
Lady Darly*s introduAion would have given 
me a claim to. Lady Riverfdale will fear 
to let her daughter affociate with you." 

** "Excufe me,'* rfeplied my mother, " I 
have no fears for Louifa : I have endeavoured 
to fleel her mind againft the dangers of ex- 



\ 
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ampte, and' impVefs it with fucb a thorough 
knowledge of herfelf, a,s wUJ make her pei^^ 
feftly aware, how liule what may comniand 
admiration in Lady Barbara, would be tole- 
rated in her/^ 

" I (hail truft to Mifs Riverfdaltfs fwcetv 
nefs, then, fpr fofteniog the afpcrities of Lady 
Bwb4ra*s wit,*' faid Lady Belfont. 

" I humbly thank your Lady (hip,** re* 
turned (he ; " but I wqu14 not be mild, and 
ftntimental, and foft, for the univerfe ; I 
Ihould lofe all my empire over the mexv 
«ttm«diaiely^— No, no; 

* From grave to gay,,ftoiii lively to fevere:'-» . 

T3iat*3 your only plan . You*ll never do any 
thing in the, world with them, chikJ/^ turn** 
HJg to me, "if you do not keep themr in 
awe: and aftually the chief thing, that yon 
^pear to me to want, is a little of •that anl- 
niation and vivacity, whiqh they always bow 
to, hawever they may affeft to reprobate it. 
Take my word foft, Mifs Riverfdale, it WiK^ 
always, anfwer, * to fpread the law of love by 
fear/ Lord ! I feel myfelf born to command 
' ten thoufand flaves.'' 
M 4 
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" But if ever your ladyftiip (hould be re- 
duced to the mortifying neceflity of making 
oiie of thefe (laves your mailer !-^how then ?'* 

** My matter ! al), gad, what an idea ' I 
declare, my dear, one would think you were 
but juft fledged, and had t^nly tried your 
wings out of yo\ir nurfery window, direding 
your flight by the rules of your Bible and 
Common Prayer-book. Heavens! courd it 
ever cortie into my head, to take a hufband 
by way of giving him authority over me? 
No, no I whenever I feleft that happy mor- 
tal from among his fellow fufferprs, he will 
be raifed to the honour of becoming my 
firft flave j that's all." 
-• Lady Belfont looked vexeki at her levityi 
and broke up the converfation by riling |o gd 

Grievous ! is it pot, Henry^ that this 
charming wom^n (hould be encumbered with 
fuch a oompound of levity and aflfeftation, as 
Lady Barbara appeared to be ? For, as to 
the merit Lady Belfont was willing to afcribe 
to her, it is well for herfclf if (he has it : but, 
as the world in general can only judge from 
appearai^ce, I (hould imagine (he would not 
readily find indulgence for- her impertinence, 
in cohGdcration of tlie qualities (he may be 
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poflfefled of : at leaft, judging for my felf, I 
feel littleinclinatioa to contract an intimacy 
with her, and look upon her quite in* the 
light of, a drawback upon the pleafure I er- 
peft iti cukivating Lady vBelfont's acquaint- 
ance. 

Colonel Malcolm is perfectly outrageous 
at her. The Dean fees no harm in her at all. 
— " A good deal of lively, fprightly wit, I 
think,, and vaftly handfome-^a thoufand 
tiaies better than Madame Thingumby,** he 
obferved, "who is /all rattle and flafh, and i 
nothing in her/*' 

*** There. may be too much in Lady Bar- 
bara/r replied the GoloncLi. 

He and the Dean were playing at ombi?e 
withiMidime de S-r-- — during the whole 
of this vifit.:. Every one agreed in admiration 
of Lady Belfontu . 

Lord Belfont tis to meet them here. Hei 
has been fomcftime envoy at the court < of 
Turing an^. is. now gone upon, a fecrct mif-. - 
fion... 



2>^th: — ^This morning I waS' rather later in ^ 
rUlng than ufual, from finding myfclf flightly; 
M.5 ^ 
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indifpofedi when who (hould appear at my 
bedfide, before I was up, but JLady Barbara ? 

** They had a mind to have refufed me 
admittance, becaufe youwere not up," cried 
{he, " for i believe all your fervants have got 
their Englilh ruft upon them as well as yOur- 
felf, my dear; but I thought myfelf fure yoti 
had too much fenfc, to carry your prudery fo 
far as not to admit vifitors to your bedfide, 
and fo r was determined I would come in, 
and fee whether you were sX home or no : and 
if Lhad not found you, I fliould have left a 
note; for lam very impatient to improve 
our acquaintance, and want to be informed 
of a thoufand .particulars about all the peo- 
ple, that are here at Geneva."^ — 

" It is probably to this thirft for knoi^- 
ledge, then, that I am indebted for the ho- 
nour of this early vifit," fmiling; " I (hould 
not otherwife fufped y'our Ladylhip of being 
fuch an early rifer.'* 

" Why, you are not far out in that half- 
fneer of yours, which by the way becomes 
you a thoufand times better than that pretty 
little demure look, with^which you won Lady 
Belfont'$ heart Jaft night: for the truth i§, 
that I have a moft laudable Chare of cuno- 
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Uty, joined to a quantum fufficit of indokiKje^ 
which I look upon to be the happleft ingre- 
dients, that a female compofition can be 
made up of: for you fee my ciiribfity gives 
aAivity to my mind, and my indolence pre- 
vents me from making an improper, ufe of 
the information I obtain." 

" I agree with your Ladyship, that it is 
extremely neceffary there fhould be a coun- 
terading power, to avert, the mifchjef that 
curiofity may do:, but, if it were confined 
to the acquifition of ufeful hmnvledgCy I 
(hould think it mfght dilpenfc with indp^ 
lence for its attendant/'^ 

" Lord, how moral and inftruftive f but 
you forget we are by ourfelves, my dear, arid 
that I intend we fhould. be very intimate— 
fo you may' as well referve all thefe fenti- 
mentals for my aunt and your rhother, anc^ 
let us talk 6p?n- heart edly, as if we were ol^ 
friends/* ' '■ , 

" And do you really fnppofe, Lady Bar- 
bara, that I afFe<£l thefe fentimentals,. as yott 
call them ?** 

♦♦ Moft afluredfy I do. WiH you pretend 
to deny, that you adjuft your fentiments to 

ML 6 
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the letting off of your mind, with the fame 
care that you adjuft your cap to your face ?" 

" I certainly do deny it/* 

** And who upon earth do you expeft will 
believe you, my dear ? not I,, for one.— It 
may perchance, once in an age, go dowi) with 
fomc defperate inamorato, wha takes every 
word that drops from bis-goddefs to be gofpcl 
— ^and really it is aot ijl adapted to the caft 
of your features: but we free mafons all 
kitow one another; and, if we are honeft, 
muft every one of us fubfcribc to the tmth 
of that provoking Kttk wafp'^ aflertion i that 

* Every woman is at heart a rake*^* 

You fee,. I fet you^, an example of franknefsy 
and put myfelf into your power : for you may 
be very fure,. I would not acknowledge as 
much to the men.'* . 

" But if I' were t&e hypocrite your Lady- 
Ihip takes me to be, where would be your 
fecurity ?- I (hould, of courfe,^. betray your 
way of thinkjngy.to heighten, my own in the 
comparifon.** 

" O!. but I don't accul^ ysou of a wil*^ 
lingnefs to do me mifchief-T-onljf a defirc of 
doing yourfclf goodi. At any rate,.hQwever> 
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^whethdr hypocrite or no, you moft cfertainly 
are an intolerable prude ; and (0 I do not 
think we flhall tnuch aj^ce : but, for all that, 
' I expeft you to tell me who is wbo^ and Co 
forth." 

^ Wliy then, at the rifle of being accufed 
of affeftation again, I muft fay you could 
hardly apply to any one lefs qualified tham 
myfelf, io impart the informatioiT you wifh^ 
foe. Truth compels me to acknowledge, tfiat 
I have no curiofity whatever for the bufincis 
of other people, unlds where it interferes with 



mine/* 



"• Lord !^ how afbbminabiy felfifh ! but 
dbn't you know, * true felf love atid fociafl 
^e the fame.' Now^ my curibfif y connedl^ 
me with, and* intenefts me- for, the whole 

^^'^ A^wiSfer ftretch oniberaKty thaa I can 
prettnd'-tb, Tconfefe," fmiling. 

*• ' A'nd-'fo you'll pretend, that yoti can give 
im no dcGCiint whatever of Lord Grantin ?" 

* *^ Indeed Ldo not pretend any fiich thiirg ; 
for I can give a better.account of Lord Gran- 
tin than of moft people. 
, " Q, ym. can !^-weli, then,, let. me hear 
about Lord Grantin 1*^ 

5 
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" Lord Grantin is fon to the Marquis ^ 
'Egmorc — '* 

" Avocat! pqfons au deluge ^P* — inter- 
ruptiiig me* " Save yourfelf the trouble, 
my dear Mifs Riverfdale, of recording his 
birth, parentage, and education. I have all 
thefe by heart already — fo proceed.*' 

«* To what, then, pray?'* 

" Lord! to what?' Why to what he is 
doing here. Who he is in love with, and fo 
forth — thefe are the topics I wiQi for infbr* 
mationupon.** 

" I cannot exaftly take upon me to fay 
what he may do befides y but I fufpCiSt his 
chief occupation to be playing upon the vi- 
oloncello, and I believe the firft objeA of 
his attachment to i)c himfelf.*^ 

•' Ha ! ha ! ha ! exceffively good, upoo 
my honour ! /could not have given a better 
turn to it. You can*t conceive hp^ agree- 
able you arc, when you Jet yourfelf be aattrral. 
Come now, go one ftep farther into honefty^ 
and tell me — ^who comes next to hknfeif ?'* 

• Take it up at the Flood.— An allafion to Rackt*! 
Plaideurs, where a Jadge thas addrdTes a pleader, who, 
in fomc trifling canfe, begins his pleading«^* before 
the creation of the world l** 
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" But is it fair, that I am to be qucftioned 
in this manner, without being allowed to 
queftion in my turn ? Pray, why (hould your 
LadyQiip feleft Lord Grantin for the objed of 
your curiofity, in preference to all others ?'* 

" rU tell you why — ^and my honefty (hall 
put.your*sto the blulh, fince that's your pe- 
culiar grace, you know. Why, becaufe I 
think him very handfome, and very fafhion- 
able — and becaufe I know him to be rich, 
and of high birth — and becaufe he is youngs 
and he is fingle— would you wiJh for any 
more reafons ?" 

" No, indeed! thefe fpeak for themfelves^ 
and call upon my honefty in return to fay, 
that laft week, 1 believe, I might be that 
Second object s but that, this week, I take 
him to be wholly at liberty, to devote. him- 
felf to whoever may wifli to captivate his 
attention.*' 

*• Ah ! je refpire /'* exclaimed ftjc j ** you^ 
mean, that you give up all pretentions to 
hiqi?"— 

" Moft entirely— and I (hould have a very 
particular fatisfaftion in feeing him wear your 
Lady(hip's chains, if you think him worthy 
jof that honour." 
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•* Worthy ! good Heavens!- what could 
any woman wifti for better ?'^ 

" A little more fenfe^ perhaps.*'' 

** Senfe! Lord T have I not enough for 
both?' rihoirid deteft a man of fenfe abovt 
all things — they pretend to be fo wife, — ^and 
are To dogmatical, and fo pragmatical — and 
iirefs fo hideoufly. — No, no, child ! I oulf 
^ifli him, to have juft fenfe enough to dtf- 
cover mine s nnd thha we -{bay do extremely 
well/^ 

"And; pray, . where did you ' fee Lord 
Grantin ?" 

*^ At Mrs. Freeman's laft' nighty after wc^ 
went from your and -he immediately dcfired^ , 
to be introduced to me, and we had a very 
agreeable flirtation ;. but he- taHced fo rap- 
turoufly of yourfmging, that I took it into 
my head,. he had devoted himfeif to your 
fervice— and fo I wanted to be fatisfied about 
it, that was all — ^and now you have been a 
very- good giri, and. redeemed- your credk a. 
little with me, T dont know but what wc 
may fuit better, than I was inclined to think: 
and.fo now I fhall go honie, that I may be 
ia-thc way before Lady Bdfont rifes, and 
efcape the thQufand inquiries about where 
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I have been ? and what dbout ?— ^d fo 
forth/' ': . . . ,: 

** And do you then wiih,. to conceal yoM 
vifit tome?" . : ;. . , -, : 

, " Not my vifit to you in particular ^ but 
I hate to be catechifed, like Mifs Biddy from 
the boarding-fchoQl, and called to account 
for my aftions — ^wh^t has (he to do with 
then^, you know?*'" 

". I (hould.imaginej flye would only wifli 
to be informed of them for your own fake." . 

" O Lord ! O Lord ! ^now you are going 
to be fo devilifti good again, I canftot bear 
yoiij and fo adieu T' . . 

A»d ^way ib? went, leaving me. happy in 
the idea of the double riddance I felt in^^ 
debted to her for; not ha'Ving the fmalleft 
doubt but Lord Grantin will eafily fall into 
^ flirtation every way fo much better fuited 
to him. 



26th. — We have this evening returned 
La^y Belfont's vifit — (he rifes upon one every 
Jiiftant. So much folid, well-digefted know- 
ledge in her cheerful converfation ! fuch af- 
feftionate fweetnefs of manner, fuch unafr 
(^<3:ed fenfibility ! I could judge the bcttcx 
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of it ail for Lady Barbara's abfence, wIiq was 
gone to Mrs. Freeman's* She endeayours 
to Inake the beft of her niece ; but I am 
liire ftiejs a great torment to her. 
^ I accidentally betrayed my having (ten her 
in the morning. Lady Belfont looked fur- 
prifed, and /aidj^ " I do not know what her 
motive might be for concealing her having 
been out from mej but I cannot think it 
kind, that (he (hould not have gi^en me fome 
accbunt of what has become fo fuddenly and 
fo truly interefting to my heart, as (he knows 
Mifs Riverfdale to be* How does your Lou- 
ifa contrive, Madam,** (aid (he, turning to 
my mother,'* to fteal upon onc*9 affe&ions 
in fuch an inflant ? lam not in general irery 
open to (udden imprelRons." 

*-* No rtxatter, dear madam, what the means, 
by which I have happily found my way into 
them,** faid I, " provided the eflFeft be but 
permanent. O do not flatter me too foon with 
what I (hall never again know laow to part 
with, if in feeing moreof me you (hould find 
yourfelf miftaken, add not like me fo well.*' 
" " Never fear, my love," faid (lie, ** I had 
not time to confult my judgment upon the 
fubje(5t. — i am apt to think it is a ftroke of 



MIISS RIVERSDALE. 259 

fyrapathy, and that we cannot help loving 
one another. >» 

** May it^jver prove fo !" {aid I, drawing 
near to take hold of her hand. She tenderly 
embraced me, and faid a thoufand obliging, 
flattering things. ^ 

Colonel Malcolm h highly charmed with 
her, but much difturbed at Lady Barbara ; 
and entreats me to be as referved as poffible 
in that quarter. I made no merit of acced- 
ing to what is fo perfediy confon^nt to my 
own inclination. 

He had requcfted my^ mother "^o prefent 
him at Lady Bdfont's. He fays Lady Mary 
propofes fetting out in the beginning of the 
week, and he intends to accompany her the 
firft day's journey, from which he (hall fbike 
off into the road to Vienna, and go in pur^^ 
fuit of his own affain, upon the refult d£ 
^hich his life or death now hangs. He fpokc 
with great emotion, and added, that the idea 
of leaving hie was almoft top much for him^ 
and nothing but the bufinefs he goea upon 
could give him courage to fupport it. I feel 
grieved at the reparation ; but Lady Belfont 
will be my refource. 

I faw Lady Mary for an hour this morning > 
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and (he would know from myfelf the parti- 
culars of what bad pafled between ber .bro- 
ther and me. She was much ^vxed at him; 
yet could not avoid doing juftice tci the good 
intentions, that actuated him in that, as it 
had done in other diftreffing inftanccs before. 
But, (lie faid, notliing could convince him, 
that I had not firft agreed to his propofaJ,, 
and afterwards changed my mind; whicb 
he attributes to Colonel Malcolm, and isi 
half inclined to quarfel with him ; only that 
the Colonel, who upon other occa(ions is not 
too tradable, feems pofitively deterjniflcd 
her^ not to quarrel with hinii. 

T.'jth. — I am returned" from a Rttle con*- 
cert at Lady Belfont^s,. where we have had 
fome charming inu(ic;- Lady Barbara and I> 
the only vocal, performers ; the inftrumental 
very good.— ^Lord Grant in of courfe (hone. 

His: whole attention was diredted to Lady 
Barbara,, whofe brilliant bravura (inging could 
only be equalled by Aprile, he -faid. My 
.poor pathetics were quite eclipfed. I bore 
xriy mortification as well as I could j and (he 
enjoyed her triumph. 
. I was not quite negleded, however :. my 
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t:harming Lady.Belfont, in the firft place,' 
encouraged me by her approbation; and* 
in the next, a young polilh nobleman, juft' 
arrived, paid high compHtnerlts to my voice 
and ftyle of 'finging. 

His introduftion to me was peculiar 
enough. I fung my firft fong without being 
aware, that there was any ftranger in the 
room I and, as the party Was not large, I was 
tolerably at cafe, and performed in my beft 
manner. 

Immediately after I had refumed miy feat. 
Lady Belfont brought a very fmart looking' 
man, in foreign regimentals, toWards me, and 
faid, ^* Mifs Riverfdale, Prince Polinlki has 
defired me to introduce him to you.""* 

With a very graceful, elegant' bow, ihd 
much animation of countenance, he faid, 
" It was impoffiblev however dangerous the 
experiment might be,, torefift the defire of 
afcertaining, whether the very uncommon 
feeling and tafte, that gave fuch an exquiHte 
charafter to my manner of finging, took its 
hue from my mind, or from my mafter. He 
had challenged every perfon in tht room, to 
produce fuch another fcholar from the fame 
teaching j but no one pretended to fay they 
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coi^ } fo I remained charged with the whole 
peculiarity of my ftyie pour mon propre 
compte*. . , 

** You do my fi^ng much honour in 
having fo particularly attended to it#*' I re- 
plied $ ^^ but I do not think the criterbn 
would be quite a &ir one> as I Aippofe no good 
mafter ever taught two fchollrs ^exadly in 
the fame ^ way : their art lies in odaptipg thk 
mode to the powers of the voice they arc to 
form.'' 

" I cannot conceive^" returned he, "that 
any man (Kould have the courage to become 
a finging mailers for of all the faTcinations 
I know, that of a fine voice is the moft ir- 
refiftible." x 

" They probably find their fafety in the 
number,'* faid I, fmiling. , 

** I do ntlrt; think any ^ thing could fevc a 
man> who has once heard Mifs Rivcrfdale," 

" I really never confidered myfelf in fo 
^emendous a light/' laughing, " or I Ihould 
have been more cautious in dealing about 
fuch deadly (hafts/* 

" You loay joke, upon the fubjea z$ pu 

• Onjny own account. 
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tbmk proper; but I am perfedly ferious in 
what I fay." ' '\ 

** Why, then, give me leave toobferve, that 
you mud bt the rnoft imprudent man alive, 
with fuch a confcioufnefs* of vulnerability 
about you, ever to truft yourfelf in the way 
(rfifong." 

- " A man is not always exaftly aware of the 
tfiomeW in wiich danger awaits him,'* hb re- 
plied : ** one perfon^'s fong is as different from 
another's, as if it did not proceed from the 
fiftxue orgatts. — Lady Barbara, for ir^flance, 
might fiAg on till doomfday, and produce 
no more eflfeft upon me than a barrel-organ/^ 
At this moment (he got up to fing, and I 
tns^le a motion to him to be filent and attend. 
He had taken his feat next to me : 1 occa- 
fionaily pointed out to him fine paflage?^ — 
He admitted her fkill; but there was no- 
thing in what ihe did, that reached be- 
yond the ears : it ftruck him to be good in- 
^rumeniqijinging^ and that was all he would 
fay of it. 

" I obferved, that fome 6f the paffages (he 
had executed with fo much brilliancy were 
extremely difficult. 

He begged my pardon, but he muft adopf 
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Baron Gkichcn*s wit, and wifli they were im- 
pojfible. 

I was diverted with his obfervations,. al- 
though I thought his judgment unfair: and 
perhaps after all, he only proceeded upon the 
old plan, that the fureft way to pleafe one 
. woman is to criticife another. I had once, 
a mind to telliiim fo ; but I feared he would 
think I was filhing for a compliment, fo I 
let it alone. 

He fat filent for a confiderable time : at. 
length, turning round to me, ** Mifs Ri- 
verfdale," faid he, " I am going to make you 
a very ft range fpeec^i,, and I cannot conjee* 
tjure in what light it may ftrike you; but of 
that I muft take my chance; you will ^ 
leaft give me credit for mon ho.nn6teU *. 

I muft give it, you in French, my Henry, 
for I could nolj, in the tran^ation, do juftice 
to the original tui^i of it. - " 

^ *^ Lorfque j'aurai Thonneur d'etre plus 
connu de vous, je me flatte que vous rendrez 
juftice a la bont^ de mon goeur : eo atten- 

• H^nefl Intentions. 

' f ** When lihail have the honour to be better known 
to you, I flatter myfelf you will do juftice to the good- 
Mfs of ttiy heart: In the mean tiihi pc.nni^ *»' to 
anfwcr for it myhXi^ You will the more readily give 
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dant, permettez moi de vous en repondre ; 
et vous m'en croirez dautant plus facilcment, 
que je vais votis ajouter avec. la rtieme fin- 
cerite, que ma tete n'y reflemble pas du tout j 
car elle ne vaut abfolument rien/' 

I looked at him with furprife, iiot gueffing 
>hat all this was to lead to. — He proceeded. 

" Je n'irai pas bien loin, pour vous en 
fiournir la pretive: car aflurement fi j avois 
eu le fens commun, je me ferois bien garde 
de demander a vous etre prefente, apres 
avoir 11 bien fenti toijt TefFet de votrc voix 
de finene. ^Mais enfin, cette folie la eft faite ; 
refte a m'en tirer maintenant comme je le 
pourrai, et c'eft ce dont je vais vous charger, 
fi vous voulez bien me le permettre." 

The perfed want of knowing what to 
lay kept me lilent, and he weijt on. 

** Je pr^vois que vous allez me faire tour- 
ner la, tSte complettement :. vous avez tout 
ce qu'il faut pour cela. Or apprenez, Made- 

me credit, when, with the fame iinccrity, I add, that 
my head bears no rcfemhlance to my heart ; for of 
that, in fa£l, I have nothing to fay. I need not take 
much pains to prove this to you; for certainly if I had 
had common fenfe, I (hould never have defired to be - 
introduced to you, after having felt the effefts of your 
VOL. I. N 
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moifcUe, queje ri'ai pas le droit de me la 
laiffer tourner. Cette t^te, et ce coeur, et cette 
main, ne font nuUcment libres, vfi un engage- 
ment contrafte dans mon pays avec une tres 
aimable perfonne, que je dois '6poufer dh 
rinftant.que j'en aurai les moyens. Je vous 
demande done pour Tamour de dieu, quand il 
m'arrivera de m'oublier aupres de vous, com- 
me ce la m'arrivera infalliblement, de merap- 
peller ce que je viens d'avoir Thonneur dc 
vous dire, et vous me ferez rentrer en moi- 
m6me tout de fuite -f.'* 

I cannot exprefs to you, how much I w^ 
both furprifed and pleafed with the oddity, 
t^e novelty, and the franknefs of this fpeech: 

enchanting voice. That danger however i§ now incur- 
red, and I muft extricate myfelf from it as I can; and 
indeed I believe my beft chance will arife from lav- 
ing retoyrfe to your own afiiftance.'* 

f. *' I forefee, that you will completely turn my head. 
You are exa£l^y the perfoh to do it. Now, madam, 
I have to tell you, that I have no right to fuffermy' 
head to be turned. ^Neither my head, my heart, nor , 
my hand ^re at my own difpofal ; — ^they are engaged 
to a very amiable lady in my own country, to who» 
I am to be married, as foon as I fhall have the means* 
I beg, therefore, for heaven's fake, that when, in your 
preience, I ihall happen to forget myfelf, as forget, 
myfelf I certainly fhall, you would put me in min<i 
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I thought it entitled him to an equally frank ' 
return, and without hefitatiop I immediately 
anfwered, " Pour vousprouver tout le cas que 
jefaisde votre franchife, mon Prince, je vais 
yrepondre fur le meme ton. Sans m'arreter 
arevoquer en doute le$chofes flatteufes que 
vous venez; de me dire, je vous avouerai in- 
genumenti qu*il m'eft abfolument interdit de 
lesecouterj et que fi le hafard pouvoit me 
rendre auffi dangereufe pour vous que vous 
femblez le croire, je me trouve doublement 
annee pour votre d6fenfe ; piiifque j^ai aufli 
un' eng^ement de mon cote, qui n'attend 
que les moyens p'our etre rempli -f." 
" Ah, mon Dieu ! que c*eft drole !" faid he, 

of what I have had the honour to impart to you, and 
call me immediately to reflexion.'* 

t *' To prove to you. Sir, my fenfe of the franknefsof 
your communication, I fhall with equal franknefs an • 
i^wer you : without confidering how far you may have 
been miftaken in all the flattering things you hav6 been 
faying to me, I will ingenuoufly own to you, that I 
am abfolutcly bouni not to liften to them ; and that, 
were I by chance to become as dangerous to you, as 
you fcem to fuppofe poflible, you would find me dou- 
bly armed for your defence ; as I am myfelf alfo under 
an engagement, the fulfilling of which is delayed only 
by the want of immediate means.'* 

** Heavens! how comicalt" 
N 2 



a63 XETTERS OF 

' biixfting into a hearty laugh, " et quelle adoT- 
able franchife encore !" moreferioufly "nous 
voila done en furete des deux cotes — mais 
affurement ce debut merite bien de menera 
quelque chofe : jurons nous amiiie et loyaute, ^ 
et accordez mbi le titre de frere ; epuis fai- 
tes moi la ^confidence de tput ce qui regarde 
Yotre engagement, et vbus venrez commeje 
vais m'occuper de tout ce qui peut intereffer 
macharmante petite foeur-f." 

" Ahjdoucement ! doucement ! mon prince, 
rappellez vous, qu'il nous faut un peu plus de 
terns k nous autres Anglaifes,-pour former nos 
liaifons.*' 

" Comment ! vous etes Anglaife ? 

** Et quoi done, s'il vous plait ?'*- 

*^ Bah ! vous vous moquez de moi?'* 

f " Wh^t charming frankaefsj we are th^nfafe on both 
iides. — But this^ certainly, Ihould lead to fomething. 
Let > us now fwear mutual friendftiip and fealty. Favour 
me fo far as to call me brother. Give me a confiden- 
tial account of your engagement, and fee how I fhall in- 
tereft myfelf in all my charming little fitter's concerns." 

** Gently, gently. Sir, recoiled, that we Engliih wo- 
men are not fo very quick in forming connexions.**— 

" How! you an Engliih woman!*' 

'* What elfe, pray, do you take me for?'* 

" Poh ! you are joking.'* 
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: '. > 

" Mais 'de grace ! de quelle nation me 
croyez vous done ?'* 

" Mais Fran^aife, aflurement." , - 

" Aliens, je vois que vous n'avez pa^ 
perdu votre terns en France,, mon' Prince ! 
—cela f'appelle f9avoir tourner un compli- 
ment. Au refte, * comme vous n'etes pas 
Fran^ais, je me permettrai de vous avquer, 
qu'a Texception de la langue, je ne me fou- 
cierois pas frop qu'on put s'y troniper: la 
toumure Anglaife vaut peut-^tre bien la 
Frahcaife." — 

" Ah oui, quand elle a ete un peu degour; 
die dans T^t ranger !'• 

•* Mais, Mikdi Belfont, par exemple ?" 

** But I beg you would tell me— What country wo- 
man do you take me to be-?" - 

" Why Brcnch— certainly.'* 

" I perceive; Sir, you have, not lofl your time in 
Fnmce, you know how to make a compliment. How-. 
«vcr, as you are not a Frenchman, I will own to you, 
that^ excepting in point of fpeaking the language. It 
&ouU not wiih to be fo miflaken. The Englifh ait 
an<^manner are, perhaps, quite as good as the French.'* 

" Yes, ye3, when the ftiffnefs is a little relaxe(i> 
ia foreign countries." 

" But Lady Belfont, for example." 
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" " Miladi .Belfoitt n'a pas le ton plus 
Anglais qu^ vous. Elie a paflee piufieurs 
annees dans les pais etrangers — elle avoit 
dej^ ete trois ans a Turin, quand je Ty ai trou- 
vai — et affurement vous n'allez pas rae citer 
Miladi Barbara, avec fon diable de nom, qui 
luivaaflez au refte." — • 

". Vous apercevez vous ?*' interrupting 
him, " que nous fommes feuls a caufer, \ 
tandis que tout le monde ecoute la mufique?*' 

" Ma foi ! je m'aper9ois que je fuis a 
cote de vous — et voila tout." — 

I was again called upon to fing, after which 
Lady Belfont beckoned me to a chair next 
her. • , - 

" If I read aright,'* faid (he, " your 
finging has not beep thrown away upon the 

** My Lady Belfont has no more the appearance of an 
Engliih woman than you have. She has fpent many 
years of her life abroad. She had been three years at 
Tiuin, when I found her there ; and certainly you will 
not mention Lady Barbara, with her curfed namej 
wWch however feems very well to fuit her.** 

«« Do you perceive that we alone ^re talking while 
every body elfe is attending to the mufic ?" 

** Upon my word I perceive nothing, but that I wa 
fitting by you/' 
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unfeeling, this evening, my fweet, young 
friend" — looking archly. 

I faid, her approbation of it, was the higheft 
gratification it could gfFord me. 

'" And you exped me to believe that, I 
fuppofe," replied (he. 

" Indeed I do. When I have the honour 
ofbeirig better known to your Ladyfliip, you 
will find, that. I am not apt to fay ,one thing, 
when I mean another," 

" Not in general, I dare fay, or I ftiould 
not have been fo much charmed with you^; 
but there are topics, you know, my love, 
upon which the beft of us cannot, avoid, a 
little infincerity !" — 

" Well, try nife. Madam, and then judgCr" 

^' Take care what you engage for, Mifs 
Riverfdale ; I affure you I intend it the Very 
firft opportunity/' 

" I defire pothing better ; and ardently 
wi(h the opportunity may foon offer." 

The Prince came up to me again, and 
aiked whether I would do him the honour to 
prefent him to Lady Riverfdale ? which I 
immediately did. He alked her leave to pay 
his refpefts to us, which (lie civilly granted j. 
and the mufic foon after ended. 
- » 4 
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Lady Barbara feemed extremely pleafed 
with Lord Grantin's aflidwity — (he alfo paid 
a little attention, by the way, to Wurmfer, 
who ** trod in air" — but (he frequently 
caft a fcrutinizing eye upon Prince Poliniki 
and me; and threw out fome occafional 
lures, as well as farcaftic obfervations, to 
draw him away ; both however feemed to 
mifs their aim by being wholly unperceived. 

Lady Belfont wl(hed us to flay fuppcF, 
but my mother objected to the lateneftof 
the hour. You cannot imagine, however, 
Henrj% what an improvement there is both 
in her (Irength and looks, fince that laft eon- 
fultation withTiflfot*. 

I told her, at our return home, what had 
paflfed with Prince Poliniki. She was ex- 
tremely delighted with his frank, fprightly 
originality, and faid (he thought him one of 
the moft agreeable foreigners (he had ever 
feen— he had. quite the manners and anima- 
tion of a young Frenchman, without tlieir 
petulant impertinence. He had ftruck me 
in the fame light j for what may, perlmps, 
read like forwardnefs, in the converiktiofl ^ 

♦ Probably when at Laulaimc* 
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have tranfcribed, had notJiing of i|t in reality ; 
but rather a naiveti^j aiid a laijffhr alter ^^ 
—with a degree of bonhomi€%y extremely 
interefting. 

And now what dp you think of him^ my 
dear brother ? 



28M. — I went' to fee little Javotte yefter- 
day morning, the moment I had brcakfafted ; 
when I returned I found Colonel Malcolm. 
. ^* I underftood yoti were out, Louifa,'* 
faid he, gravely. 

** So I was,^ I am this inftant come in." 

" And do you go without any one to 
attend you ?" 

" I was not gone far, only to old Ca- 
tharine's, in the next ftreet.*' 

" That's a very odd place for you to go to.** 
- "^ I have a very natural reafon for it jfhe 
is taking care of a fick child for me.** 

I then told him all the particular^ of Lady 
Mary and myfelf bringing away little Ja- 
votte from old Simon's, with the reafon 
why, &c. 

• Ingcnuoufnefs. 

t Giving way to thefirll fuggclioni 

t 'Good-natured fimpUcity. 

^5 
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iHe had heard it all from Lddy Mary be- 
fore, and could not but think it rather odd, 
that I fliould choofe to niake fitch a prpfouod 
fecret of it to him. 

I faid, that I had no thoughts of keeping 
it from him in particular: — that I had beea 
generally filent upon it by my mother's 
defire j becaufe the idea of the fmall-pox 
always fpreads a kind of alarm, and that I had 
probably forgotten to ijlention it to him, 
owing to the variety of* circumftances, that 
had filled .my mind of late, and his being (o 
much taken away from us by his attendance 
upon I-ady Mary. 

We were ftill enough together, to make it 
a very ftrange piece of forgetfulnefs, he 
thought. 

I agreed that it was fo;^ but I really could 
give no other reafon for it. • 

" You are -not willing to give any other^ 
that is vtry clear, Louifa.'' 

" Why, what reafon could IpoflBibly have, 
for wifliing to conceal a thing of that kind 
from you. Colonel Malcolm ?'* ^ 

** 1 really can be no judge of that s but 
making myfteries always looks fufpicious, 
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and leaves people to conjedure what they 
pleafe." 

" Indeed, I diflike myflery as much as 
you can do, andl am fully determined never 
to make any of whatever may regard myieif ; 
but furely you might have alked me about 
this, if it in any ftiape excited either your 
curiofity or your concern." 

" I do not wifli, Louifa, to appear pry- 
ing or inquifitive about any thing, that you 
feem cautious tt) keep from me, left it (hould 
be conftrued into diftruft ; at the fame time, 
I cannot help obferving to you, that^ in the 
fitiiation we are in at prefent, nothing ftiort 
of the moft unlimited confidence and open- 
nefs can give nnie any chance for comfort/* 

" I am firmly of that opinion, and fliall 
make it my guide upon every occafion.*' 

" But furely, Louifa, if you refledt for a 
moment, you will allow, that your going ia 
and out of that old woman's houfe fo con- 
ftantly bear$ a very odd appearance to the. 
world." 

" If you'll bfelieve me, it neVer for a mo* 
ment occurred to me, that the world would 
trouble its head about it. I was too much 
/ yd 
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iiiterefted in the child, and too much accuf- 
tomed to confider old Catharine as one of 
our family, ever to have beftowed a thought 
upon it s however, it is quite fufficient for n^e, 
to know that you do, to avoid it in future; 
and indeed the child is now fo near well, that 
at any rate we meant to remove it in a day 
or two." 

He thanked me a thoufand times for my 
ready compliance, and was fure I did juftice 
to his motives — and then he renewed his 
proteftations of difinterefled attachment and 
ardent love — ^lamented every inftant that he 
paffed out of my fight — was wretched at not 
being able to meet me at Lady Belfont's the 
evening before. He afked who was there. • 

I told him — and gave him the minute 
detail of all that had paffed between Prince 
Polinlki and me. — His countenance clouded 
ovcr.as I proceeded, but he let me conclude 
without interruption ;•;— and. then iaid, it was 
very extraordinary, ths^t. I, who knew fo well 
how to affert my dignity when I pleafed, 
Ihould encourage fuch a piece of infolence as 
this young man's declaration to me ! 

I replied, that, if it appeared to him in* 
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:folent, I had not done juftice to the manner 
oik; for, on the contrary, it appeared to be 
diftated by the greateft ndivetS and fincerity. 
i " Let the manner of it be what it might, 
could I be blmd," he aiked, " to the import 
of it ? which was clearly this — * I am fo very 
imefiftible, that this poor girl will become too 
eafy a prey, if I do not furnilh her with arms 
againft myfelf, and enable her to hold out a 
while at leaft, to make my triumph more 
complete.'* , 

" Good heavens. Colonel Malcolm V* in- 
terrupted I, " is it poffible, to give fuch an 
unfavourable conftruftion to what appeared 
in fo obvious a light !** . 

" Ah Louifa ! little do you know the art^ 
that men will praftife to obtain their ends ; 
fubtle and infinuating, they can afiume any 
fliape— '* 

" 1 do not in the leaft difpute your fupe- 
rior knowledge of them 5 but I only entreat 
you, to fufpend your judgment of this young 
man, till you have feen him, and if you do 
not read candour and honerty in his counte- 
nance, I will give up the point/' 

He belied my -pardon, if he offended nic 
by his too ardent zeal for my welfare, but 
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he could not for his, foul reprcfs his fincerity.} 
it afterwards refted with me, whether to be- 
nefit by his advice or not. 

I aflured him, that I looked forward with 
confidence, to its guiding me through life. 

He fell into ^ery paflionate lamentations 
at his approaching departure, in which mjr 
heart finccrely participated. . , 

He leaves old Ja Grange behind him, 
whofe infirmities, incapacitate iiim for the 
journey ; he afked whether I thought my 
mother would objed to giving him houfe- 
room in his abfence ? I faid, I was fure (he 
would not. Frederick turns out extremely 
intelligent, as well as grateful ; and, fince the 
little interefting anecdote, that I mentioned 
of him to you, he has.rifcn rapidly in his 
mailer's lavour*. 



%%tlu — I foi^ot to tell you, that I received 
a note from Madame d'Urtife two days ^ 
in which (he very pathetically regret? " the 
impoffibility of getting to me fince her re* 
turn; but (he is wholly engroffed by the 
party (he accompanied to Laufanne, who ^^ 

* This muft have been in the packet that was loit* 



\ 
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old and intimate friends — they will fliortly 
quit Geneva, and then (he hopes to be 
reftored to the happinefs (he always enjoys in 
my fociety/' - 

I am told, that the faft is, fhe has picked 
up a flirt in a Mr. Burnaby, who aftually 
does engrofs all her attention. It is a. for- 
tunate event, that he ftiould ' have come 
fo apropos, to confole her in the heavy cala- 
mities flie was finking under. 



29///. — LadyBelfont lent this morning, to ' 
defire I would fpend the day with her ; but I 
had devoted the greateft part of it to Lady 
Mary Melvile.- F agreed to meet Lady 
Belfont at the Treille^ in the evening; be- 
caiife my mother, who dillikes dining out> 
would then replace me with Lady Mary. 

I felt awkward in the idea of encountering 
Mr. Melvile's clumfy ftatelinefs, but he re^, 
iieved me from the embarraflment, by not 
dining at" home. Colonel Malcolm was the 
third at table, and I pafled a. very interefting 
day. 

We had fqme ferious, and much affeftionate - 

• A walk in Geneva. 
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unreferved converfation. There is a noble 
fimplicity and opennefs in all Lady Mary fays 
and does, that I never yet faw equalled. 

Mrs. Freeman came at the fame time with 
my mother, who alfo brought the Dean, 
fo their whift-table was made lip. Golonel 
Malcolm however offered to cut in, but Lady 
Mary would not let him : It would be too 
bad for her to monopolife all the men, Ihe 
thought ; and as (he believed the Dean had 
no objeftion to taking the whole duty of the 
card-table upon himfelf, (he would make a 
fair divi(ion with Mifs Riverfdale, and give up 
the Colonel to be her attendant to the Tye'tlle, 

The Dean, who had already taken poiTeflSon 
of the table, and made the cards, and dif- 
tributed the counters — and (huffled — and 
fpread them out, — and taken them up again 
half a dozen times, in his impatience to begin, 
cried out, *^ No, no, no objeftion in the 
world, if you had a mind to play on till 
to-morrow morning— come 1 — come ! — who 
draws ? Mrs. Freeman ! — Lady Riverfdale ! 
—come !"— fo tiimbling down one pack 
after the other as he fpoke, he contrived/ 
through downright eagernefs, to jumble them 
completely together,— and we left them, i« 
3 
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great good humour, undoing all his ma- 
noeuvres of the laft ten minutes. 

As we went along, Colonel Malcolm fpoke 
in the higheft terms of Lady Mary. We were 
both of opinion, that (he is confiderably 
mended, and joined moft fervently in wilhes 
for her further recovery. We talked of Lady 
Belfont,'upon whom, I told him, I depended 
fo€ much confolation in his abfence. He 
repeated his requeft, that I would be very fhy 
of Lady Barbara, to whom he has taken the 
moft inyincible averfion. I aflured him, that - 
my own inclinations were fo perfectly confo- 
nant to his wilhes upon that head, that I (hould 
have little merit in complying with them. 

J cxpefted to have found Lady Belfont 
alone ; but fhe was furrounded by a large 
party > out of which the firft perfon that came 
forward to meet me was Prince Polinfki — 
" He had done himfelf the honour of leav- 
ing his name at our door this afternoon, in 
confequence of the permiffion Lady Ri- 
verfdale had given him." 

Colonel Malcolm inftantly guefs*d whb he 
was, and meafured him with his eye from 
head to foot, with an cxpreflion of ineffable 
contempt. 
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I made a civil, but flight anfwer, and 
hurried paft to Lady Belfont, who met nie 
with all the cordiality of affedlion. Lady 
Barbara juft acknowledged pie by a nod, 
and went on with a diflertation, fhe bad 
fallen into with Lord Grantin, upon the 
comparative merits of Hom^r and Offian. 
She has read a great deal, and has an excellent 
memory; how far flic has rcfleiled upoQ 
what ftie has read, and turned it to accoOnt, 
is another point ; but ftic is admirably apt at 
quotation, which feems to have infpired Lord 
Grantin with a deep reverence for her know- 
ledge. He was not willing, ' however, to let 
his learning remain qtiito in the back ground, 
and feemed to be muftering up whatever 
fcraps of Homci4jiad remained afloat in his 
brain from his Eton ftudies. He chofe to 
quote them in Greek, probably as a better 
fecurity againft deteftion,, if he happened 
to miftake, which I more than oncd fufpeded, 
from the arch look of Prince Poiiniki, who 
faid to me, " Vos dames Anglaifesfe piquant 
done d' entendre le grec *?" 

*' Not m general," I faid. 

♦ You Engliih ladies, then, cHoofe to be thought to 
underftand Greek. 
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" Impertinent enough," muttered the Co- 
lonel to himfelfJ . ^ i 

I felt interefted at firft in the fubjed, . 
and hoped that, as (he was giving the pre- 
ference to OiEah, it would be upon my own 
grounds, of the magnanimity and generofity 
of his heroes, compared with the plunderers 
and bullies, whom Homer dignifies with tha,t 
name : but I found it was her aim to make 
" the worfe appear the better reafon," whicb 
I fliould fufpeft to be what (he is apt to va-' 
lue herfelf upon; for her argument turned* 
wholly upon the merits of Fingal as an Epic 
poem, and the yindicatioB of its authenticity, 
which (ho. entered ^to with a minutenefs of 
criticifm, that ferved admirably to (how how 
much (he had /ead and**remembered upon 
the fubjed, but did not any way come Jiomc 
to my feelings : fo I paid no further attention 
tothe converfation, excepting Lord Grantin's 
concluding'fpeech, which caught my ear and 
diverted m,e. ;" ' 

" I never wi(li/' faid he, ** to pu(h argu- 
ment to its utmoft extent againft a lady—- 
befides. Lady Barbara, your acknowledgment, 
that you do not iinderftand the origjinal, 
would make it unfair in me at any rate i but 
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t&is I will fay^ that, hang me if I don't pre- 
fer Metaftafio a thoufand times to either 
the one or the other" — and then he fang 
* Voile cogliere una rofa fventurato Amore 
un di ;*' * How the devil would either 
Homer or Offian found to mufic ? What 
could Paefiello or Cimarofa make of them ?" 

** This is really fo unexpefted a criterion 
of the merits of an epic poem/* replied Lady 
Barbara, laughing moft immoderately, " that 
I am not prepared to anfwer to it; for,, pro- 
ceeding upon the fame principle, you may pro- 
bably end in fettirig the Babes in the Wood 
above either : However, let me entreat your 
Lordlhip, Avhen you next, illuftrate Metaf- 
tafio*s fuper-eminence by a quotation, to 
take it from fome of his own writings, inftead 
of laying him under obligations to Ana- 
creou'f." 

Lord Grantin looked a little confounded ; 
but happening to caft his eye upon my bonnet, 
the fenfe of his defeat was immediately loft 
in friendly folicitude for me ; and; coming 
up with an ^ of important eagernefs, he 

• Lucklefs Cupid was one day gathering a rofe, 
t Lord Grantin's quotation is from a tranflationjt 
not by MeHatafio o£ Anacreon*s E»j I'gw^a. IZAH M*. 
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wlrifpered me, "I beg a thoufand pardons, 
Mifs Riverfdale, for the liberty lam going 
to take ; but your ribbon — excufe me— is 
^Utivdy . coideur de ftUy which is never 
worn after Eafter, and your frill is point 
(Unrgentoiiy which befpeaks the very depth 
of winter — how a woman of your elegant 
notions coiild poffibly fall into fuch a miftake 
—You fee I bear no malice for all jrour un-^ 
kindnefs, as this friendly hint bears witnefs — 
rna bqfta cc?^^,*" faid he, catching Colonel 
Malcolm's eye, as well as Lady Barbara's 
upon us. 

*^ I am infinitely obliged to your Lord- 
fliip," anfwering aloud, to fatisfy Colonel 
Malcolm' what the whifper related to> " I 
will be more careful in. future howl incur 
fuch deferved cenfure — all I have to plead in 
exculpation is, that the frill is my own work, 
and never expected the honour of paffing f9r 
point d'argenton — and the Colour of my 
ribbon I really was in hopes the coldnefs df 
the day might have excufed." J was afraid 
he would have perceived the dlflfculty I had 
to compofe my countenance, as I uttered 

• But enough faid. 
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this, which was more to clear up the Colo- 
nel's anxious ^ooks, than with any view to 
turn hisLordfliip into ridicule ^ who \vas, how- 
ever, vaftly too ferious in his remonftrance, 
to fufpeft any one elfe of holding it iight, 
and was beginning to clear himfeif from 
any intentign of pointing out my impropriety 
to the company, when Lady Barbara, 
who fcemed jDealous that any one fliould 
expofc him bujt herfelf, interrupted him by 
obfcrving to Lady Belfont, " Even Mifs 
Riverfdale, you fee, Madam, can be far- 
caftic, whei) her tafhe is arraigned. Take my 
advice, my Lord,'* turning to him, " (though 
I lay open the grand arcanum of .my fex 
loy it) never expeft, that any woman's good 
humour will ftand the teft of criticifm upon 
her drefs or' manners — her mind or morals 
you may canvas as -you pleafe, and be called 
a friend for it." 

Lady Belfont checked hen " You now 
make a feverer attack upon your own fex, 
Barbara, than its greateft 'detra<9:or. Lord 
Cheflerfield, has done. He at lead makes 
the charge general to human nature." 

As we had (hifted places in qux walk. Lady 
Barbara had gotten between Colonel Mai- 
5 
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colrn and me ; and whether any little con- 
currence of interefts had foftencd him in her 
favour, or what — I can't tell, but, ad- 
dreffing himfelf to her in a half whifper, he 
faid, " Pray what is your Ladyfliip's opinion 
of this young foreigner, that I hear fo i 
much of?" 

" Really, Colonel Malcolm,*' anfwered (he 
tartly, " my father kopt no kennel, and I 
never confidered myfelf as a judge oi puppies ; 
Ir^fer you to Mifs Riverfdale upon that h«ad 
—Were you looking for any body, my dear?'* 
— (turning quick to me,) who adually had 
call my eye around in queft of Lord Gran- 
tin. 

" Only to fee whether Lord Grantin 
was out of hearing," faid I, fmiling. 

" Upon my life"' one may feel obliged to 
Mifs Riverfdale, when (he choofes tp fpare 
one," exclaimed (he ; " for (he can cut as 
deep as any body." 

" But with thi? marked difference from 
moft people," faid Lady Belfont, " that her 
wit is always upon the defcnfive."— • 

" Whereas mine" — interrupted Lady^ Bar- 
bara — 
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" Is offenfive very frequently, I muft ac- 
knowledge," replied Lady Belfont. 

" Thank your Ladyftiip— I expcfted that: 
there's no friend like a relation/' 

Juft here we turned fliort upon Madame 
d'Urtifc and her party. She ran up to. me, 
and was fo glad — and fo afliamed — ^and had 
fo much io fay to me — ^and fo many cxcufes 
to make to Lady Riverfdale — ^and then fhe 
abruptly introduced Mr. Rurnaby, upon 
whofe arm (he was leaning, and who is, in- 
deed, a very handfomc young man, which 
feems to be all that any one tliinks of faying 
ofhim^ 

I begged her to fet her confcience quite at 
reft ; for that my mother and I never wiflied 
to ftand in the way of other engagemejits, 
or expefted more from our friends, than they 
could conveniently do for us. 

Whilfl I uttered this, (he took a general 
furvey of the party, fome of whom were 
ftrangers to her; and then, glancing (ignifi- 
cantly at Colonel Malcolm and me, (he faid, 
" Tou know I have much to hear, as well 
as to tell you — and fo adieu till the firft op- 
portunity/* 
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Lady Belfont was very urgeat for me to 
50 home with her; but Colonel Malcolm's 
time is now fo (hort, that I could not bear 
to xlifappoint him of fupping at oxix houfe 
with only my mother and me, as I had pro- 
mifed ; and I excufcd my felf to Lady Bel- 
font. 

** Comment, vous ne venez pas chez mi- 
ladi*?'' faid the, Prince. 
" No,'not this evening.'* 
" Et que vont devenir les trios, ct Ics 
quatuors, que nous devions exercer-f^ ?** 

I had not heard a word of them, I re- 
plied. 

" No,'* faid Lady Belfont; *^ I had taken 
the liberty, to anfwer for yqur joining the 
Prince and my niece in looking over fome 
French opera comiques, which he fent at my 
defire to-day — ^you are not aware what a 
charming mufician he is.'* 
I faid, I ftiould be very ready to fulfil the 

• What, are you not To be at Lady Bclfont's thid 
evening? 

t And what is to become of the trios and quartettot 
wc were to have praftifed? 

TOL. I. O cn|[a^^ 
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engagement her Ladyfliip had made for me, 
fome other time. 

Would I give him leave, he aiked, to fend 
mc my part to look over in the meanwhile? 
If he pleafed, I told him : I was not quite 
fo reiady at French mufic as at Italian, from 
being lefs ufed to it ; and, therefore, fliould 
be' glad to make fure of not putting them 
,out.~rAnd wiihcthis we parted* 

»** And ;pray Mb£s^ is ithis agreeable -party 
rto take place?'' ;,^ed Colonel Malcolm, as 
. fobn as we had turned the corner. 

" I am fure I cannot fecll^— you heard all 
that I know of it." 

** Yes, and rather more than I Ukod, 
Louifa, if 1 may be allowed to fpeak my 
mind. It is Angular how impoffiible it feeras 
to be, to put you i^pon your guard — for I 
am willing to fup'pQf&, that you have no in- 
tention of giving this young fop an oppor- 
. tunity of conveying a billet-doux in this 
xnufic, which you have fo readily accepted 

"Lord blefs me! — intention, Colonel 
Malcolm!- — how fliould I think, that it 
would come into his h^id» tg takja fiicfa a 
liberty? , 
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*^ But thcfe are things, Louifa,. that a per- 
fon ought to think of, an4 that a little kaow-^ 
l«%e W the world wio^d fuggfeft." 

*^ Well! I (hall learn to be moro upon 
my guapd ia time — but I will lay you any 
wager^ that the Prince takes no fuch ad- 
vant^.*' 

" You have fonned a very determined 
opinion of him, upon a very fliort acq^tamt- 
ance, LpuHa.** 

"1 really am iiwlincd, to thiak extremely ^ 
well of him.'* 

" So I . perceive — and that ^merelf from 
his having fallen upon a new mode of flat- 
tery.*' 

** No, indeed — Ihope 1 have given you 
noreafon, to think (o of me. I judge from 
the candour, with which he has fumiflied 
me arms againft himlelf, in cafe he fliodltf 
ever be led i;ito forgt^tting his prior en^ 



gaigement. 



" And you really do not feel tlic iirfult 
of that proceecRng ^* * 

^ Indeed* I do not ; and I had hoped; 
tfW, when: you few him; you woukf judge 
diflferently of k: opcimcfs and integrity ap- 
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pear to me the charafteriftics of his counte- 
nance.** 

** You have paid very particular _2^ttention 
to it, it feems.*' 

^ .Not w;y particular — but did it ftrike 
you in any other IFght ?** 

" It ftruck me, that if I had met him 
«iy where out of his regimentals, I might 
have miftaken him for a hair-drefler." 

By this time we had reached home; where 
we found the Dean with my mother, which 
put a flop to the difcuffioui 



July the ifi. — Colonel Malcolm came by 
the time we had breakfafted yefterday. My 
finging-mafter was with me. When he was 
gone, the Colonel faid, " I wonder yoii fliould 
continue to take leflbns of that impudent- 
looking fellow, Louifa ! You might by this 
time, 1 think, be more likely to improve 
his tafte than he your's." 

I (aid, there was a fafliipn in mufical tafte, 
as well as in *drefsi and if one did not oc- 
cafionally modernize it by sl few leflbns from 
any eminent mafter that happened to be at 
<^neva» iine's flyle of iinging woi^d become 



M 
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as completely out of date as the Gbanoineffe^ 
de M-r's, whom every one had liftened to 
with pleafure in hct youth, but wliich now 
had the fame effed in a concent* that her 
grandmother's wedding-gown would haVe at 
Madame de S \ affembly- 

He did not underftand mufic foiBGiently^ 
to judge of the aptnefs of the comparifon^ 
but^ he knew, that Fiammarelll was a maji. 
of extremely bad charafler, aiid had injured 
the reputation of feveral of his fcholars. 

My mother faid, (he had never heard of ifc 
before^ but that (lie always made a point o€ 
ftaymg in the room, whilft I took my kflQi)^ 
whichv (he trufted, would at any rate fecure 
me from the.cenfure of the world. 

Haw was the world to know that ^ he 
wondered — and,, begging pardon for inter- 
fering, he could not help obferving, that a. 
man of that ftamp was a very improper per- 
fort to be admitted, in the capacity of a 
mafter, to fo young and fo lovely a creature 
as Louifa.: indeed^ for his own part, unlefs 
fmging were taught by females, and the ex- 
hibition of it confined to a family circle,, 
he muft fay, he thought it equally injurious 
in the acquiring, and in the praftice. 
3 
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My mother cohM not at all agree with 
him there, and ftrcnuoufly defended her fa- 
vourite accornpliihment. 

I faid, I had no particular wifh to go on 
with him,. if there were fuch real objeftioris 
to his rharadter ; and my mother, agreeing 
in the idea, that my tafte would now very 
well ftand its own ground, determined to 
difmifs him to-morrow; ^nd fo there's an 
tnd of him J and I (hall have the more time 
for my 4f awing, which is full as agreeable to 
me t but it is odd we flioukl never havie hap* 
pened to hear of tys before, and ftill more 
fo, that none of tiofe I have fince men- 
tioned it to, agree in it. I fear Colonel Mal- 
colpi is inclined to think the woilk of pebpfe. 

I had fat down to my frame, my mother 
had taken up her book, and Colonel Malcolm 
was writing letters, when a parcel and a 
letter were brought to my mother from 
Prince Pdinfki. The Colonel ftarted— I 
felt triumphant: it was the mufic— The 
letter, however, to Lady Riverfdale, proved 
to be only a blank .cover, ^ enclofing a (heet 
of paper direded to me, which Ihe tofied 
upon my frame. " 
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I was a little difconccrted ; but, without 
hefitation, inftantly read aloud feme Very 
pretty lines, compiimentary to my voice, and 
doubting his own mi>fical talents^ for fecond- 
ing it, unltis by the effe<ft of contrail r in 
feort, the turn was both elegant and fprightly. 
— I (bould biv€ been giad to have tranfctibed 
them' for you; but you will foon find wliy 
I do not. 

Having read thein, i laid tbetn-down, fay- 
ing, "I dkl m>t fufped him <>f l>einga poet.** 

** Not only a poet> t)Ut a very pretty one, 
f'think,'* laid my mother* 

** Well, Mifs Rivei<filale ! was I right or 
wrong in my fup^fitibn ?'* a&ed the Colo- 
flcl, with confiderable aifpcrity, 

** O clearly wrong,** j^ay fully, " for you 
threatened-me with a biHet doux.'* 

" And pray what do you call this ?'*-r- 

" Not a billet doux, furely," faid I, a little 
alarmed at the increafing gloohi of bis coun* . 
tenance. 

" You had better take 'tip yoiir pen and 
anfwer him 411 verfe then,'* replied he taunt- 
ingly, " and that will fecure the next being 
a little more explicit/* 

04. 
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" If I wiflied it to be fo, perhaps I might 
follow your advice," faid I, much hurt ; '* but 
I truft. Colonel Malcolm, I have given you no 
grounds to form fuch an opinion of tne upon." 

** You encourage young men to write to 
you, and receive their letters favourably — 
what more could they poffibly look for in the 
time?" 

" Wh^tT* interrupted my mother, "open! 
— ^under cover to me — and fo delicately con- 
fined to the fubjeft, that they might have 
been xiddrefled to myfelf, if I fung as well as 
Louifa ! furely, nothing could be done in a 
manner more refpeftfuUy flattering, or better 
calculated to prevent mifconftrudion." 

** If you will give them a fair perufal,'» 
faid I, holding them to him, " you will allow 
that there is not a word, which might not 
with equal propriety be addreffed to his 
f^er." 

" D — n the verfes !" faid be, fnatching 
them out of my hand in a rage, and tearing 
them into a thoufand pieces. 
, I had never feen this fort of violence be- 
fore — ^and burft into tears.* 

" Do you cry^ for your verfes, madam P^^ 
convey your lamentations to their author, and 
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you will be made ample amends !" exclaimed 
he, walking up and down the room furioufly. 

" Upon my word^ Colonel Malcolm,'^ 
faid my mother, " this is ufing Lpuifa ih d^ 
manner, which I will not be a tame witnefs. 
to. 

He fnatched up his hat> and burft out of 
the room. 

You may believe, Henry^ that he did not 
kavc us in a very pleafant fituation,. 

My mother faid, if humours like thefe be* 
trayed themfelvea thus early,, what was to* 
become of me in future I 

1 anfwered, that I hoped. I (houldget the 
better of them, by convincing him of their 
u&reafonablenefs — that juft at prefent his 
mind was fore with his approaching depar- 
ture J and this young maa happening to af- 
rive, and pay particular attentions to me>. 
might naturally enough create alarm ia a 
teeaft, fomewhat too prone perhaps to jealoufy- 

" Somewhat too prone indeed 1'' fhc rj?- 
peatcd with a deep ftgh^ 
, Word was brought, that Catherine defired 
to (ee me — Javotte was taken worfe. Ire- 
quefted my mother to go with me. 

We found ihe mealies coming out.upont 
05 
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her. Willie we were giving direftions what 
(hould be done, the door opened and in 
burft Colonel .Malcolm, with rage in his cOun- 
ttoance. 

Seeing my mother, howev^r^ feemed to 
/Check what he was going to {ay. , ** I beg 
your pardon ladies,*' he hammered, with fome 
confulion, and his look a little foftened. *^ I 
did not know you Were both hete^^I did not 
mean to interrupt — ^what I have to fay will 
do as Wdl anotlier time." And lie went out. 

"He thought tO have found you here 
alone, I fuppofe ;»* faid my mother, " and 
was coming to apologize for his behaviour/* 

I made no anfwer.— I was perfyaded from 
his appearance, that was not his errand He 
bad probably come within fight of the door 
a/let tny mother had entered it ; and feeing 
tnc apparently go in alone, in defiance of 
his admonitions, had farther exafper^ed him ; 
and he came to purine the quarrel: but I 
would not fay fo to my mother, who was 
already but too much difpleafed withf him, 
and made very uneafy by it. 

You will believe, that I paffed but an un- 
comfortable day. 

In the evening I received a note from him, . 
3 
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** begging a thoufand pardons for his warmth, 
and intemperate behaviour. He cfould not 
exift under the fenfe of having offended mc 
— ^would I forgive an error which proceeded 
from excefs of love ? — might he throw him* 
felf at my feet to-morrow morning ?** 

I anfwered, that his being fetisfied of the 
injultice he had done me was atonement fuf- 
ficient, and that, if he would comeimmedi-. 
ately, he (hould be convinced by the cordi- 
ality of his reception, that I forgave^him with- 
out farther explanation. 

He came : pur daily fet was here. He 
looked agitated — ^but no notice was taken, 
and every thing went on in its ufual way^ 
only my mother was very dry to him. 



Julyihe^d.^—lUidj Bdfont has taken a very 
pretty hpufe at Secheron.* — You will re- 
coiled it 5 ^t was inhabited by the ehargS 
(t affaires y R — \ two years ago ; and- (he 
has a fpare bed in it for me^ as Q\t cannot 
bear the thoijight, . ihe"" fays, of being always 
obliged to p«rt with me at the early hour of 
fhutting tha town gates. 

. • A village upon the bofden o£ te like» ftt % littler 
diftaac^ fi^om Geneva* 

0$ 
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She wiihed me to fpend the day with her 
yefterday : but it was the laft of Lady Mary 
Melvile and Colonel Malcolm's being in Ge- 
neva, and I had devoted it to them. 

Mr. Melvile appeared at dinner; but was 
extremely (lately to every one, excepting his 
fitter, about whom he was doubly affiduous, 
ejaculating every now and then to himfelf, 
« Peur Laffie !'* 

He left us immediately after dinner ; and 
from the time we got rid of him, the con- 
verfation was very interefting, unreferved, and 
friendly. It took rather a melancholy turn, 
as you may fuppofe. Lady Mary depended 
upon hearing from me, fhc; faid. — Colonel 
Malcolm had juft left the room. — " And 
though your delicacy, my fweet girl," added 
Ihe, ** has in fome refp^dls thrown a referve 
on your part, in thefe beginnings of ourfriend- 
(hip, I truft to the example of franknefs I 
have fet you, for inducing you to be more 
open in our correfpondence.'* 

I faid it was the firft wifh '6f my: heart, 
to conform to whatever (hd might expeft 
from me. 

" Why then,'* replied (he, ** I expeft, 
that, in writing to me, you Ihould confider me 
4 
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only as the mod difinterefted friend of your- 

felf and Colonel Malcolm ; and as one wIk) 

prefers his happinefs and yours to her own, 

or, I (hould rather fay, who can only now 

enjoy happinefs through your united nieans/'- 

Colonel Malcolm's return prevented her 

proceeding. I prefled her hand, in' affent 

-t» h'er generous injuhftions, and we did not 

.part rwithout a plentiful effufion of tears on 

'both fides* 

They are not to fet out till late in this 
.day J but (he begged I would not call again, 
as fhe could not bear taking leave in the 
moment 6f fetting out. 
. I am expefting the Colonel every inftant— 
I wifli the parting was over* 



It ?> over, my deareft brother,: — ^and he is 
gone.— ; 

I have not fpixits to add any thing more to-- 
day* 



' 4M.— I was fo unwell yefterday, as to be 

obliged to go to bed. I am better this 

morning -, but cannot yet compofe my fpirits* 

I know not how to' defcribe to you, 

Henry, what I feel upon this feparatiori. lA 
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the firft place, it forcibly brings back to n^ 
mind all the fuffe-jngs of a ftill more pjainfiil 
one, that happened two nionths ago. Can it 
be but two months ? I Ihould deem it years, 
iF I meafured it cither by my regrets, or by 
the variety of circumftances that have oc- 
curred. 

Colonel Malcolm has in many refpefts 
fupplied your place, my beft friend : he has . 
watched, over me — guarded me — entitled 
himfelf to my utmofl gratitude, my moft 
affeftionate efteem, my unbounded confi- 
dence : and all thefe are his in their fuUefl: 
fenfe.^— 

But now I am j^in left alone, with the 
additional difficulty of feeling myfelf bound 
to ope, who, perhaps, has rather too much of 
diftrufl in his difpofition, either for his own 
happinefs or mine ; who^i I have not yet had 
^time perfeftly to convince of the integrity pf 
my heart, fo as to obtain that firm reliance 
upon my faith and honour, which can alone 
enfure us peace. 

My mother, more atdwcdly hoftile to bim 
fince this laftdifcovery of the fufpidonand 
warmth of his temper, is not inclined to enter 
into the views, which oujgkt alone, in future, 
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to aduate my condyA.— I am, therefore, 
thrown wholly upoa the guidance of my in- 
^experienced j udgmpnt. Guarded by my inte - 
grity from any fear of going adually wrong, 
I yet have the dread of being drawn into the 
appearance of it : for I fee " G«far*s wife 
muft not even be fufpeded. " 

Colonel Malcolm yefterday made' every 
proteftation of the moft paffionate love — ^the 
moft perfed efteem. He trufted entirely 
to Jny fincerity^ — he relied implicitly, upon 
my avowed preference for him ; — and " O," 
faid he, " recoiled — recoiled, Louifa, that 
my whole exiftence is bouiid up in you. Will 
you write with the feme opennefs, thut you 
have ever fpoken to me ? will you enable me 
to judge of every thought and feeling of your 
ingenuous, unfufpicious mind ? that I tnay, 
equally at a diftance, as when near, ftep in 
between you and every <ianger ?" 

•* Indeed I will, Cdonel Malcolm ! I have 
not— -I never can have a thought, that I would 
wifh to conceal firom you," 

^^ Will you forgive any uneafinefs I may 
jiave occafioned to you ?'* 

•* I have already forgiven — I cannot mif- 
take the motive/* ^^ 
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". Will you regret — will you think of the 
wretched Malcolm ? for wretched indeed I 
ipuft now be, till I behold you again." 

" Let my tears fpeak for me 5 — I can find 
jno words.'* 

He feu upon his knees— clafped me in bis 
arms — fobbed. At length darting up, "I 
muft, — I muft tear myfelf away.** He ran 
out of the room. 

My mother met him in the veftibule ;— 
He took both her hands and kifled thetn; 
" O do not— do not be my enemy ! you 
know not what a miferable wretch I am ^y 
and, without giving her timQ to anfwer, he 
ran out. 

He had forgotten his- hat — his cane — (be 
lent them after him. , William faw him ftep 
into the carriage ; but he took no notice of 
him. — He feemed abforbed in thought.' 

Yet, why, my Henry, (hould he be fo very 
wretched } his abfence is but for a (bort 
time. The woman he honours with his affec- 
tion has devoted her life to him. Still the 
uncertainty of his ever being enabled to claim 
that promife ; the poffibility of being detained 
months in humiliating folicitation, and per- 
haps difappoin ted at^lafts — ^my mother fo 
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avowedly contrary to his withes ; — true in- . 
deed, Malcolm ! you Jiave but too much 
caufe for unhappinefs. 

- 1 am very, very low indeed, my ISeloved 
friend, O that you were here, to help me' ta 
underftand my felf ! 



6///. — Lady Belfont came yeflerday and 
invited herfelf to flay the day with us. Lady 
Barbara, was gone in a party upon the lake 
with Madame d'Urtifej— they became ac- 
quainted at the play. 

The fight of Lady Belfont was balm to my 
wounded mind. 

" I fee, my love, that you are unhappy,** 
faid (he, " and I partly know the caufe ; but 
I am too warmly interefted in you, to be fatis- 
fied with the- partial information, that has 
been given me. I muft have you forget how 
lately we have become acquainted : recoiled, 
that I am the adopted daughter of Lady Ri- 
v^rfdale's beft friend, and let that tettimony 
ftand me inftead of fome months* intercourfe; 
anticipate the moment of that confidence, . 
which would naturally flow from our longer in- 
timacy : for, the folidity of your underftanding 
feems to fink the difference between our ages i 
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and you have taken fuch entire poffeffion of 
my afFeftions, that it is kppoflibie your feel- 
ing heart (hould not in time make me fomc 
return. Truft me, m the meanwhile, upon 
my own teftimony : I will never give you 
reafbn to repent of it." 

I threw my arms about her neck, while 
te^rs of gratitude dreamed from my eyes. 
** O, my dcareft Lady Belfont 1 it ^villte the 
pride of my life> to m^erit this -exceffive good- 
nefs ; my heart Icemed to exptind to yourt^ 
from the firft ' moment I beheld you ; and I 
ftrould have been a morticed, tmhappy crea- 
ture, if I had not found favour in your fight. 

** Indeed you are iu little danger of ever 
finding yourfelf that mortified creature with 
2iny one ; even Lady Barbara, who is not over* 
indulgent in her judgments, does you jufticc 
in her way ; only you are rather too good for 
her, (he fays, or at leaft williing to be thought 
fo, and that is worfe.*' 

^^ I wifh I deferved 'part df Lady Barbara's 
accufation', I don't mean that ofhypocrify: 
but ypur Lady (hip will fopn find, when you 
read my heart, as you kindly tell me you 
wifli to do,, how" far I am from being too 
good/* 



Miss RIVERSDALE. 3O7 

" Well, open the book, my love, and let 
me judge.'* ' 

" I don't know where to begin." 

« Why, at the firft page, to be fufe ; Or 
even with the preface, if you choofe it." 

^* That will make a long ftory of it, ma- 
dam." 

** I have nothing half fo interefting to do, 
as to attend to it, Mifs Riverfdale." 

" Call me Loutfa, then, and that will -en- 
courage me to femili?irity," 

** My fweet Louifa ! come, Itt me be your 
fecocdf niothtr, the n^otfrer of your choice,. 
I ftrnU ttnulate Lady Riverfdaie in affedlion ; 
but not bdng quite (b advanced in years as 
(he is, my ideas may perhaps coincide more 
readily with yours, and make me more fufcep* 
tiWe of enterrng* into your feelings, than (he 
probably might think it right to feem to do ; 
fon with all poffibl© goodnefs in Lady Ri- 
verfdolfe's appcamnc^, I can perceive there is 
a little maternal ^fterity about Ker, that 
keeps you fometinvcs at a diftance^ when your 
heart would pron?pt you to draw near." 

" Have you already, my deareft madam, 
difcovered th^ ? how penetrating you are 1 
how much Should one fear you, if on$ had 
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any thing to hide ! You have perhaps hit upon 
the only fault, to be attributed to my mother. 
She is one of the nobleft and beft of women ; 
but (he does fometimes throw me off, when 
my heart wants moft to .lean to her, and I 
fear that may, in more than one inftance, have 
driven me wrong. But you will now judge 
for me, my dear Lady Belfont ; and, if you 
vouchfafe me your advice, you (hall find hoir 
thankfully I will upon all occafions follow it.** 

I then told her every particular of my fitiH 
ation with Colonel Malcolm. She afeed 
many queftions, for more minute infbrmatiod, 
as I went on ; (lie did juftice to the noble 
parts of hisxharadcr"; (he (hed tears for poor 
Lady Mary ; (he had never met with another 
in (lance, (he faid, of fuch (imple, unaffeded 
greatnefs of mind. But when I came to re- 
peat the converfation, in which ftie unfolded 
to me the natural jealoufy of his tetnper, and 
relate my fubfequent engagement, tg him, 
(he exclaimed, " O good God t Louifaj— 
and have you bound yourfelf ? I cannot bf^r 
the thought P' 

" My deareft Lady Belfont, was I not 
bound in honour and gratitude before? the 
mere words of a promife only were wanting > 



MISS RIVERSDALE. 309 

and I took that flep, to guard againft the very 
jealoufy fhe had warned me of." 

" Nothing will ever gua:rd you againft it, 
my love — you have tied yourfelf down to 
be miferable; O that Lady Mary could have 
engaged his atFedions !'" 

I felt hurt, and I fuppofe looked fo ; for, 
checking herfelf, (he added, "I beg your 
pardon, Louifa;'! am judging too haftily 
perhaps — folicitude for your welfare drew 
what I have faid from me ; but I am open 
to conviction; let me hear the remainder.'^ 

I candidly told her all, not even omitting 
his diflike to Lady Barbara. 

" And now you have been fo very hdneft, 
my charming girl, I think I need' not hefitate, 
to aik you one queftion more. — Does your 
diftrefs arife wholly from M^lcplm^s ab- 
fence?'' 

" And from the fear of not conducing 
myfelf entirely to his latisfaAion — indeed it 
does!'' 

*^ You are really then determined, to run 
every riik, in giving hini your hand ?" 

" I appeal to yoirr Ladylhip, whether, 
after the folemn promife given, I can even 
allow myfelf to confidcr it as a queftion.'^ 
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** Why, to fpcak candidly, in true ho- 
nour and delicacy, I am afiaid not ; and yet . 
I could almoft wiflb, you thought lefe confci- 
entioijfly upon this occafion.** 

" Indeed, Lady Bclfont, you do not know ^ 
half Colonel Malcolm's great and good qua- 
lities, or you would not be fo n*uch his 
eneiny/' 

" Well, my dear, I will fay no more upon 
theXubjeft, then; and we muft endeavour, 
to make the beft 6f what cannot be remedied : 
in this fituation therefore, you have no choice 
loft, but tb^t of conforming in every re^eft 
to what vou fiippofe he would require of 
you, if he were here.'* 

. " Of this I am perfeftly ienfible, and it is 

" what makes me fo anxious for your Lady- 

fhip's prudenf advice,. which, if yoy encour^ 

me to refort to it, I will never take a ftep^ 

without." 

** Depend. upc» me, as far as^ my judg- 
ment can go, on every occafion ; and in the 
fkft place, ^ Louifa^ I am fure it is fcarcely 
neceflary, to point oiat, th^ji panleticecills up-- 
on you, not to encourage the intim^y ft-ince 
PoKnfky fctms folicibous for,. He is an ami- 
able, good young man> whom I haye long 
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intii»ately kaowo, from hh havii^ been re- 
connnended to Lord Belfont *s. care at Turin j 
and I never few any thing in him^ ^but what 
was equally to the credit of hjs heart and his 
underftanding : at the fame tiaie, 1 believe his 
head might be kd aftray by a lefs attratSlive 
iempter than yourfelf ; and therefore an inti- 
ma^cy m^ht be aitteoded with real danger, 
indepeodentjy ©f CdonctMaJcolm^s difplea- 
Yui:e-V - 

^ Certainly, Madaen, I would wi(h to , 
avoid n^eeting hu» altogether^ if poiEble." 

" Tbaitv my love, caonet wdl te, in fo 
confined a circle as we move til here, and par» 
ttcularly from his intiamcy ia my fexnily — 
aad any afieded referve or flayncfs on ypur 
^ part would expofe yom to fome Httle degi^ 
of ridictile, after what has already pafled be^ 
t ween you, and be as wrong on the one hand, 
as too much encouragement would be on the 
other. But, fteded as you arc by your 
aifedion far Malcolm, and guatded by vbjp 
uncommon good feafe, yon will readily ftrike 
Cftit.fueb a naode of conduit vrith hinj, as 
wiU cffeft:uaHy draw tlic line agaioft all con- 
fidential linteccourfe^ which might impercq>» 
tibly l«d you oa teyond wljal you yourfelves: 
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would be aware of; at the fame time that 
you need not deviate from that general eafc 
and cheerfulnefs, which is fo natural in you 
to every one/* 

** I fliould think. Lady Belfont, we had 
better not admit him here as a vifitor ?" 

** I do not fee, after the liberty Lady 
Riverfdale has given him, that you can very 
well avoid it, without giving him more con- 
fequence by the exclufion, than you would 
choofe ; but by no means let him get a footing 
of intimacy in your houfe-— only receive him 
as you do all the relpedable foreigners in 
Geneva." 

I thanked her a thoufand times far her 
kindnefs, and cannot exprefs to you how my 
heart is relieved by it. O, my Henry ! I now 
again begin to feel fafe, as when I had you 
to fly to, and am certain I (hall not go 
wrong. 

Lady Belfont is quite charmed with the 
account I have given her ofyou. She knows 
Madame de Sainval, admires your fortitude 
and power over yourfelf there — fays (he is a 
moft enchanting little creature, and as good 
as fhe is charming. So we thought, you know; 
but it is fatisfadory to have one's opinions con* 
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firmed by fo judicious an obfervcr as Lady 
Belfont ; (he; hopes you will give me le*ve to 
ftiow her^ your letters^-lKe mud &e better* 
acquainted with you, (he fays ; you will have 
noobjedion^ I am fure, my dcareft brother^ 
I cannot help being a little gratified, 
H^ry,' that lihould have judged fb much 
more fairly of my new acquaintance, than 
Colonel Malcolm has done. Lavater for ever ! 
aud J think he will take Lady Belfonfs word, 
though he would not mine. - 



7/A.-r-Lad^ 'Belfont has infifted lipon my 
mother's allowing me, to fpend to morrovnr 
.with l>er at SechewJn, and flay there till the 
Jj€^t;day; for Ihe will not part with me ifv 
th€! evening; and, we are .to make a trial, of 
thpfe little unfortunate duets, Sec, whicl> 
brought, me into fuch a fcrape; 

Lady Barbara will bring Madame d'Urtifc 
and th^ir fuite home from the play ; and it is 
to be^ a very gay party. 

Mrs; Freeman, the Dean, and general 
Potfaixhave pngaged, to make up my mo- 
thers reterfiS'^ fo I fliairgo with a quiet 
confcience. - r- 

. VOL.. I. : . :j» , 
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9M.— I am returned from Secheron, my 
dearcft br<rther/ and find my nK>ther quite 
well. ' ' 

The day pafled deli^tfully,^ in the moll 
comfortable tite k tMt with X^y Belfoflt, 
who rife$ upon me every moment. 

The garden is pr^ty, and commands 
a beautiful view of the Lake, us ycu vi^U 
recoUeA ; but (he has impvored it very much, 
by contriving to fprm fome charmingly retired 
feats, furrounded by groen-houle plants— 
ihe is as fond of a gar-den as I am, and was 
much pleafed to find I iiad a turn for 
botany. 

I found her bufy amoog her flower pots, 
difpofing them to the beft advantage^ ad 
when (he has tired faerfelf with gardening) 
(he fays, (he likes to fit and work or read out 
of doors : that, you know, is one of my ^^ 
enjoyments too, I told her, if (he would let 
me read to her, while (he wocked, it would be 
an inexpreflible indulgence t» me. There 
was nothing (he liked bettier^ — that was the 
only thing, in which Lady Barbara foitcd 
her, whodctefted work, (be (aid, but would 
reaft aloud by the hour ; but then it wai 
always lying, either upon her b^d, pr upon 
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her fofa; a flight fliare of ill health tiaving 
lerved as an excufe for giving way to her na? 
tiiral indolence, and the foreign cuftom m^k* 
ing it no exclufion to vifitors, (he was hardly 
cvei" at eafe, but when (he could indulge it, 

Liady Belfont's mind is highly improved by 
reading. Every thing, that female literature 
ought to extend to, (he has made her own ; 
and (he has fuperadded all the advantage, that 
feeing muqh, and reflea;ing more, can give^-r 
not, like Lady Barbara, with a view to fet 
hcrfelf off by the difplay, but to treafure up 
in her mind the benefit, and fecure to herfelf 
the ineftimable comfort both of living and 
thinking welL 

Lady Barbara on the contrary, I believe, 
has extended her ftudies to many things, that 
delicacy would preclude the female mind 
from ; and values herfelf upon the honefty/of 
avowing it. Lady Belfont never <iuotes; 
and though her converfation is evidently 
fonned ypon what (he has read, it is from 
haviQg thoroughly digefled and arranged it. 

About nine o'clock came la hande joyeufc ; 
Madame d'Urtife, Lady Barbara, /Lord-. 
Graatin; Prince Polinfki, Mr. Burnaby— 
"^ % 
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the mufical .pradice was eagerly and iiv- 
4linfly propofed. 

I was in hopes, by means of Madame 
d'Urtife, to have gotten off from my part, (he 
being ib much qiore of ah adept in that ftyle 
of mufiq, and equally r^ady with myfelf ia 
fmging ^t Cght; but my propofal was m- 
mediately over-ruled ; flie herfelf, indeed, 
ftreniioufly infilling upon the total impoffi- 
bility of her uttering a note, having a dreadful 
cold; of which, however, there did not ap- 
pear the flightefl fymptom. I had reafon to 
think afterwards, that Mr. Burnaby's not be- 
ing very fond of mufic, aiid her preference fof 
his converfation, were probably the true' mo- 
tives of her declining to take a (hare in it. 

,You cannot imagine what a charming 
. mufician the Prince is. He plays and accom- 
■ panics admirably, and lings with .infinite 
tafte.and expreffion, though without much 
voice. . 'He has befides aecuftomed hinifelf in 
Italy, to improvifare both words and mufic; 
and he will compofe whole fcenes of an opera, 
recitative and all, without a moment's he- 
fitationi in a very extraordinary manner. 
Were they committed to paper, perhaps 
neither the poetry nor the mufic might ftaiid 
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the tcft of-criticifm ; but to the lear they'atje 
charming. Add to all this a tklent, wliich I 
believe is very peculiarly his own ; you majl 
lay any thing before him, either in. verfe or 
profe, provided there be fentiment in it, and 
he will give you the expreffion of it upon tho 
piano forte, without the affiftance of words^w^ 
He played the fufferings and death of the 
poet Haller, till he threw fome of us into 
t-ears. He. afterwards took up a newfpaper^ 
that happened to be lyii% about, and reftoredj 
us to mirth again by the drollery, with which he 
played the paragraphs, advertifements arid all. 
Lady. Barbara faid, laughing, L wi(h ho 
would confute Lord Grantin*s argument in, 
fevour of Mctaftafio, by pkying fome of 
Homer — ^The book was opened at one of the 
battles s and one could hardly have con-, 
ceived the poffibility of conveying an idea, 
as he cftd, of the different modes of death 
fo varioufly defcribed* The parting of Hector 
and Andromache was more eafy ; though the) 
fright of young Aftyanax at the hejmet re- 
quired fome imagination. — In ll)ort, ^ he 

• The editor has underfteod that the late Lawl)^ Ha- 
milton poiTefled this talent in an eminent degree, h " 

P 3 
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nailed us tp our feats for two hours after 

fupper; and I hardly rccolkft ever to have 

been fo much entertained^^and all that he 

does, too, is fo perfedly free from affeftation, 

and fo evidently meant to pleafe, that it 

cannot foil of its effed, even with thofe who 

are not qualified to judge of his performance. 

Lady Belfont had fome pretty Englifli 

lines, which (he defired him to fet to mufic ; 

but not being fufficientjy matter of the lan- 

guage^ he laid the tmphafis wrongs Lord 

Grantin faid, hc.wafe very fure I could do it, 

if I pleafcd ; for he had heard me fing fcvcral 

things of my own compofitiop, that were 

pieno di guft&*. I rather wiftied to decline 

the attempt; but Lady Barbara obferving, 

with a farcaftic fneer, that the lines were not 

half pathetic enough for Mifs Riverfdale, I 

was provoked^ to fit down immediately to the 

inftrument, and compofed a little air, which 

they all faid was well adapted ; the words are 

cert^oly^ pretty. I tranfcribe them for youv 

The dew-drop Ihines on yonder flower. 
In fleeting fplendor gay ; 
h boads the glitter of an hour« 
Stol*n/rom a tranflent ray. 

• Replete With talle. 
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So Uf^s enchantmeat psiftts the ixuud» 
Bids fair delufions rife ; ' 

Bat foon idea.! beaaties fade> 
And paffion^s vapoar flies. 

See Ffiendflfif like the diamond &ine» 

With inmate laftre bright ; 

It cheers us by a beam diyinej 

And fcoms a borrowed light. 

From mental beauty friendihip grow^ 

Strong at the diamond's ray \ 

jLove> like the (hort liv'd dew-drop glovrs» 

That twinkles on the fpray. « 

The Prince took down the notes in pencil, 
ms I played the air, and promifed to iifk them 
over for Lady Bclfont this morning ; and, if I 
would give him kave, he would alfo bring 
me a copy of it, 'for he found it neceflary to 
feek pleas, he faid, for obtaining " Us entrhs 
chez Miladi River/dale^ dant le ehdteau 
meparoitphis ou maim inaccefible'"'.^* 

" Not in thcieaft," I anfwered, •'we had 
unluckily been from home both the times he 
had don^ us the honour of csdling, but 
flioutd be very glad to fee him.** 

He hoped I had not been offended at th^ 

* Admiffion at Lady Riverfdale's, whofe ch^teao 
appears to a certain degree inacceflible. 

P4 
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liberty he iiad taken of fending the lines 
my voice had inlpired him with ^ by encIoCng 
them to my Lady he had endeavoured to 
guard againft every appearance of impro- 
priety. , . 
. I faid, he did me honour, and my mo- 
ther and I had joined in admiring his poetic 
talents. 

If they had afforded me an inftant's f)lea- 
fure, he (hould fet more vahae upon them, 
than ever he had done before. 

I had endeavoured at fupper, without 
aflfedation, to avoid fitting next him, by 
taking Lady Belfont's arm, and going to the 
feat between her and Mr. Burnaby : But/ 
following quick, he exclaimed, ^^'Ah! 
deux dames enfimhle ! c^eji impqffible ! ily a 
iQtig terns quej'aiVhonneuTd'itre le cava- 
xiER^ SERVENTB de lUiladi Belfont ji et 
cffxtriment ce n^efi pas dans de moment a\ 
que je renoncerai aux droits que ce titre me , 
4onne *j" in faying which, he flipped irr be- 
tween US- 

. * Haf twoUdics togtJthcr !— that's impoffible. I 

have a long time had the honour of being the ca^alicre 

Jev<v€nte of Lady Belfont; and certainly on this oc.cafion 

^ 1 ihall not forego the rights, this hpnoarable iituation 
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He threw out two or' three hints, glancing 
at Colonel Malcolm, about whom he feenaed 
to wilh for more information ; but I warded 
off the fubjeft. 

One thing he faid was, thai, he hoped I 
gave bini credit for his difcretion the other 
evening at the Tre'illey in not forcing his 
converfation upon me, when I feemed de- 
firous fo (hun it— ^w'// croyoit rrCavoir de^ 
vinery and that he wiftied tofliow me hoW 
difmtereft^ly he could condudt himfelf. : 

I felt lembarfaffed, and fooliftily anfwefed, 
that I did not knqw what he meant. 

' Ah ! dans ce moment ci vous n^Hes 
pasjinctre\car vous me comprenez de rejte^. 

Recojrerini^ a little, I anfwered, that the 
be ft proof he could give me of that difcretion, 
which he boafted of, would be in avoiding 
thofe fubje Jts, that forced me to infincerity. * 

He bowed fubmiffion, and faid no more. 

Madame d'Urtife held forth at fupper, as 
if (he wiftied to make amends ^for having 
withdrawn herfelf fo much from the reft of 

* He thought he had guefled my wifh. 

t J«ft now you are 'not quite flncerej for you 
pretty well undcrftand me. . 
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thfc compwy before i^for (he had retired to 
a windo^r, where (be and Mr. B\xmaJbj had 
continued whifpermg during the whole of 
the pradice. She made fome divertii^ ob- 
renrationsy intermued'with a prpfufion of 
nonfenfe^ which, the Prince archly whiipered 
LAdy Belfont and me, ieemed to, couler de 
fqurce*. 

Lady Barbara faid, after they were gone, 
^ ihe 13 a eharttiiog creature— (he is fo very 
naturaL*' 

** One would almoft be tempted to wifli^ 
her a little leis fo," Lady Belfont anfwered. 

She had been Tcry much prefled, to take a 
Ihaiyc of my bed, iiailead of goipg to the ioaf i 
but ftte perfifted m preferring the inn. 

I^y Belfont is by, ao means-plea(cd with 
hen ^ She h ^ (illy, j^ddy w<«uaii, I ism 
afraiJ,'* faid, (be iiQ rae thi^ mwmog. 

I was fuiprirpd ^t any timg fb hiuffh from 
feer, aiid anlweml, *^ She is ^od-^iuiKdiired, 
but unthinking, I believis/' 

♦* you ire wittiflg to jpiak^r tfee beft^jbefe 
Louifa ; but (he mud go a little beypnd want 

» J?lbw &GMP aatiwe^ 

t There is no returning ji)iK> ^Ort^W aftcrifif fUlH 
are (knt, without applyiiy 10 the c^Munaadant. 
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of thought, te ^poft IMclff as[ (he <iQ6S,;with 
a faaarried maa." . . 

^* A miMTicd mftd I goocj hcuveR? ! is. Mf. 

^Qos not koow it r* 

^ I Ihould think (h« m^ft,*' wpM fli^i 

*? fnun bor intimacy with hisi p^rty, wh^ I 

iftK>xild {q hutumlly, ta tha go^rfe of cpmmc^ 

converfation, mention it. He marfi^ f fright- 

fill oW woman for h«r fprtvn^, tp whojp he 

behaved ^$ (he fni^ht h^vQ e^pe£te(j h^ 

would i that is, he, hft her the moment he 

had gotten pofli^fliQn ^ h^r property, and }i^ 

been abroad ever (ince, amufing himfelf at her 

^Kpenfir, and d^ing foolifh things whefpyer ' 

he has gone. He 13, ^ yQu fiee, very h^(\- 

.fi^me; and you h^ve f» ^rtain)y peFceiye^^ 

that he b vary ny^ajc s ^d tp thi^» th^j; he ^ 

wrongheadcd and viplfRt, by whiph h?fp8y 

combinatton he i% conft^ntly getting himielf 

into fcrapes. I cannot thipk hPMT Barhfu^ 

could be fo unguarded, a? to pic)^ hiP^ ^' 

heie ; 6x we ftudiiwfly «void^ hw if» It^f* 

And let n>e a& ycm, bjT tbie by? » ipy love, h9W 

it ha^Jens, that you (houJd l?e foi^tffi^te wit|^ 

a woiii»B, ^ uniikc you ia eygry FpT^^ ?" 

p6 
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• I explained ta her* the connedipn be* 
tween Madame d'Urtife's father and mine 
abroad, • and the obligations he had laid him 
tinder, which madd it impoffible for ipy m(K 
ther to avoid receiving Ke^ at hist requcft, 
ki. her prefent unproteded ftate,^ even into 
our family, if ihe had chofen it ^ butj fortu- 
nately for us, (he did not incline to fubmitto 
^hatibrt of reftraint. ' 

Lady Belfont faid, this accounted for what 
had more than once puzzled her, fihce' (he 
had feen us ; and it was a provoking thing, 
to be hampered with fo undefirable an inti- 
mate^ 

I replied, that (he feemed very well inclined^ 
ta relieve us from the burden of her com- 
pany ; that \Ve feemed to Tuit her tafte as 
little as (he fuited ours ; for that fince her 
i*t4>m from Laufanne (he had never been 
jrtear us. Lady Belfont rejoiced to hear it. 

Prince Pdinfki came in;— he was come ta 
fce^p his word with Lady Belfont, and wilhed 
16 copy my little compo(ition in my pre- 
fence, that, in cafe hei had made any miftake 
ili'noting it down, I might correft* it : for the; 
flighted deviation Woiild bean injyry.toit, 
he -faid' 3 



: Whcrt he unftddcd it, the fri<$;ion cff'his 
pocket had fo^ completely defaced the pen- 
ciliihg, that there was ijo reading iti at all. 
He took^ pen/ and ^immediately wrote un- 
der it >— / . : 

Lc crayon trop leger qui tra9a ton ouvrage, 
S'cft prcfqu* efface dans un jour ; 
' G« n'eft pas cclal dont fe fert I'amotR'^ 
Quand il nous trace ton image*. /\ •, 

How. elegant and pretty, Henry! — I felt 
a little confufed, though I don't know ^yhy ;' 
for it was a mere galanteriej that might have' 
been addreffed to any one ; but only it Oc- 
curred to' me at the moment, that Colonel 
Malcolm would not have been pleafed \yith it. 

Might he conduft me home ? he aiked ; 
the day was fo cool arid fine, that he con- 
cluded I ftould walk. 

Lady Belfont, feeing me at a Ibfs, anfwered, 
that fhe was going to convey, me in the cha- 
riot, as we had fome bufihe'fS, that would take 
iis a little out of our way; and was fbiry (he 

* The .flight marks of my pencil. Which traced ypur 
nbtes, are ^linbft effaced in a iinglie day. Not fuch 19 
the pencil^, with which Hove traces your image on our 
heart. , , * \ 
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could not, oa that aceooot, jo&t htm tlie 

Jtraponiin^. 

' He looked difappcMated ; but faid Jic 

would iimte, a fair cqqr of the fong^ whiqh 

he had reftored from recolleftion, aiid htmg 

it to Ladjr Riverfdale's in the evening, if he 

might. 

He was ycry oWiging, I told him, but we 
were not to be at home in the evening. In 
. fo6t we were en^agpd to Mrs. Freeman's j but 
I did not name h^v^ \»^ he taiight think it an ' 
opening for meeting w there. 

He &id no more, and foon after left us. 

JUdy Barbara did not make her appear- 
ance: fl)e breakfafts in bed, and (eldooi 
leaves it till eleven or twelv^e o'clock. 

J feel quite (hocked \j\ r^rd to Madame 
d'Urtife, my deareft brother^ and do nqf: 
know what Ip doj — ^whether it would be 
better to mention the circumftance to her, by 
way- of putting her uppfli h^r guard — but it 
iccm$ taking upon n^yfelf fo ftrangely, for a 
girl like me, to admonifh a woman of thirty. 
I will a»p»t»9» it to my mother : (he will 
ccrtaiiJy t)e the prpperefl: p?r(ipi> P9 interfere, 

^ Foreign buUt chariots luiTe a little firoat feat, fo 
called, which it railed occafionally for a thirdperfen. 



Lady Riverfdale b very unwUliBg to med* 
die in it — flie doubts the chance of doing my 
good. She thinks worfe of Mad^ne d'Urtife, 
than I apprehended, and believes her capably 
of going any length : and where there hi9^ 
ther principle nor fenfe to work upon, what 
good can caution or advice do ? 



loth. — ^We weat to Mr«, Freeman's; and 
who (houki come in, but Prince Poliniki ? 
br<night by Lord Grantin. 

He looked agreeably furprifed at feeing 
me, andf coming up, faid, ^^ chance is more 
£av0ural:^ to me than yoii j^e, for you would 
AOt tell me where your engagement was this 
etening/' 

«* Pid you aik me V' (aid I, a little emhar^ 
ya&d* 

" I wanted topr»ge to tafoe fwh a liberty,** 
faid be J ** bijt if you allow me to do fo, I 
ibail take care* not to let my happinefs reft 
upon chance in future.*' 

Thi^ w^ uttered wi^h a look of fo much 
leaning, that it ieemed to call for n check: 
from me. '* And will you take care alfo/' 
I replied, ^. w&c© yo» wrifee to th* friend 
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ybu defired me occafionally to put you in 
tnindof, to inform her, that you are now fafe 
in meeting a young woman every evening, 
whom you at firft fight deemed it prudent to 
guard yourfelf againft ?*' 

He looked a little abaAied, but anfwered, 
** Surely you are more fevere, than there is 
occafion for ; I haci no idea of denying myfelf 
the gratification of^ being in your company; 
fo long is I do not forget, what I owe to you 
^nd myfelf in it, you would not deprive ni« 
p( fo innocent a fatisfaftion !'* 

I felt, that it might appear like vanity in 
me, to fay any more ; or that he might con- 
ftrue it into fear of myfelf in regard to him; 
though I do not believe he would : he feems 
very free from any conceit of that fort. How* 
ever, I faid, jokingly, *^ you muft be the heft 
judge in that refpeift: I have fliown you 
in the meanwhile, I am afraid, how eafily a 
girl is led,, to fancy herfelf a dangerous crea- 
ture." 

•* Ah ! you run no rifk of going beyond 
the truth, in regard to yourfelf there, -* ex^ 
claimed he. 

They had fat down* to cards, -and Lord 
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* Grantin went away *; fo that the Prince and 
I remained in a fort of tHe-^-Ute. I dfew 
near the card-table. 

He requefted my attention to fomething. 
very interefting to a younger filler of his, 
which he (hould be glad of my opinion upon.; 

I told him, I thought Lady Belfont much 
better qualified than, my felf, to give advice. 
in any matteir.of importance. 

If I decpie^ him too pr^fupiing, or that. I, 
cjiftrufted him, he had done; but he owned, 
he had fet hb heart upon obtaining my friend- 
fhip, and proving hrmfelf not unworthy of it ; 
and while his wifhes were fo.very bl^fliel^fe, 
I^ did not fupppfe^ I <:opl(i barje. any reafon 
for drawing back from them : he had already 
feen enough of me, to becei-tain I was equally 
above affedtation or prudery. 

,•• The reader will doubtlefs te ftruck with many 
little negligences in Louifa*s dyle, ^gai^ft which ijie 
would probably have guarded had (he expeifled her 
correfpondence would have been fubmitted to anyother 
eye, than that of a partial brother. The mixture of 
apjpeals to her brother, and cSinvaffings of her own - 
thoughts, may alfo juftly bd^^pted againft,. as npt bje- \ 
longing to journal writing : but it was her mode, and 
therefore has been refpeded by the editor, who might 
have deftroyed both the charafter and the flamp of 
originality, in the attempt to make it more cqrrea. 

The Editor* 
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I faid^ 1 hoped I was ^ but I believed the 
woiid was not; alway^ inclkie^ to be indul- 
gent to a friendly iiitimacy between very 
young people^ and, circumftanced as he knew 
me to be, I was fure he would not wifh me^ 
to jM^voke its cenfure. 
^ He would facrifice himfclf in any (bape, 
rather than expofe me to it ; but, guarded 
and furrounded as he always faw m^, and 
{landing high in the Opinion of all that knew 
me, I might fet detradtion at defiance : and 
therefore he. repeated his requeft, that he 
might confult me as a brother upon this 
occafion. 

What could I fay, my dear brother ? how 
could I avoid liftening to Tiim,' without in- 
curring the very imputation, he had juli fet 
me above? 

I returned to the tsjble by the window, 
where I had been at work, and he entered 
into a circumftantial detail relative to this 
lifter, who has got into a fituation of fome 
difficulty, which he is anxious to extricate 
her from. You would have been pleafed 
with the fentiments he exprefled ; fo much af-^ 
fedion for his fifter ! fo fenfible 1 fuch maniy, 
true feeling ! be more than once brought 
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tears into my eyfes, by recalling /my beloved 
brother to my' mind. He had written her a 
letter of advice, which he rcquefted me to 
look over,. and which would do honour to 
any heaed^ and any heart. 

I could only agree in all he had faid and 
done : there did not appear to me, to remain 
any thing to be fuggefted. He feemed highly 
gratified with the approbation, which I tefti- 
jfied, indeed which it wa5 impoflStble to with- 
hold from him. He is truly a very amiable 
young man, and I feel quite anxious, to open 
Colonel Malcolm's «yes about him. ' Noble 
and honourable as he is himfelf, he mud love 
thofe qualities in others^ and if once his 
doubts and fears^were removed, he muft allow, 
that the choice of fuch a friend as Prince 
Poliniki is a credit both to one'3 heart and 
judgment. 



nth. — I have made a difcovery I little ex* 
pedled indeed, my dear brother. Colonel 
Malcolm^s fufpicions are intolerable ; — this is 
a humiliation, I was not prepared for — ^but 
you (hall judge, what I ought to feel upon it. 

I had defircd of Catherine, that the inftant 
Javottc might fafely venture into the air, (he 
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Ivould bring her to us, wlfich (he d'}d this 
morning; and immediately began apologi- 
fing for the Colonel!s having broken in upon 
us in her room the other day; adding, (ha 
did not believe he knew We were there; for 
till then he had always inquired firft, before 
he would come in. With much aftonifliment 
to find he had been ia the pradice of going 
to her houfe, I aiked what his bufinefs with her 
might be ; — could you have believed it ? — 
to fift her in regard to the frequency of my 
vifits , there, and afcertain whether Javotte- 
was the real and only motive for theni ; and 
to endeavour to bribe her, to comtnunicate^ 
to la Grange, during his ab fence, any meflagcs 
or notes, that might be left with her for me; 
wh^ch the good creature rejedked, and, per- 
fedly .unconfcious of his meaning, in the af- 
fedionate limplicity of her hearty ;boaftcii,' 
that ail our fervants (and Joe in particular) 
were too tnuch attached, to fuffer any one 
from out of doors to do any thing of that 
fort for me. This had probably fuggefted to 
him the degrading thought, that Joe might 
be a dangerous perfon to leave about me; for 
•I inftantly recbllefted a propofal be had made 
a verjr few days before his departure^ that roy . 
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thother fhould recommend Joe to Lord Gran- 
tin as a means x)f advancement; and that 
upon Joe's rejedting the offer, and declaring 
h,e would not leave us upon any confideration, 
Colonel Malcolm had betrayed vexation as 
well ks difappointmcnt, which at the time I 
took little notice of, but which now forcibly 
and painfully recurred to me. 

To be thus cruelIy-*-thus meanly fufpedted 
of duplicity, of want of principle— of art — 
at^ moment too, that he was affuring me of 
his reliance upon my faith and fincerity^ — • 
when I was making every facrifice to con- 
vince him of them— to have this old la 
Grange placed as a fpy over me. 

My heart is ready to burft with indigna- 
tion. I muft have recburfe to Lady Belfoht 
for counfel and relief. 



Henry to Louisa, 
,. *Londot5".«d July* I7^8r*-v 

You may believe, my dear Louift, witfe 
what trembling anxiety I looked for the pac*- 
ket, that has juft reached me — ^and my heart 
finks within me at its contents. — I was. not 
prepared for this precipitate determinatioaof 
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your fate ;~I faw, that you were involving 
yourfelf ih difficulties ;— J trembled a^ the 
. danger, to which your future happinefs was 
expofedy and from t^t very geotlenefs and 
generofity of temper^ by which it ouglit to 
have been enfured. But a decifion of fucb 
moment tt feventcen 1' Had your hand been 
folicited by the very man whom I have cje- 
icribed, endowed with virtue, and blcfled with 
every advantage under heaven, I would have 
0own from the remoteft part of the world, to 
have prevented a hafty promife. ' 

Lady Mary Melvile too, apparently fent 
like a guardian angeU to flep between you 
and your doom, only ferving to accelerate it. 
She — (he was calculated for Malcolm ; and, 
from her age, her knowledge of his charadlcr, 
and her long tried attac^JmeAt, might have 
been happy with him, and made him fo ; — 
riot the youthful, blooming, fprightly Louifa. 
It will be matter of never ceafing concern to 
me, that I was, not at hand, to give you that 
fiipport, which you hac} been accufton>ed to 
«ceive from mc ; and precifely in the mpft 
critical circumftance of ypur life, when ytwi 
wcco in that fort of difficulty an^ perplexity, 
firom vbikh tbfi %yi of » firw»<l might havt 
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extricated you ; — ^for, paradoxical as it may 
jfeem to you, my deareft gb-J, had the very 
enemy, from whom you, at prefent, think your*- 
felf fo iafe, aftudlly furprifed you, I (hould 
not have thought my 8rf>fence ofhalf the 
confequence ; though even in that pafe I 
muft have regretted, both for myfeif^nd you, 
the reciprocal (atiafadiod of leanii^ and being 
leaned upon: but where the more powerful paf- 
fions areengaged, neither advice nor experience 
win avail ; nothing can be oppofed to themi^ 
but the great virtues of the heart, and the 
enei^ of one's own mipd. Heaven forbid, 
that I (hould ever fee your gentle bofom torn 
by fucb mighty conflids ! No ; I will now 
endeavour to hope, that you have, in ypur 
attachment to Colonel Malcokn, felt all that 
you will ever feel of love. Would he had 
been poflefled of a ihiall patrimony at the 
£o6t of fom^ romantic mountain in the PdU 
4e Vakdf there indeed you might heft hav<i 
realized the pi^ure, my imaginjation had 
£b often ^lade for you ^ and I may (ay, that 
in fuch a, retirement you would have be^en 
leaft expofed to the alarming jealoufy^ which 
already is fo manifeft from many parts of 
your jowowil. Th^e^ i^ tkt calm k^ th^ 
5 
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■paffions, your heart expanded by the charm^ 
of jaatute, and the pleafure of diffufinghap- 
pinefs to all around you, you might have 
glided fmoothly along the ftream of domeftic 
life : nor (hould I have faid, that even my 
Louifa bad been wafted, in filling up the 
duties of fuch a ftatibn. 

But this fafer fcene cannot be realized. 
The very appointment Malcolm is folicit- 
ing, and without which he cannot claim your 
ptomife, will- neceflarily throw you into the 
moft extenfive and brilliant fociety : and, 
circumftanced as you are, this muft fubjed 
you to difficulties, that will call for unre- 
mitting caution on your part. Something, 
I allow, there miift be to. contend with iii 
every fi mat ion ; and you certainly, by being 
aware of what you may expeft, can learn to 
(hape your conduft to it. In this inftance 
perhaps Colonel Malcolm may ha,ve the ad'- 
vantage of a younger man : his* charader is 
-ftronjgly marked, and he is no longer of an 
age, when any new faults are to be appre- 
hended : what he is,:he will remain. He will 
not change like fome of my college friends, 
who at thirty retain fcarcely any veftige of the 
difpofition they had at one and twenty. ' 
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You feem perfedly aware, that the moft 
explicit opennefs upon all occafions will be 
your beft guard againft fufpicion ; and your 
ftrong fenfe of propriety, your innate delicacy, 
will of courfe prevent you from falling into 
the foreign freedom of admitting loungers to 
your toilette. I would even fay farther, 
that, in your peculiar fituation, it will be 
prudent, to deny yourfelf to male morning vili- 
tors altogether; but certainly your hu(band*s 
prefence will be' a fufficient fandlion for your 
continuing to prefer, as you have ever 
done, the converfation of fenfible men to the 
trifling amufements of young women. As 
to the friend(hips, as they are called, (though 
the name deceives nobody) which men of 
the world cohtrad with young women under 
twenty, T certainly need not put you upon 
your guard; — I know we are of the fame 
opinion. You recolleft how diverted we 
ufcd to be in conjefturing what little Made- 
leine and the young vvife of d'Epremont were 
advifing their kind friend, the charge d'af- 
faires^ to write to his court about, the ftate 
of politics, or the fecurity of the Geneva 
bank. — I am ready to allow, that a fenfible 
VOL. I. • - Q 
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woman d'un certain age^ who has had long 
intcrcoiirfe with the world, may have that 
readinefs amljuftnefs in her perception, which 
might make the men who are intimate io 
tlie family appeal to her judgment and -<m1- 
vice, in preference to herhufbandV; and I 
do not put in this falvo merely to guard 
againft your fufpefting me of contempt fo 
the fex. You know, my love, I have none 0^ 
that narrownefs : noi becaufe I am too hand- 
fomcy according to your whimfical doArine; 
though I perfedly agree with y<iu they are in ge- 
jieral devilifli ugly fellows, and always difagrec- 
able ones, who adopt the common place railing 
agatnft woman. They give you your revenge, 
however J for thofe, who think all women gal- 
lant, think all men knaves; and your (hare 
of the cenlure may be the better of the twa 
I would fain make my L,ouifa fmile, if I 
could; or rather, I would faio (bow her / can 
fmile through the gloom, which feems to have 
ftolen over this letter ; — for why, after all, 
(bould i deem a fate to be unalterably de- 
cided, which ftill hangs upon the -nK>ft pre- 
carious of all tenures, court favour ? H«d 
Lady Mary Melvilc dropped^ my fifter's doom 
became irrevocable : but heaven, in prefcrv- 
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ing h^r intcreftiDg^ life, may have extended 
its protedlion to more than one angel. I 
will ftill chcrifh a hope, my dearcft girl, to 
which my tmnd is (o natyrally prone, that 
nothing but the extreme anxiety I feel in the 
evervt could havcfo inftantineoufly deadened 
it in my heart; Do hot imagine, that I mean - 
to fatisfy myfelf with giving thefe hurrying 
anfwers to one part only of your charming 
najtatives : whenever I can fnatch a moment, 
I employ it in following you regularly through 
every fubjeft, as if we were in adual conver-- 
fation. I befides keep a journal of occurren- 
ces on my part, which (hall be forwarded to 
you all together as I can find fafe convey- 
ance by private hands- I now, therefore, 
confine myfelf to what is neareft my heart ; 
and what it is indeed fo oppreffed with, I 
could not deny myfelf the relief of uttering. 
N As I write to my mother*,^! (hall bi4 my 
bed friend a hafty adieu. 

Louisa in Answer. 

Geneva, 12th July. 
Ah me! itiy deareft friend! — ^y our letter 
awaited my return from Lady Belfont^s,— 

* This letter k miffing. 
Q 2 
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The depreflion, that pervades it, fprcads its 
contagion over my foul. Moft certainly I 
have been too precipitate j — my kind bro- 
ther's forbearance from reproaches, whilft: 
every word evinces the diftrefs I have brought 
upon him, deepens the fenfe of my error. 
The beft of parents at hand too — could I but 
have brought myfelf, to have had recourfe to 
her in time ! — rafh, inconfiderate girl ! your 
partial indulgence, my Henry, your too 
•good opinion of my fenfe has turned my 
head. —See how very incapable I am of judg- 
ing — of guiding myfelf; — how much I have 
been to blame ! and how unavailing the re- 
gret — -it is now too late* — ther^ is no appeal 
from honour. Do not however maftake me : 
I have not changed my opinion fo far, as to 
give.up my own hopes of yet connecting hap- 
pinefs with my union with Colonel Malcolm^ 
but J grieve to .have it jjo longer in :ni(y power, 
to proveto my brother, that nothing canxome 
into competition in my heart with his wifiies 
and his peace ; andihat I certainly would not 
have facrificed them to Colonel MalcoIm*s, 
could I have forefeen them to befoftrongly 
oppofed. But even Lady Belfont admits the 
promife to be too fscred for re^onfideration. 
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She did not feem at all furprlfed at; the 
difcovery I imparted to Jler. She faid * I 
knew little of jealoufy, if I fuppofed it coa- 
fined to juft grounds, or fcrupulous of run- 
ni.^g into meannefs j that it was the banc of* 
jevery comfort, and perverted the nobleft. 
natures. She immediately forefaw what .mud. 
inevitably happen, from the moment I had. 
infurrned her, that it was natural in. the Colo- 
nel's difpofition* The great difparity of, 
.age3, joined to the confcioufnefs, on his part, 
of what my attachment to him could alone. 
be founded upon,. muft carry it to its highefl. 
pitch- 

** What my attachment to himis founded: 
upon, my deareft Lady Belfont ! furely, up- 
on every fentiment, that can aftuate a good . 
hearty and give him fecurity for my princi-! 
pies.- 

" You think fb,. my dear girl; but 1 ani 
going to be fincere with you to a degree, that 
may perhaps give you pain : yet I will never 
hefitate, where I think it material, to prove 
myfelf your friend. I am already enabled, 
from your uncommon ingenuoufnefs, to judge : 
better of youc heart, than you can do yourfelf ; . 
su)d Colonel Malcolm is enough acquaiiited.i 
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with human nature, to judge of it as 1 do. 
You deceive yourfelf in believing, that your 
attachment is founded upon his good quali- 
ties — you are aware of them, and you revere 
them: but I am going to probe you to tl:e 
quick, Louifa— your attachment is founded 
rn part on your inexperience -, but much more 
on your tanifi/.'^ 

" My vanity. Lady Belfont ! Good God ! 
' do you think fo ill of me ? — then I am fallen 
indeed;" — and the tears gufhed down my. 
cheeks." 

" Indeed I do not think ill of you, my 
love, and I will foon convince you, that I do 
not. You have no more of vanity, than what 
i<j implanted in hutnan nature; but , your 
mother — cxcufe me — -I muft in this parti- 
cular take the liberty to blame her— your 
mother gave it power to injure you, by im- 
fircfling you with a falfe idea of yourfelf. 
The miftaken notion of depreciating your 
per fon in your own eyes * gave the firft man 

* Had thefe letters been intended for the f lAlic, 
Lady Belfont wpald probably have been made to be a 
little more explicit, in pointing out the medium be- 
tween the blame fhe was affixing upbn Lady Riverfdale 
for going too far on the one hand, and the weak^efs of 

3 ' 
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who opened them fuch a hold upon your 
gratefql afFedion, that it was not in nature 
for you to efcape the confequences." 

** And can you fuppofe, madam, that it Xvas 
merely becaiife he gave me a better opinion of 
my perfon^ that I loved him ?'' 
^ " No, Louife, that is not what I mean to 
fay ; — he had worked his way into your good 
opinion before that : but if you had had an 
adequate idea of your owir claims to admira- 
tion, you would not have felt fo very grateful 
for a tribute that was your due; and per- 
haps would have been a little more quick • 
figbtcd as to the felfifti views he might have, 
in wilhing to keep at a diftance the younger 
men that were furrounding you. But yo\i vrere 
accuftomed to hear of him as a man, who had 
. always been deemed irrefiftible by your fex, 

mothers, who, by their filly admiration of their chil- 
, drcn's perfons, teach them to fet tooliigh ^ value upoa 
external qualifications, on the other. Ajudieious parent, 
fleering between thefe two extremes, -would probably 
endeavour, in allonviug of her child's claim to beauty, 
if fhe had rt, toimprefs hermin4 at the. fame time with 
fuch a fenfe of mental fuperiority over pcrfottal attrac • 
tion, as would teach her to hold it cheap. 

Q4 
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and to confider him as wholly out of your own 
reach. His condefcending to attend to you 
at all, therefore, inftantly predifpofed your 
mind in hijs favour: your vanity was flat- 
tered at your becoming an objeft of attention 
to him ; but it concealed itfelf from- your 
own obfervation under all thofe better fenti- 
ments, which he contrived to call into adion 
by the pretended difintereftednefs, which you 
became fuch a ready dupe to. The very firft 
note he wrote you would have betrayed the 
latent motives that aftuated him, to any 
eyes not blinded by the fuppofed impoflibility 
of his being infpired with more tender fenti- 
ments.*' 

** Indeed, indeed, Lady Bclfont, you do 
him injuftice.'' 

** Have you the note about you ?'* - 

" No, I have not." 

" Well then, look at it when you go 
home, with the idea I have now fuggefled ; 
and fee whether it will not ftrike you in a 
different light." 

I inftantly recolle^ied what* you had alfp 
-obfcrved upon that fubjeft, my beloved bro- 
ther, to which, at the time, I paid little at- 
tention, afcribing it wholly to your own par- 
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liality ; but, upon now reading thfe note over 
again, I am aware of the implied meapings, . 
which had wholly efcapedme, and am afto- • 
nilhed at my own ftupidity. 

Lady Belfont went on — •* Truft me, how-^ 
eter, in the mean wbile^for an opinion founded 
bbth in experience" and impartiality : and' i 
now fuffer me— if you can fdrgive the liberties 
my tender concern for you ^ prompts me to » 
take_^'^ 

"Forgive P my deareft madam, how can I : 
ever fufficiently thank you for the friendly 
intereft you- are evincing?'' ' 

" 'Why then I muft proceed^ my deir, to ^ 
kfy open to you fofne more of the recefles of ^ . 
your owa mindj which I have been ftudylng ; 
v^ry carefuHy,- ever fince.you let me read it : 
-fo fairly : and I will now tell you what will' : 
perhaps furprife-you ftill more than any thing 
Iliavefaid before; and that is, that you do* .^ 
not Jave Gjlonel Malcolm, and never have j 
loved* Miwufor^aj^inftant.'* * 

"-YiSa would hot thinkTo,"Xidy^ Belfoht»» , 
ifiyou kaew all the heart-aches he has occa- 
fK>ned mek"^' 

"*He hasgiven you fueh heartraches, Lou- .' 
Q5 
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' ifa^its many 2i friend will do in the courfe'of 
your life, by mifunderftanding.and diftruft/^ 
** Arid is not friendly affei^ion, origina- 
ting in efteem, the only fort of love^ that a ' 
well -regulated mind ought to admit ?" 

" It is certainly the only fort of love, that 
a well-regulated mind (hould ,wi(h to .admit 
for its own happinefs : but, with fenfibility 
fuch as yoursV it will be very difficult, that you 
fliould efcape a much more tormenting, un- 
quiet gu^ft's taking poffeflion of that tender 
bofom/' 

(What an alarming coincidence with my 
Henry's opinions/!) 

," And I earneftly wifti,*' continued (he^ 
"that the moment may be farther off, than 
I apprehend it to be, which will coavince my 
-dear little fceptic (for I fee you do, not give 
credit to what I am faying) of the truth of 
my obfervation/^ 

"^Indeed, deareft Lady Belfont, you terrify 
me to death. The inftartt, that fliould bring, 
fuch a convi6tion to my mind, witt^l hope, 
be the laft of my exiftence : for Icould not 
furvive the idea of my broken faith. Am I 
not pledged to Colonel Malcolm by all that 
a woman ought to hold moft dear — my ho- 
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nour ? I look upoa my word as irrevo- 
cably pafled, whenever he comes to claim it : 
as much fo, as if my vows had been pjightcd 
to him at the altar.*' 

" P my dear Louifa ! there, there indeed 
is the mifery of it— unlefs hei hhnfelf could 
be induced to releafe you.'* 

." Nothing, madam, ought to releafe me. 
I (hould feel myfelf configned to eternal dif- 
grace, if I could even accept of releafe, were 
he to hold it out to me* It would be an in- 
delible blot in my charadler, and I could 
never know peace again. The only objeft 
J muft keep in view is how to obtain that 
confidence from him, which my integrity^en ^ 
titles me to,, and which" alone can give either 
of us any hope of happinefs." 

*' You have but one refource, ,as 1 faid 
before," replied Lady Belfont, ** and that is 
the moll perfed candour and opennefs, upon 
all occafions, and upon every fubjeft; and, if 
thefe do not at length overcome his^ fulpi* 
cions, (and much indeed I fear they will not) 
I have no farther advice to give.'* 

" Shall I write, and tell him what I have 
difcovered, and how my foul is wounded by 
it?'* - 

q6 
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. « I certainly would, my love/' 

" And does your ladyfhip think, that I 
fhould mention Prince Poliniki ?" faid I, 
feeling myfelf colour as I fpoke, in the idea, 
after the hint (lie had given, that fhe might 
mifconftrue my que.ftion. 

" Without doubt, if you have any thing 
particular to fay of him," replied fhe, with a 
very penetrating look. 

I then told her what had paffed at Mrs. Free- 
man's. She obferved it was a pity I could not 
avoid getting upon that kind of confidential 
footing with him: at the fame time fhe ac- 
' quitted me of having gone beyond what the 
circumflances rendered unavoidable;— and I 
judged quite right, fhe faid, in not giving him 
too much confequence by pointedly fhunning 
him : nothing was. fo likely,, to give.rifeto the 
fuppofition of his being a dangerous objert. 
She advifed me by all means to be peculiarly 
explicit with Colonel Malcolm in refped to 

him. , . 

. She kept me to dinner,, promifing to onng 
me home in the afternoon,, and drink tc**ith 
Lady Riverfdale, provided I would, engage to 
go with her to-morrow to Madame du Tour's 
collation and frefcoball, at S^cheron, a* fhe 
iuppofed my mother would decline goin» 
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I would willingly have declined it alfo : my 
fpirits were very low— but (he would not 
hear of it, and infifted upon my promife. 

And here I found your, letter, my beft 
friend, which has not raifedthem. 

It is now one o'clock — ileep will perhaps 
recover me j if not, I Ihall endeavour to dif- 
engage myfelf in the morning. 



Lady Riversdale to Sir Henrv. 

Geneva, 13th July. 
I fnatch a hafty moment, in Louifa's ab:*- 
fence, to confult with my dear fan upon a(r 
confidential propofal made to me by our va-^ 
luable new acquaintance, Lady Belfont, who 
feems to have conceived an almofl maternal 
affedlion for the dear child,. and to partici- 
pate in. -the kindeft manner in the anxiety, 
arifing out of this unfortunate, and, I fear^ 
irremediable engagement. 

Lord Belfont, who was to- have joined 
her here, now writes to defire fhe; would 
meet him at Paris,, to proceed thence to 
England with him. Though there are rea- 
fons for his not wiftiing it to be immediately 
known, that he takes a different route from 
that which was at firft intended, (he liis im- 
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parted it in confidence to me; it having 
occured to her, that Louifa might derive an 
advantage from the change of fcene, if I could 
bring myfelf to bear the idea of parting with 
her for a year, and had a fufficiently good 
opinion of herfelf, to entruft her with fuch a 
treaftire. 

Recommended as (he is by the Dowager 
Countefs of Darly, and pleafed as I am with 
every thing I have feen of her, I can have 
but one objeftion ; and that I honeftly told 
her : for as to bringing my own enjoyments 
into cornpetition with any real advantage to 
my children, it is what I never have done, 
and 1 hope never Ihall do. — But my objedion 
is Lady Barbara Brackly, who certainly is 
by no means a proper companion for Louifa 
to come forward with : and indeed, young and 
Inexperienced as your fifter ip, there is no 
faying what eflfed the conftant intercourfe 
with fuch very free and unreftrained manners 
might have upon her. This I ftated with 
all the delicacy in my power ; but 1 faw Lady 
Belfont was hurt at it. She anfwered, that (he 
acknowledged the force of the difficulty, with- 
out knowing how to remove it. Whatever Lady 
Barbara's fa^ults may be, her being Lord Bel- 
font's niece entitled her to the fame indul- 
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gence and protedlion from her, as if ll>e were 
her own : of courfe, whatever her heart might 
prompt in re^rd to Louifa, (he was boqnd 
to confider her duty in the firft place. I per- 
fedtly affented to what (he &id, and efteemed 
her the more for it : fo here it refts for us to 
determine, whether the advantage to be et^ 
pedted from change of fituation and objeSts^ 
in giving a turn to the dear girfs ideas and 
afFedions,^ may counterbalance the mifchiefs 
to be apprehended from her being ajSbciated 
in the world's opinion with a Lady Barbara 
Brackly. Unlefs the winds prove very ad- 
verfe indeed, there will be time for me t6 
receive yotir fentiments upon this head, before 
any ppfitiyc decifion will be necefTary; a^ 
Lady Belfontexpeds another letter^ previous 
to fixing the time o£ her departure. The 
profpeft of tindmg you in Ei^land (hould 
have no trifling weight in th^ fcale,. both in 
point of advantage and happinefs to Louifa* 
Your guarding her fitft (legs from being mif- 
guided, in a world fo dew to her as Londoa 
will be, may effedually fecure her againft any 
fubfequent danger of contagion from exam- 
ple, and (he may be rriore eminently diffin- 
gui(hed from the contraft^ and, with Lady 
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Belfont's affeftion and experience to watch 
over her, (he can never be in real danger.— 
In (hort, I am rather inclined to make light 
of my own objeftion, but want yourcorro-f 
borating opinion, before I mention the mat- 
ter to herfelf; as 1 fear her delicate confider- 
ation for Colonel Malcolm might lead her 
to rejeft it at once, unlefs I were very decided 
in my determination. She: is not yet aware 
of the blow,.that awaits her in Lady Relfont'si 
departure — every, way it will be a fkuggle;:. 
The weak nqfs of my eyes makes writing^ 
fo^troublefome, that I-.muft confine my felft 
to my fubjeft ; being very fure,.befides, ihaK 
Louifa!s frank and minute communieationsr . 
make you perfeftly^ mafter of every circum^t 
fiance, in regard to herTituation and pB^f-^ 
pe&s, that can .influence, yourt.decifion ei-^ 
ther>way. In. impatient expei^ation.of your^ 
anfwcr, and with unceafing wi&ies and prayers 
formybeloved fon's welfare, Ever his truly. 
Affeftionate Mother, 
Gab.oj.ine.R,ivers;dale. 

TiiE Journal IN Continuation.. 
14M.— Lady Belfoat's taking the trouble* 
of coming to Geneva on purpofe to fetch mc; 
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precluded the apology,! wifhed to ha^ve made 
from finding myfelf really very unwell ; and 
(he was fo perfuaded, that the diforder did 
not reach beyond my (pirits, that (he urged 
me to exert myfelf and go. ■ 

The veiy firft perfon I met with at 
Madame du Tour's was Prince Polin/ki. He 
begged to engage me for a partner.— I wifhed 
to be excufed — I was not well. 

In that cafe he would fit out too; for he 
had only been tempted to dance upon the fight 
of me ; otherwife he would a thoufand times 
rather converfc, 

I thought it would be lefs remarkable to 
dance with him, than to have him fit flill 
with me j fo I agreed to ftand up. 
- There was an expreiSonof uncommon fef- 
tivity in his countenance, which I could not 
help taking notice of. 

** I (hould think from your appearance,'* 
iaid I, " that fomething very peculiarly agree- 
able has befallen you." 

"• There has indeed," anfwered he^ ** In 
the firft place I have pbtained you for my 
partner.*"-^ 

*' Pfhaw — that ' is treating me fo like a 
filjy girl, fiOiing for a compliment — for it was 
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written in yout countenance before you knew 
I was difeogagcd." 

" It muft have added a finifhing polrfti 
though — but I reaHy have received a very 
pleafant piece of intelligence from home. I 
have a brother, who has been rather incon- 
fideratc, and run himfelf into fome pe- 
cuniary difficulties. Upon my being ap- 
pointed to a place of fome little emolument 
at court, I foHcited his Majefty's leave, 
to reCgn my captain*i commiffion to my 
brother, as a provifion for him. I was rc- 
fufed — and, upon my renewirig the applica- 
tion more ftrenuoufly, the king grew angry, 
and anfwered me in a pet, that I might do as 
I pleafed, and take the confeqiiences. I was 
content to abide by them, I faid> in full reli- 
ance upon his majefty's juftice. It was fug- 
gefted to nie, that a more lucrative employ- 
ment was intended for me, which I (hould for- 
feit by my attachment to a brother, of whom 
the king did not think well. I faid he flood 
in the greater need of my affiftance : and, 
as liberty bad been granted me to do as I 
pleafed, I muft be very unworthy indeed, if 
I did not avail myfelf of it, to fecure him a 
competency, in preference to increafing my 
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own income, and I immediately refigned my 
commiflion in my brother's favour. The con- 
fequence was my incurring fuch very marked 
proofe of drfpleafure, that I was advifed toafk 
for leave of abfence, and travel till it fhould 
a little, fubfide. Many months have elapfed, 
witjiout ifiy hearing any thing farther, till this 
very day, which has brought me a letter front 
Count O ■ 5 written by the king's order, 
importing that, tjK>ug;h his majefty had been 
difpleafcd a,t my obftinacy, he could not at 
length but do juftice to my motives i and 
that I have liberty to return immediately to 
Warfaw, to be inverted with my new employ* 
itoeht" 

Are not thefe amiable traits of character ? 
His way of thinking fo frequently calls yours 
to my mind ; and be has fo much animated^ 
innocent gajrefy about him, that I am fure he 
Would^ pleafe you very miK:h . 

He daftces uncommonly well. Somebody 
mentioned the Co/ague^ — Madame d'Urtife 
faid (he knew 1 could dance it.-^I was called 
upon as the only perfon, that could enable 
him to gratify the company with a l^^ecimen 
of it, I was both unwilling, to make fuCh 

*' A Polifh dance. 



35^ LETTERS OF 

an exhibit ion of myfclf, and very much afraid 
I Ibould not have ftrength to get through it : 
I was not fuffercd to decline it, however, and 
we flood up. His perforfnance was inimi- 
table — ^light, graceful . beyond defcription, he 
feemed to float in air. Juft as we were con- 
cluding, my head turned giddy, and I faul- 
tered : he perceived it, and being near me at 
the moment, caught me in his arms; but 
before he could get me to a chair, 1 fainted* 

Lady Belfont fays, that the confufion this, 
foolifli accident produced was very great in- 
deed. A general folicitude and buttle took 
place, while the Prince ftood motionlefe, with- 
his eyes fixed upon my face, and horror ia 
his countenance. 

He was the firft objeA I perceived, as I 
came to myfelf ; and the uneafinefs.I felt at 
feeing him betray emotion, that would be fo 
much pbferved, and fo varioufly interpreted, . 
recovered me quicker than all the applica- 
tions, that were had jecourfe to, could have 
done. I immediately entreated him, to call 
up aay carriage, that was at hand. The found 
of my voice feemed to roufe him frppihi^ 
ftupor; though he did not move.^ 

Mr$. Freeman faid h^r's wa§ in waiting;. 
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but Lady Belfont infifted upon taking me to 
her houfe. 

1 was urgent to be carried home, in the 
fear of the alarm it would give to my mother. 
The Prince faid he would go to my mother 
Jiimielf, and make her eafy, and call upon 
Tiffot, whojuft now happens to be at Geneva, 
and fend him — and was hurrying away with- 
out flaying for an anfwer ; when Lady Bel- 
font flopped him, faying, (he did not think 
liis being the me-flenger was likely to fet Lady 
Riverfdale's mind at reft, and that Mrs. Free- 
man would perhaps have that goodnefs as (he 
went home. As for Tiflbt, (he hoped there 
would be no fort of occafioft for him ; but 
the fooner I was put to bed the better, 
and therefore (he would immediately take 
me to her houfe ; and offering her arm, added, 
^* Come, my love, though it is fo near, we 
will make ufe of Mrs. Freeman's carriage, if 
(he will give us leave." 

I attempted to rife ; but, ftaggering back, 
was near fainting a fecond time — upon which 
the Prince propofed, with the help of one of 
Lady Belfont's men, to carry me by joining 
their hands acrofs in a manner that he would 
Jbow him : it made the ealiefl feat imaginable. 
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he faid, without the ftnaUeft exertion to the 
perfons who carried. 

I entreated. for a little patience, aodwas 
Ture I fliould be well enough prefently, to be 
able to wafk with only the afliftance of an 
arm i and Lady Belfont*s houfe was fo near, 
that it was not worth while to get into a car- 
riage, which would be attended with more 
difficulty th^n walking. 

The Prince inffied I fhould not be able 
to walk, and that I ought not to be allowed 
even to attempt it. He took pofleflTon of 
the place next me, and would hardly let any 
one approach me but himfelf. Lady Belfont 
attempted once or twice to put him by, as 
(he has fince told me, for I perceived very 
little of what was going forward myfelf, an4- 
fl^e^ven hinted to him, that his fo clofe at- 
tendance upon me was improper : but he was 
wholly abforbed in his anxiety, and neither 
heard, faw, nor minded any thing. Finding 
at length, that ibe could in no way man^e 
him, or fave tlie oUfervations fudi marked 
IbUcitude muft give rife to, ftie faid, (he be- 
lieved it would be beft to adopt his plan ; 
aiid that, if he woiild b*ve the gpodnefe to 
order two 6i her men, and ftpjv them the 
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method of it, (he was fure I fhould feeleafier 
in the idea of troubling them than him. ' 

Away he flew ; but brought only one back 
with him, laying, there might be a danger of 
their letting me flip, if neither of them had 
been accuftomedto it* 

^ Only let Robert take me in his arms, 
and put me into the cOach at once,'* faid I, 
^ that's the (hortelL'^ 

The, coach however, unfortunately, after 
all, WAS not there*^— ^o, in fpite pf oppofition, 
he and Robert together tooktne up in the 
way he had propofed, and a very convenient 
one it certainly was, only that it obliged m^ 
to lean my arras upon their (boulders. 

I felt very thankful indeed, when I found 
myfelf feated upon Lady Belfont'sTofa; but 
it was with great difficulty (he got Princes 
Poliniki away; and not till (he had promiled, 
to let him call at the door again after the 
ball was over, to hear how I was : and very 
reluAantly did he return to Madame du 
Tour's, and in confequerice only of Lady Bel^ 
font's making a poinf: of it, and exprefling 
difpleafure at his-refiftance. 

I. then attempted once more to find my 
feet; but my head ftiU turned giddy upon 
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rifing, and Robert was again fummoned to 
my affiftance, who carried me up flairs as if 
I had' been a feather, faying at the fame time, 
he was fure he could have brought me home 
much better that way, than in the way, they 
did ; for his Highnefs trembled fo exceedingly, 
,hc expei5led every minute he would have let 
me fall. 

I was foon put to bed, and the night's reft 
recovered me fo much, that I only found my- 
felf a little weak and low, when I awoke. 

The firft perfon I opened my eyes upon 
was my mother. She had taken the alarm, 
which they hoped to have fparcd her, and 
could not be cafy till (he faw me. She was 
perfectly fatisfied, however, that my indifpofi- 
tion arofe wholly from .over fatigue, and 
agreed to ftay the day at Secheron with me, 
and leave me till the next, which is this pre- 
fcnt 15th July, of on which I find myfelf per- 
fectly reflored ; bv^t a little tired with wri- 
ting, which obliges me to defer till to-morrow 
what I have further to relate of yefterday's 
tranfaftions. 



Geneva, 16/A. — Lady Belfont, you will 
fuppofe, was not long before fhe came to. in- 
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quire, after mr. 'Lady Barbara tOo, for a 
wonder, left her doway pillow earlier than 
ufual^ cither from kindnefs or eagernefs to 
attack me; I will not deter^nine which. 
However, I was not allowed to rife to break* 
faft ; and they all breakfafted by my bed- 
fide. Many farcafms were aimed at me by 
her lively Ladyfhip, which I fufFered to, fall, 
quietly to the ground. 

After breakfaft my mother propofed to 

Lady Belfont, to go and apologife to Madame 

du Tour for all the trouble we had occa- 

fioned at her houfe, and give her an account 

of me ; as (he had really exprefled very kind 

anxiety, and fent an inquiry before I was 

awake. Lady Belfont- agreed to it, arid I was 

left with Lady Barbara, which juft then, or 

indeed at any time, ,was not very agreeable to 

me. V . 

" As you feem a good deal in the penfo- 

rofo ftyle, and not much inclined to convcr- 

fation this morning,*' faid the, " TU go fetch 

a book, and take poffeflion of your fofa, and 

read to you till they come back ; for you know 

I have it in charge, not to let you rife till 

then: and you fliall fee, Mifs Riverfdale, 

VOL. I. K 
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how well I can adapt my fubje<St to my 
hearen If I don't hit off your cafe to a nicety, 
notwithftanding all your care to withdd it 
from my inveftigation, I'll give up all pre- 
tenfions to difcernment in future/' 

She went away, and foori returning;— 
** Here/* faid (he, ** here's a de(pairing 
iwain, come to tell his tender woe : he will 
perhaps help the time to pafs off full as much 
to youriatistidion as n^y book/' 

Thebed was fo placed, that I did-not im- 
mediately fee the door as it opened, and I at 
firft believed (he was alhidi«g to fome non* 
fen(ical novel — when, to my oitter aftoni(h- 
ment, (he came forward leaning upon Prince 
Polinfki's arm. 

^ Good God?" exdarmedJ, in the great- 
«ft eonfulion, ** what can you mean. Lady 
Barbara^by this unaccountable proceeding? 
I never admit men into my bed-chamber^ 
and, of all thofe I know/' added I, fcarcely 
knowing what I was faying, " rmfure Prince 
Polin&i is the laft" — I was going tb fay, whom 
I Jhoutd cho0f€ to give fuch a liberty to; 
but luckily checking myfelf, I fatd, " whom 
I (bould have expected to have baleen fuch a 
liberty/' 



MISS RIVERSDALE. 36J 

He uftderftands engllfli very well, though, 
he does not fpeak it readily, and Bejgan beg- 
ging a thoufaaid .pardons. — He had no con- 
ception, that I had any fcruple at doing fo 
very common a thing, or he lliould not have 
ventured tb avail himfelf of Lady Barbara's 
propofal ; having come only to inquire ^ter 
my health, without any hop^ or expeAation. 
of feeing me. He would inftantJy take his 
leaves wiChing to prove,, in this as in every 
other part of his conduct that it was fufii* 
cienfe foF him to difcover what tiiy wiU: was» 
to make it his law. 

ifaidJ&mufircntreat.him then to leave the 
room inftantly.. 

Might he not pay Ws rcfpefts to Lady 
Belfont in. the. evening, if L was well enoughV 
to be in the drawing-room ?: 

I had no right to difpofe of Lady Bel* 
font*s drawing room, I. faid, and begged to^ 
wifti him a good mormng j — 'Upon which he 
repeated his excufes, bowed very low^ and 
withdrew. 

The inftant he was 'gone. Lady Barbara 
bqrft into a loud laugh, faying, " Well, really^ 
you have the moft flattering manner of treat- 
ing your lovers ill, Mifs Riverfdale, that ever 

R..2 
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I faw praAlfed. Let' you quiet prudes alone 
for deviGng, what will mod fecurely work its 
cffeA — we rattling, thoughtlefs, honed co^ 
quettes are mere fools to you.*' 

*• Upon my word, 1 am very little obliged 
to your Ladylhip, either for bringing me in- 
to the difficulty, or for your ftriiftures upon 
my taking the .only method I faw of extri-' 
eating myfelf from it.** 

" JLord, child ! why, how could I pofSbly 
fuppofe you would be fuch a fool as to mind 
it ? You did not imagine he was coming with 
any wicked defigns , or that I was going ta 
leave, you to the alarming efFecVs of his un. 
bounded paflion ?'* laughing. 

** I do not think I had any thing more to 
fear from your ablence, than f«om your pre^^ 
fence, Lady Barbara ; but, light as you may 
make of my fcruples, I fcannot help fancying, 
that you would not have been quite plfeafed, 
if I had ferved you in the fame way." 

She laughed again moft immoderately — 
•* What ! at your introducing a lover of 
mine tp my bedfide ? Ha 1 ha ! ha ! you 
cannot conceive how exceffively diverting 
ycfcr gravity is upon this fubjed. Why, I 
fuppofe I have had half a fcore there at a 
time. You don't imagine, that I thought 
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ray own virtue fo much more' fallible than, 
that of all the trench and Italian wpmen I 
have been living among, as not to^ venture 
upon a praftice, which they adopt with 
impunity. Befides I would expofe myfelf to ^ 
any rifk, in preference to that of pafling fot 
fuch an intolerable ppudes for, as I had told 
you before, prudery does not become my 
featui'es in the feaft.'*^ 

! "I can be no judge of thfe imj)unity, with 
which the freneh and italian ladies may fol- 
low this, praftice, as I. have had very little 
' acquaint'ance with either : but I always un* 
dterftood, however, that it was confined to- 
the married onesj and of its indelicacy, 1 = 
think, lean judge: and Lam very certain, 
that no fear of ridicule willr ever induce, me 
to incur my owndifapprobation.'" 

*• Olud! Olud!" that is fucli a fweet 
pretty moral fentiment ! juft in my auntV 
own ftyle— -What a pity (he (hould be out of 
hearing ! (he'lt preach to me, by the hour to-* 
gether, about propriety and delicacy, and fuch ^ 
fortofftufF/* 

" And pray is the* length and frequent 
recurrence of the kfture to be imputed t(> 
^3 ^ 
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Lady Bclfont, or to the occafion given for it ?" 
tvith a half fmile. 

" I can: fee no occaCon for it upon earth, 
}^u may be fure," replied (he. 

" Lady Belfont then has probably not car- 
- rjed her compliance with foreign manners^ (6 
far, as to receive her company in bed. 

" Lord, no ! you might have fworn that ; 
neither would (he let me, if (he knew how to 
prevent it ; but Tra not fuch a fimpleton as 
to mind her : I hope I am come to the age of 
judging for myfclf in thefe matters — and after 
all it is mod abominably ungrateful, as well 
as hypocritical in you^ to pretend to be fo 
offended \?ith me for giving you an oppor- 
tunity—in the firft place, of Ihowing how 
your night-cap becomes you— that's fomS- 
thing, you know : but in the ^ fecond place,, 
and foremoft,' for calling forth thft pretty 
kind .of half:checked declaration, which fo 
happily betrayed your partiality, at the fame 
time that it fpared you the confufipn of a 
more honeft avowal of your fentiments." 

" What can you mean. Lady Barbaiai.** 

« O,. dear ! I warrant you expefted that., 
he aloxie Ihould be aware of the import 
of that ftop and Jiefitation, when you were 
going to fay, that A^ of all otheirs, Was the 
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man you (hould rrioft fear having in your 
bedchamber, (partiality alone could create 
the danger i you know) for which you fo inge- 
nioully fubftituted, the laft you Jhould have 
expected — to have takerrfuch a liberty. Did 
you flatter yourfelf with my being fo defti- 
tut«»of common perception, my dear, as that 
you could open his eyes and clofe mine at 
the fame moment ?" ^ 

" My anxiety arofe from very different 
motives, than thofe your LadyJhip is pleafed 
to afcribe it to ; and, if I could not flattck 
myfelf I Ihbuld be judged with a little more 
indulgence by the Prince, I fhould ha^ fljghfe 
dependence u{)On his good opinion." 

" I'm fure he muft be a monftrous fool^ 
if^ after all that happened yefterday evening;; 
he miftakes your motives-^but, as I fee very ^ 
clearly, that I have not the fmalleft cbaiice of 
bringing you to be honeft with me, I may ^s^^^ 
well have recourfe to my book for bringing,* 
us mor^ of a mind: — and here you (hall find 
Jiow very aptly the parallel runs between St; . 
Preux*s kifs in the arbourj and your coy kind- 
nefs^in letting yourfelf be focced to put your^ 
arm, round Prince Polinflci's neck — thecffeft 
I (hould imagine will not prove very diffimir'. 
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hr— and then comes Colonel Malcolm for 
the part of Wolmar, to admiration : only I 
Ihould doubt his being quite fo placid — ^and, 
upon my word, I don't think but what 
Hdoife would fuit you to a tittle ; — flie was 
a rare prude, you know, notwithflanding/* — 

** And is it Heloife," interrupting her^. 
*^ that your Ladylhjp has feleded ?*' 

•* To be fure it is — what elfe could have 
been half fo apropos ?'* 

^ I really am no judge of that; for I^: 
never read it/' 

" No J how could that poffibly happen?-, 
but fo much the better; then Til begin it. 
from the beginning, and we'll go through it 4 
rcgulariy.'* 

" Indeed, Lady Barbara, I mufl beg to be 
excufed." 

** What can' you mean ? don't you know^ 
that it is the firft book, that ever was writ-' 
ten?" 

** I have heard it much admiied : but 
xaj mother has exprefled an. eamefli wifti, 
that 1 would not look into it; and I will nc^ 
vcp voluntarily deviate from her injunftions.*' 

** Well, but it (hall not be volnniariR/, 
fince you are fo fqueami(h—^nor (hall you 
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look into it ; for Fll force you to hear it — 
and then you cari't help yourfelf, you know ?'* 

'* O yes, but I can; and I hope I (hall 
never have rccourfe to mean evafions for 
veiling over a wrong aAion.'' 

** O lord ! O lord !" laughing immode- 
rately, " I (hall be obliged to give you up, 
at lad, as the mod incorrigible piece of rigid 
morality I ever met with.'* 

Here we were interrupted, to my great 
relief, by the return of Lady Belfoht and my; 
mother ; and I immediately appealed to their 
judgment in regard to the Prince's introduc-' 
tion into niiy bedchamber. Lady Belfont 
was very ferioufly difpleafcd with -Lady Bar-' 
bara, who, as (lie had herfelf faid, fecmed to 
trouble her head very little indeed about her 
opinion upon the fubjeft ; only anfwering 
with the moft provoking unconcern : 

" Well, I proteft, I believe, that, if you 
had feen Bis poor, woe-worn, dejcfted coun- 
tenance, when he came with his humble in- 
quiries after his Dulcinea*s health, not all 
your Ladyftiip's own difcre^ion could have 
withftood the defire of reftoring a little bril- 
liancy to thofe expreffive eyes — is not that 
the prq>er term for them, Mifs Riverfdale ? 
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by letting Uim fee, that the objeft of his 
^adoration was not abfolutely in artiado mor- 
iis. Vm fure, if any fwain of mine had looked 
half as fanguilhing, I fliould not have known, 
where to have found prudence enough, to 
jSive me from going, perhaps, a ftep or two 
farther ;** — looking very arch. 

" Upon my word, Barbara, you cannot 
guefs how this wild, indelicate talk ipjdres 
you in the eyes of the world/* 

" Indelicate! nay now, I foleninly declare^ 
the indelicacy is m your Ladyihip's owa 
ideas : the iird ftep in my thoughts was into 
the church s — what farther you» who ccr* 
tatnty have taken that^ may annex to it, ^ 
not for poor \ntkoctat me to judg^ : but,, 
really, you over-delicate women are fo prooo. 
to indelicate conftruftions/* 

" I am fure, Barbara, whatever my own. 
ideas may be, I (land little chance of bring- 
ing your's right: fo we may as well put an 
end to, this difcuffion,. and leave Louiia to 
rife/' 

•* There now again," faid £be, as they 
were going out„ " how you encour^e her in 
all her nonfenfe ;: what in the world (hould, 
prevent hex getting up in our prefcnce ? un- - 
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lefs indeed (he has bandy Jegs, and is unwil- 

.ling to (how them— and even then (he naight 

truft to my goodnature for not 4ivulging it/' 

^* Yes, (he has much rcafon to truft to 

that, indeed I'* replied Lady Belfont, 

We had no company to dinner ; and, in the 
•evening, (mlj Prince Poliniki and the Dean. 
1[ wifhed my mother to ftay and (hare my 
bed, that we might return together to Geneva 
in the mornings— and I think Lady- Barbtira, 
whom I now really feol afraid of^ (lands a 
little more tn awe of H^r than of any body.- 

A good deal of fpri^tly, animated con- 
verfation paflfed, till Lord Grantin came in, 
juft before fupper : and then Lady Barbara 
devoted herfelf wholly to him ; and Prince 
Poliniki entered with Lady Beifont into a 
very interefting account, of Kis travels, of 
which he has made a journal, which he pro- 
mifes to (how us, He alfo engaged to bring 
his drawings to us yefterday evening : they 
are views of Italy and Switzerland, beautifully 
done, Lady Beifont faid^ 

In the morning my mother and I returned 
home. 

The Prince came according to appoint- 

s 
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me|it,.with Lady Belfont, -1a the aftcrnooB, 
and brought bis portfoliOT J^ 

He cxprefled great delf^t at having at 
length penetrated into this fanctuaire dcs 
ialens et des. graces*^ which he had fo long 
beheld in imagination/' ^ 

^""My mother had fat down to cards, and we 
three were afliduoufly employed in looking 
over his views, and hearing^ anecdotes relative 
to particular parts he had vifij($d, when the 
door opened — and to my utttr aftonifhment 
appeared Colonel Malcolm ! 

* Sa&ftuary of ulenta and gracei. 
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